King County Green Building Requirements History

· 2001: King County's Green Building Initiative began with Administrative Policies and Procedures FES 9-3, encouraging green building practices in all county construction, remodels, and renovations.
· LEED-eligible buildings were encouraged to seek the highest LEED certification.
· All projects were required to use LEED criteria as guidelines.
· An interdepartmental Green Building Team was established as a technical resource.
· 2005: King County Council adopted Ordinance 15118.
· Required new county projects and remodels/renovations over $250,000 to seek the highest cost-effective LEED certification.
· Projects unable to achieve LEED certification were still required to incorporate cost-effective green building practices.
· These requirements expired on January 1, 2008.
· 2008: King County Council adopted Ordinance 16147.
· Required eligible new construction and major remodel projects to achieve LEED Gold certification, with cost restrictions (no impact to Current Expense fund, no more than two-percent impact to other funds).
· Directed non-LEED-eligible capital projects (e.g., infrastructure) to incorporate cost-effective green building and sustainable development practices using a county-developed scorecard.
· These regulations were codified in K.C.C. 2.95 and sunset on December 31, 2013.
· 2013: Upon expiration of Ordinance 16147, the Council adopted Ordinance 17709, codified in K.C.C. 18.17.
· Increased the baseline standard for LEED-eligible new construction projects from LEED Gold to LEED Platinum, with cost caveats.
· Identified other accepted third-party rating systems as alternatives to LEED certification.
· Added requirements for projects to meet energy and climate goals and performance requirements in the King County Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP) and King County Surface Water Design Manual.
· Required all projects to divert eighty percent of construction and demolition (C&D) materials from landfills by 2016, and eighty-five percent by 2025.
· Expanded coverage to include transit-oriented development and affordable housing projects financed by King County, regardless of ownership.
· 2022: Council adopted Ordinance 19402, making updates to K.C.C. 18.17.
· Identified and defined alternative green building rating systems that would be accepted.
· Added new certification requirements for certain leased properties.
· Updated the C&D waste requirements; each project required to achieve 80% diversion, 85% diversion by 2025, and zero waste by 2030.
· Eliminated incremental cost analysis requirements and related limitations on achieving the highest certification that is cost-effective.
· Instituted a discretionary waiver process by which projects could be exempted from some or all requirements of the green building code.
· Added flexibility in the types of data the Green Building Team collects from project managers.

