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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0325 would approve a report on the planning process for the Fairwood 50th anniversary community celebration. The report responds to a proviso in the 2015/2016 biennial budget ordinance (Ordinance 17941, Section 89, Proviso P1).

SUMMARY

Fairwood is an unincorporated residential and rural community in King County that extends from the bluffs of the Cedar River Valley to State Route 167, the Kent Valley, and the borders of Renton and Maple Valley. 

Fairwood will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of its development in 2016. In fall 2014, in recognition of this upcoming anniversary, the Council adopted a proviso (Ordinance 17941, Section 89, Proviso P1) that required a report about the status of planning for the anniversary celebration and the proposed budget for the celebration. 

As required by the proviso, the Executive transmitted a report (Proposed Motion 2015-0325) listing the planning activities underway, the proposed activities for the celebration, the preliminary budget, and the commitment, as required, of $5,000 from the Parks operating budget to support the celebration.

Proposed Motion 2015-0325, as transmitted, satisfies the terms of the proviso.

BACKGROUND 

The Fairwood community. Fairwood is an unincorporated community in King County. The Fairwood area forms a plateau, which extends from the bluffs of the Cedar River Valley on the north and east to State Route 167 and the Kent Valley on the west, surrounds the Seattle watershed of Lake Youngs on the south, and borders Renton to the east and Maple Valley to the southeast.

Fairwood is made up of residential, rural, and undeveloped areas, with two business areas, and in 2010 had a population of approximately 20,000 people.[footnoteRef:1] The area as it is recognized today was developed in the 1950’s and 1960’s with the building of the Cascade Shopping Center and Fairwood Greens Golf Course and commercial development around 140th Avenue SE and Petrovisky Road.  [1:  U.S. Census Bureau, State & County Quick Facts for Fairwood CDP (King), Washington, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/53/5323160.html] 


Proviso regarding anniversary celebration. In fall 2014, in recognition of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the development of the Fairwood community, the Council adopted a proviso as part of the 2015/2016 biennial budget. That proviso (Ordinance 17941, Section 89, Proviso P1) required Parks to report back on progress in planning the anniversary celebration, the celebration budget, and the plans to dedicate at least $5,000 from the Parks operating budget to the celebration:

	Of this appropriation, $25,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits a report on plans for the Fairwood community fiftieth anniversary celebration during the summer of 2016 and a motion that approves the report and the motion is passed by the council.  The motion shall reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance, ordinance section and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion. 

	The report shall include, but not be limited to:

	A.  A description of a Fairwood community celebration planning group, comprised of community partners, local elected officials and parks and recreation division staff, that has been convened to develop a plan for the Fairwood celebration;

	B.  A summary of the celebration planning group's meetings and accomplishments to date and milestones needed to prepare for the celebration;

	C.  Proposed dates for the celebration during a weekend in summer 2016 that have been reviewed by the members of the celebration planning group;

	D.  A proposed location or locations for the celebration, including a description of events planned for King County parks that are located in the Fairwood area;

	E.  A proposed list of activities for the celebration; and

	F.  A proposed budget for the 2016 celebration, including at least $5,000 to be allocated from the parks and recreation operating fund to be used at a King County park in the Fairwood area that will directly support the celebration, and including a fundraising plan and potential sponsors for any remaining funds to be raised by the celebration planning group.

	The executive must file the report and motion required by this proviso by August 6, 2015, in the form of a paper original and an electronic copy with the clerk of the council, who shall retain the original and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, the policy staff director and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee, or its successor.

As required by the proviso, the Executive transmitted a report (Proposed Motion 2015-0325) responding to each of the points in the proviso.

A. Description of community celebration planning group: The report notes that the Parks Division is working with Councilmember Dunn’s office to recruit the planning group, with a goal to have a complete group by fall of 2015. Potential members have been identified from a number of local organizations, including the Fairwood Public Library, Kent School District, Fairwood Golf and Country Club, Fairwood Shopping Center, King County Sheriff’s Office, Fire District, Water Districts, and Fairwood Homeowners Association.

B. Summary of meetings and accomplishments: The report provides an overview of marketing and fundraising tasks, and includes a work plan with due dates and assigned staff for branding, marketing, sponsorship, social media, programming, volunteers, and site planning.

C. Proposed dates for the celebration: The report proposes that the celebration will be held on Sunday, September 10, 2016, from 10:00 a.m. through 10:00 p.m.

D. Proposed locations, including events at King County parks: The report proposes that the event be held at Petrovitsky Park.

E. Proposed activities: The report proposes:
a. A 5K run at Petrovitsky Park that would wind through McGarvey Park;
b. A morning exercise class; 
c. A community picnic, with speakers, field games, fire truck, local concert, farmers’ market, and history display; and
d. An evening outdoor movie.

F. A proposed budget and fundraising plan, including at least $5,000 from Parks operating: The report proposes a total budget of $14,675, and a $35,000 fundraising goal. The report commits to the required Parks contribution of $5,000 and outlines potential sponsors that might contribute to the event.

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2015-0325 meets the terms of the proviso. The report provides reasonable expectation that planning is sufficient to hold the event in September 2016.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0325 and attachments
2. Transmittal Letter 

INVITED

· Kevin Brown, Director, Parks and Recreation Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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