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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	John Resha and Paul Carlson

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0229
	Date:
	May 21, 2013


SUBJECT
An Ordinance relating to public transportation; revising the reporting schedule for the annual service guidelines report and establish a new reporting schedule for the biennial strategic plan progress report; and amending Ordinance 17143, Section 5.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 shifts the due date for the Annual Service Guidelines Report from March 31 to October 31 of each year.  Additionally, the proposed ordinance refines the due date for the Biennial Performance Report (the Strategic Plan Progress Report) to June 30 of every other year.  These two reports are required by the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation (“Transit Strategic Plan”).
SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 establishes deadlines for the submittal of two reports about Metro Transit.  To the extent that these reports include information related to Strategic Climate Action Plan (“SCAP”) goals, there is a reporting/informational support function with respect to the SCAP.  One of the reports is the Biennial Performance Report for the Transit Strategic Plan, which is linked to the King County Strategic Plan and includes measures related to the targets in the Transportation and Land Use goal area of the Strategic Climate Action Plan.
BACKGROUND

Ordinance 17143, enacted in July 2011, adopted the Transit Strategic Plan and King County Metro Service Guidelines (“Guidelines”) to provide a new policy framework for guiding the implementation of the Metro transit service network (“Network”).  The Transit Strategic Plan calls for emphasizing productivity, while ensuring social equity and providing geographic value in the planning of the Network; and for Metro to manage the transit system through service guidelines and performance measures.
When adopted, the Transit Strategic Plan and Guidelines were intended to be living documents that should be regularly reviewed for accomplishment of policy goals.  This intent was solidified through the establishment of regular performance reporting to both the Regional Transit Committee and the King County Council through Section 5 of Ordinance and Chapter 3 of the Transit Strategic Plan.  These reference materials are attached to the staff report.

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 would revise the schedule of reporting.  The Regional Transit Committee recommended approval of the proposed ordinance on May 15, 2013.
ANALYSIS

Current Reporting Schedule

	Report
	Due Date
	Data for the Report is Generated:

	Annual Service Guidelines Report
	March 31
	3rd quarter of previous year

	Biennial Performance Report
	not identified
	2nd quarter of reporting year


Proposed Reporting Schedule

	Report
	Due Date
	Data for the Report is Generated:

	Annual Service Guidelines Report
	October 31
	3rd quarter of reporting year

	Biennial Performance Report
	June 30 of biennial budget year
	2nd quarter of reporting year


The revised date for the Annual Service Guidelines Report would more closely align the data collection and reporting:  The Report will be more timely and relevant because it will provide the data sooner after it is collected.  For 2013, the impact is that a second annual report would be prepared and submitted by October 31.
The specified date for the Biennial Performance Report adds a level of certainty not currently provided in either Chapter 3 of the Transit Strategic Plan or Section 5 of the Ordinance.  Additionally, Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 would require the Biennial Performance Report to be transmitted for acceptance by motion.   The next report would be due on June 30, 2014 instead of March 2015.
REASONABLENESS
As Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 would better align data and increase its relevance to decision makers and stakeholders, adoption of Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229 would constitute a reasonable business decision.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0229

2. Ordinance 17143 Section 5

3. Text of Ordinance 17143, Attachment A, Chapter 3
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