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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEMS:  7 and 8
DATE: June 10, 2003
PROPOSED NOS: 2003-0213 and 2003-0217
PREPARED BY: David Randall
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to King County district court electoral district boundaries.

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2003.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinances 2003-0213 and 2003-0217 would approve annual ministerial changes to electoral districts of the King County district court and King County voting precincts.  These alterations are ministerial in nature and occur primarily due to population changes in council districts, to accommodate incorporation and city annexation activity, and for voter convenience. 
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0213 would update the list of precincts itemized in the county code for King County district court electoral districts and make a minor technical correction.  The number of district courts was not changed this year; only the boundaries of a limited number of precincts within the districts were changed.  
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217 would approve alterations to voting precincts in council districts.  These new voting precinct boundaries would be in effect for the November 2003 general election.  Due to state law this proposed ordinance must be approved by full council on June 16, 2003.
ANALYSIS:  
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0213

The boundaries of King County district court electoral districts are described by voting precincts.  These voting precincts change annually and, therefore, the definitions for the district court electoral districts also change every year.  Since district court electoral districts are defined in county code by voting precincts, the King County Code must also be changed every year.  
The number of district courts was not changed this year; only the boundaries of a limited number of precincts within the districts were changed.  Proposed alteration for Proposed Ordinance 2003-0213 is consistent with King County Code (K.C.C. 1.12.010.F).  The executive stated that there is no fiscal impact for this change since funding for this change was included in the Adopted 2003 King County Budget.  
A technical correction is made to change the name of the Seattle district to the west district.  Last year the number of district courts was reduced to three district courts and their names were changed to north, south and west district courts.  The name of the Seattle district was not changed last year to its new name of west district and this technical correction would make this change.
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217
Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217 would approve alterations to voting precincts in council districts.  As mentioned above, these changes are made annually to account for population changes in council districts, to accommodate incorporation and city annexation activity, and for voter convenience.  Per K.C.C. 1.12.010.D, voting precincts are to be balanced annually so that each election precinct would consist of between 200 and 400 registered voters per individual precinct.  

Proposed alterations for Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217 are consistent with state law (RCW 29.04.040-050) and the King County Code (K.C.C. 1.12.010).   The executive stated that there is no fiscal impact for this change since funding for this change was included in the Adopted 2003 King County Budget.  

According to state law, Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217 must be enacted by the statutory deadline of June 27, 2003.  If Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217 is approved by full council on June 16, 2003, then it will meet the statutory deadline of June 27, 2003.
RCW 29.04.040(2) states:

“Except as permitted under subsection (5) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed during the period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day for candidates to file for the primary election and ending with the day of the general election.”  
This year, the deadline is June 27, 2003.  
According to the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, even if the ordinance has not gone into effect by June 27, 2003 one can still assert that it is in compliance with the statutory deadline.  This is because the change will have already been made by the Council and either signed or enacted without signature by the Executive and the change will have already been made by the June 27, 2003 deadline.  It is the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office’s opinion that this will satisfy the language and intent of RCW 29.04.040(2).  Furthermore, election officials indicated that there will be sufficient time to complete the necessary procedural steps related to the precinct boundary changes referenced in RCW 29.04.040(2).

There were relatively few precinct changes made in 2003.  Out of 2,612 precincts only 48 precincts were altered, six were added and 29 were abolished.  These changes represent a reduction of 23 precincts in King County.

Table One presents changes to voting precincts, by council district.  For comparative purposes, percent changes, by council district, are presented.  For example, Council District Three has 180 precincts.  Ten voting precincts were altered (this represents 21 percent of all county voting precincts that were altered); three voting precincts were added (50 percent of all county additions), and four voting precincts were abolished (14 percent of all county deletions).  






TABLE 1
	Council District
	Total Precincts
	Number Altered Precincts
	Percent Altered Precincts
	Number Added Precincts
	Percent Added Precincts
	Number Abolished Precincts
	Percent Abolished Precincts

	District 1
	205
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	District 2
	256
	0
	0%
	0
	0%
	0
	0%

	District 3
	180
	10
	21%
	3
	50%
	4
	14%

	District 4
	270
	2
	4%
	0
	0%
	2
	7%

	District 5
	175
	1
	2%
	0
	0%
	1
	3%

	District 6
	216
	12
	25%
	0
	0%
	7
	24%

	District 7
	164
	2
	4%
	0
	0%
	1
	3%

	District 8
	215
	4
	8%
	0
	0%
	4
	14%

	District 9
	156
	5
	10%
	1
	17%
	3
	10%

	District 10
	214
	2
	4%
	0
	0%
	2
	7%

	District 11
	196
	4
	8%
	0
	0%
	3
	10%

	District 12
	184
	3
	6%
	1
	17%
	1
	3%

	District 13
	181
	3
	6%
	1
	17%
	1
	3%

	Total
	2,612
	48
	
	6
	
	29
	


ATTENDING:  

1. Terry Denend, Assistant Director, Records and Elections and Licensing Services Division

2. Harry Sanders, Geographic Information Services Manager, Records and Elections and Licensing Services Division

ATTACHMENTS:   

1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0213
2. Executive Transmittal Letter Dated May 7, 2003
3. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0217

4. Executive Transmittal Letter Dated May 8, 2003

5. 2003 Voting Precinct Alteration Summaries, Sorted by Council District
6. Maps (Not Distributed with Staff Report; Previously Distributed to Councilmembers and Available from Committee Staff)
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