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summary

Proposed Ordinance 2009-0496 (pp. 5-8 of these materials) would place on the November 2010 ballot a charter amendment eliminating, as redundant, the requirement that campaign-related finance reports be filed with the county director of elections as well as with the Washington State Public Disclosure Commission.

BACKGROUND

Candidates for state or local elective office and political committees are required by state law to file monthly reports of campaign receipts and expenditures with the Washington State Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) and with the county elections officer.
 See RCW 42.17.080, pp. 11-12 of these materials. These are the reports referred to by the PDC as “C” reports. The reports must be filed on the 10th day of each month, including the month after the election.
 RCW 42.17.080(2)(b),(c).

King County Charter section 690 (p. 17 of these materials) requires candidates for county elective office to file a similar report with the county elections officer “within 10 days after the primary, general or special election, as the case may be.”

Section 690 is implemented by the county code, which requires in KCC 1.04.010 (p. 19 of these materials) that candidates use the state PDC forms for making the county filing. In practice, therefore, candidates can meet the requirement of charter section 690 by filing with King County Elections the same statements of campaign receipts and expenditures that they file with the state PDC.

The state PDC now makes available online the campaign financial statements that it receives from candidates. Arguably, this undercuts the need for local filing, since the information is readily available online from the state PDC. Accordingly, legislation signed by the governor on March 25 of this year, which will take effect on June 10, eliminates the requirement that candidates and political committees file “C” reports with their local county elections officer in addition to the state PDC. See Senate Bill 6243, Chapter 205, Laws of 2010 (pp. 21-34 of these materials).

Charter section 690, however, remains in effect and continues to require “C” reports to be filed locally.

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2009-0496
The charter amendment that would be placed on the ballot by Proposed Ordinance 2009‑0496 (pp. 5-8 of these materials) would eliminate this seemingly redundant local filing requirement in King County by inserting the following sentence into charter section 690: “Timely filing of a statement of campaign receipts and expenditures with the Washington State Public Disclosure Commission in accordance with chapter 42.17 RCW satisfies the filing obligations of this section.”

The proposed amendment also includes technical changes to make the language of section 690 gender-neutral.
TITLE AMENDMENT

Title Amendment T1 would update the ordinance title to provide that the proposed charter amendment  is to be placed on the ballot in 2010, rather than 2009 as originally drafted.
COUNCIL OPTIONS

The Council has at least two options:

1. Adopt Proposed Ordinance 2009-0496 (pp. 5-8 of these materials), which would place on the November 2010 ballot a charter amendment eliminating the requirement that campaign-related finance reports be filed with the county director of elections as well as with the Washington State Public Disclosure Commission;
2. Take no action at this time.
TIMELINE

The charter deadline for Council action to place proposed amendments on the November 2010 ballot is September 17; however, adoption of a charter amendment at that late date, while complying with the county charter, would make it necessary for county elections staff to publish a supplemental voter pamphlet, which would entail substantial additional cost to the county. Adoption that late would also put additional time pressure on the process of recruiting individuals to serve on the pro-con committees and preparing the pro-con statements. To avoid these undesirable consequences, the practical deadline for Council action to place a charter amendment on the ballot is the last Council meeting before the August recess: July 26.
� In the current title of the proposed ordinance, the ballot date is November 2009, since the ordinance was originally introduced in 2009. Title Amendment T1 would change the ballot date to November 2010.


� Since 2002, reports that were filed with the PDC electronically have not had to be filed locally. See RCW 42.17.080(9).


� The reports must also be filed on the 21st day and the seventh day preceding the date of the election. RCW 42.17.080(2)(a). See also the PDC reporting schedules for 2010 and PDC FAQs (pp. 13-16 of these materials).


� Section 690 provides in part: “Every candidate for nomination or election to an elective county office shall, within ten days after the primary, general or special election as the case may be, file an itemized statement with the executive department responsible for conducting elections showing all campaign contributions and pledges of manpower and material made to him or on his behalf and all campaign expenditures and obligations incurred by him or on his behalf.”


� The Final Bill Report, which summarizes the effect of SB6243, is included at pp. 35-36.
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