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Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee


STAFF REPORT ON STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION:  LAW & JUSTICE
ESHB 1291, Concerning services for victims of the sex trade.  SOURCE:  House Bill Report, ESHB1291
· Requires that fees stemming from the impound of vehicles used to facilitate certain prostitution related offenses will be remitted to the city or county where the offense occurred and be used for local efforts to reduce the commercial sale of sex, including increased enforcement and rehabilitative services for victims.

· Requires that 2 percent of the funds raised through the additional fees imposed in connection with vehicle impounds or prosecutions for prostitution related offenses must be remitted to the state, together with an accounting of the funds, for purposes of a statewide report.

· Allows courts to create a payment plan for the additional fees imposed in connection to prosecution for sex trafficking and prostitution-related offenses.

· Creates a statewide coordinating committee on sex trafficking.
SHB 1292, Vacating Prostitution Convictions.  SOURCE:  House Bill Report, SHB1292
· Allows a victim of Trafficking, Promoting Prostitution in the first degree, or Commercial Sex Abuse of a Minor to vacate the record of a related prostitution conviction regardless of whether:Ÿ
· he or she has pending criminal charges for prostitution;

· he or she has a subsequent conviction for prostitution; or

· he or she has had the record of another prostitution conviction vacated.

· Establishes that a victim must demonstrate eligibility by a preponderance of the evidence.

2SHB 1651, Concerning access to juvenile records.  SOURCE:  House Bill Report, 2SHB1651
· Requires courts to hold regular hearings to seal certain juvenile court records, which will occur administratively unless the court receives an objection to sealing or the court notes a compelling reason not to seal, in which case the court will hold a contested sealing hearing.

· Requires courts to seal certain juvenile court records administratively after an individual turns 18 and completes probation, confinement, or parole.

· Excludes most serious offenses, sex offenses, and certain felony drug charges from this regular sealing process.

· Requires an individual to have completed the terms of disposition, including financial obligation to be eligible for this regular sealing process.
SHB 1791, Concerning trafficking.  SOURCE:  House Bill Report, SHB1791
· Expands the definition of "sex offense" to include Trafficking in the first degree when the trafficked person is caused to engage in a sexually explicit act or a commercial sex act.

· Allows 90 percent of the proceeds of seizure and forfeiture actions stemming from child pornography, sexual exploitation of a minor, or Promoting Prostitution in the first degree to be used by the seizing law enforcement agencies for increased enforcement.

ESHB 1840, Concerning firearms laws for persons subject to no-contact orders, protection orders, and restraining orders.  SOURCE:  House Bill Report, ESHB1840
· Prohibits possession of a firearm by a person subject to certain protection, nocontact, and restraining orders, and requires the person to surrender firearms, dangerous weapons, and the person's concealed pistol license while the order is in place.

· Includes sexual assault protection orders on the list of orders qualifying for weapons surrender under current law.

· Requires law enforcement agencies to develop policies and procedures for handling surrendered weapons.

· Requires development and use of a pattern form to document compliance with court ordered weapons and concealed pistol license surrender.
SSB 5308, Establishing the commercially sexually exploited children statewide coordinating committee.  SOURCE:  House Bill Analysis, SSB5308
· Creates the Commercially Sexually Exploited Children Statewide Coordinating Committee.
ESSB 5669, Concerning trafficking.  SOURCE:  House Bill Analysis, ESSB5669
· Expands the definition of Trafficking to:

· include acting with reckless disregard, as opposed to knowledge, that a person will be forced into labor or a sex act; and

· include trafficking of a minor, even if force, fraud, or coercion is not shown.

· Increases the additional fee related to a prosecution for Trafficking from $3,000 to $10,000.

· Increases the age of a child allowed to testify out-of-court from 10 to 14 and allows out-of-court testimony describing Trafficking or an offense related to the sexual exploitation of a minor.

· Clarifies that consent of a minor is not a defense to Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor; Promoting Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor; Promoting Travel for Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor; Permitting Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor; or Trafficking (if the victim is under age 18).

· Includes Trafficking, Promoting Travel for Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor, and Permitting Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor as criminal profiteering offenses.

· Includes a parental conviction for Trafficking or Promoting Commercial Sexual Abuse of a Minor as an aggravating circumstance for a petition to terminate a parentchild relationship, if the victim is the child, the other parent, or another child.

SSB 6339, Concerning coercion of involuntary servitude.  SOURCE:  House Bill Analysis, SSB6339
· Creates the offense "Coercion of Involuntary Servitude."
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