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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL NOTICE OF HEARING

Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Metropolitan King County Council will hold a public hearing in the Council Chambers on the 10th Floor of the King County Courthouse (516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington) on Monday the 24th of May, 2004 at 1:30 PM.  The purpose of this public hearing is to consider adoption of Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202, which adopt amendments to state Building Code and Fire Code.  


King County encourages public comment on Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202.  You may wish to present oral testimony at the May 24 public hearing.  Testimony is limited to three minutes per speaker and you may provide written copies for the Councilmembers’ review.  Please provide 20 copies of any written material you wish to submit.  The chamber is equipped with an audio/visual system capable of displaying 35mm slides, VHS tapes, overheads, and computer displays.  Audio/visual presentations are included in the 3-minute timeframe.  Testimony sign-up will begin at 1:00 PM on May 24 in the lobby outside the Council Chambers.  Please call the Metropolitan King County Council offices at (206) 296-1000 if you need directions to the Courthouse.  You may also mail or fax comments to Councilmembers.  The address for the Council is King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue #1200 Seattle Washington 98104.  The Council fax number is (206) 296-0198.
The complete text of Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202 is available in the Council Clerk’s office, Room 1025, King County Courthouse, 516 Third Avenue, Seattle Washington.  A copy of the ordinances will be mailed to you upon your request to the Clerk at (206) 296-1020.  Copies of the legislation is also available on the Internet, at www.metrokc.gov/mkcc/clerk.

BACKGROUND

The International Codes were enacted as the “State Building Code” by the state legislature during the 2003 session to replace the 1997 Uniform Codes with a July 1, 2004 effective date.  On November 21, 2003 the Washington State Building Code Council adopted amendments to the 2003 International Building, Residential, Fire and Mechanical Codes.  During the legislative review, the International Codes received broad based support from code enforcement officials, architects, engineers, builders and developers, as well as, the King County Building Code Advisory Board.

The State Building Code provides minimum standards that must be met and enforced at local levels throughout the state.  Pursuant to RCW 19.27.040, King County may amend the State Building Code, provided the amendatory language maintains the minimum standards set by the State Building Code Council.  In other words, the local standards can be more restrictive but may be less restrictive only if it can demonstrated that minimum safety standards set by the state are maintained.  If the amendatory language affects single family or small (less than 4 units) multi-family residential buildings, the State Building Code Council must approve the language, prior to its implementation.

SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202 will be considered by the Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee (GMUAC) of the Metropolitan King County Council.   A large majority of the revisions contained in Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202 are simply driven by the reorganization of the affected titles of King County Code that are necessary to reflect the differences in the format between the old Uniform Codes and the new International Codes. 
Essentially, what was formerly one Uniform Building code has been divided into two: the International Building Code and the International Residential Code.  NOTE:  The International Residential Code will be used for one and two family dwellings including townhouses and residential accessory structures.  

Title 16 of the King County Code would be reorganized to match the structure of the International Codes, as follows:

· The administrative sections for both the International Building Code and the International Residential Code would be consolidated into one chapter and separated from the substantive provisions of each code.  

· A new definitions chapter would be created for all of the codes.  

· Three existing chapters, The Uniform Housing Code, The Uniform Code of Abatement of Dangerous Buildings, and The Rapid Abatement of Structures Damaged by a Disaster, would be consolidated into one new chapter called the International Property Maintenance Code.

Several amendments in Proposed Ordinances 2004-0201 and 2004-0202 carry forward some unique standards that exist in the current county code such as noise transmission standards for properties located near Seattle International Airport and outdoor pool enclosure standards.  

Dated at Seattle, Washington, this 21st day of April, 2004.
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