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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	10
	Name:
	Andy Micklow

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0087
	Date:
	March 28, 2023




SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District General Sewer Plan dated September 2022.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0087 would approve the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District General Sewer Plan (Plan) dated September 2022, meeting the requirement for a wastewater utility to provide sewer service in unincorporated King County. 

Amendment 1 is a technical amendment that would update the attachment to the ordinance to the final version of the general sewer plan dated September 2022. 

BACKGROUND 

The Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District (District) is situated in a predominantly residential area located east of Lake Sammamish encompassing the northern portion of the City of Sammamish. The Plan states that District serves 4,673 single-family residences, 58 multi-family residences, and 24 non-residential customers. The District’s last wastewater plan was approved in 2011 by King County Ordinance 17218.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria. King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the Plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water and wastewater policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and provision of sewer and wastewater services.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF NORTHEAST SAMMAMISH SEWER AND WATER DISTRICT GENERAL SEWER PLAN DATED SEPTEMBER 2022

The UTRC finalized its review of the Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District General Sewer Plan (Plan) in November 2022 (see Attachment 5 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District’s service area includes the northeastern part of the City of Sammamish, generally surrounding the Sahalee Country Club and through the northern part of the plateau into the Evans Creek drainage in the unincorporated area.

Facilities: The sewer system encompasses an area of approximately 5.25 square miles with about 4,800 connections serving approximately 15,360 people. The sewer system consists of 8 lift stations and 55 miles of sewer main. Wastewater is discharged to the King County interceptor along the King County East Lake Sammamish Trail in Redmond, from which it is conveyed to and treated by King County.

The UTRC determined that the District’s sewer plan demonstrates that the District has the capacity to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth: The Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District General Sewer Plan is consistent with the Washington State Growth Management Act and the King County Comprehensive Plan as it limits service to within the designated urban area and incorporates future growth projections consistent with King County’s adopted growth targets.

System Improvements: The District’s Capital Improvements Plan includes improvements with a total cost of $4,883,000. According to the Plan, capital improvements will be funded by bonds and operating transfers consisting of current revenues and connection charges collected.

SEPA: The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a Determination of Nonsignificance for the approval of the Plan on December 3, 2021. There were no appeals.

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 is a technical amendment that would update the attachment to the ordinance to the final version of the general sewer plan dated September 2022. 

INVITED

· Dan Cardwell, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0087 (and its attachments)
2. Amendment 1 (and its attachment)
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
5. Review of Northeast Sammamish Sewer and Water District’s General Sewer Plan - UTRC Matrix
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