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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Washington State Aerospace Partnership 

SUMMARY
Today’s briefing is about the Washington State Aerospace Partnership and the Governor's Office of Aerospace.  Presenters today are the new director of, Governor’s Office of Aerospace, Alex Pietsch and Larry Brown, representative from the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, District 751, Boeing's largest union, as well as an integral part of the Washington State Aerospace Partnership.
The Boeing 737 MAX has landed in Washington State; however much remains to be done.  Meeting the labor and production needs of the new plane thereby ensuring that in the long term Washington State remains a preferred location for The Boeing Company, and the many related firms that support Boeing and other aircraft manufactures around the world, is a key part of the mission of both the Washington State Aerospace Partnership and the Governor's Office of Aerospace. 
BACKGROUND
As noted on their website the Washington Aerospace Partnership:

"is a collaboration of business, labor and government leaders working together to ensure Washington state continues to be a leader in aerospace excellence. 
This past year the Partnership helped secure a landmark commitment by the Boeing Company to build the 737 MAX airplane in Washington state, securing 81,000 jobs for more than 650 companies." 
The Partnership is currently working with the Legislature and Governor to advance a package of legislative proposals to invest and strengthen Washington's place in the rapidly changing aerospace industry. These proposals provide more higher education opportunities, increase and strengthen our manufacturing workforce, expand research, and cultivate a healthy business climate. 

The Governor’s Aerospace Office is responsible for coordinating the various state agency efforts to support the state’s aerospace industry, as well as guide the development and implementation of strategies to promote expansion of Washington’s aerospace sector.  
Larry Brown - Aerospace Machinists Union
Larry Brown is the Legislative and Political Director for the Aerospace Machinists Union, District Lodge 751.  The Aerospace Machinists Union represents over 29 thousand hourly employees at the Boeing Company.  Mr. Brown has served his union for 15 years in various capacities including as a steward, local lodge officer, district council delegate, staff assistant and union representative.  He has worked in aerospace industry for 35 years.  
Mr. Brown serves on Washington’s Council on Aerospace and is a member of the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges.  He represents labor as a member of the King County Airport Roundtable Advisory Board (Boeing Field) since its formation.  
Alex Pietsch - Director of the Governor’s Office of Aerospace

In his capacity as the director of the Office of Aerospace, Mr. Pietsch works to coordinate activities and promote growth of the aerospace industry throughout Washington State and also serves as the chairman of the Washington Commission on Aerospace and executive director of the Washington Aerospace Partnership. 
Prior to assuming this role, Mr. Pietsch served as the Administrator of the City of Renton’s Department of Community and Economic development which has oversight of all land use planning and building activities in the city, economic development, and intergovernmental relations.  Prior to coming to Renton, Mr. Pietsch worked for Wright Runstad & Company, a leading developer of commercial office properties in the Pacific Northwest, where he worked as marketing & public relations manager.  He began his career in television news, working in Flagstaff, Ariz., Bishop, Calif., and Yakima, Wash. Mr. Pietsch holds a bachelor’s degree in history and communication from Washington State University and grew up in Seattle. 
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