Exhibit B

Other Changes to Covenants and Contractual Obligations


1.  The proposed easement adds requirement for documentation, including maps, photographs, surveys, etc., that show the condition of the property at the time the development rights are acquired, to be kept on file at King County’s offices.  This allows the original condition of the property to be established, helping the county monitor activities and making it easy to note any property alterations.

2.  The current easement limits non-tillable surfaces to 5 percent or less of the property’s area; naturally occurring non-tillable surfaces (rock-outcroppings, bodies of water) are excluded.  The proposed easement also excludes non-tillable surfaces created by roads or utility easements that existed prior to development rights acquisition or which are approved in writing by the county.  The property owner must also remove topsoil and use it elsewhere on the property before creating non-tillable surfaces.  This change clarifies the non-tillable surface limitation regarding roads and utility easements and ensures that topsoil will not be covered by non-tillable surfaces.   

3.  The proposed easement prohibits the property owner from engaging in activities that may significantly damage soil or water quality on the property.  This prohibition is not made explicit in the current easement.
4.  The proposed easement adds prohibition against resource mitigation or compensation sites, unless mitigating or compensating for impacts caused by the property owner.  This change provides up-front clarification on this aspect of allowable uses of preserved properties.
5.  The current easement allows open space uses that conserve and enhance natural, scenic or designated historic resources and that do not permanently compact, remove, sterilize, pollute, or otherwise impair the use of the soil for agriculture.  The proposed easement adds that 
such uses are limited to passive recreation such as hiking, horseback riding, in-season hunting and fishing and other forms of recreation that do not require site modification to accommodate motorized, mechanical or electronic accessories, and that forms of developed recreation or recreation that adversely impacts the conservation purposes of the easement are prohibited.  This change clarifies the types of permitted and prohibited recreational uses. 

6.  The proposed easement provides allowance for ditches, drainage tiles, water conveyance and impoundment features to be lawfully installed, repaired and maintained to support and further enhance the agricultural purposes of the easement.

7.  The proposed easement states the grantor may undertake activities that are necessary to protect health, safety or prevent significant property damage or that are required by a governmental agency, provided that property owner makes a reasonable attempt to notify King County prior to taking such action.  This change clarifies that in an emergency the property owner may take certain actions without the county’s approval.
8. The proposed easement states the property owner must comply with applicable state and federal laws and must receive written consent from the county before doing any site alteration that would physically disturb a known cultural site that is included in the easement’s attached Baseline Documentation.  This addition helps to ensure that that property owner will not knowingly or inadvertently violate any laws or statutes regarding known cultural sites, and that the county approves of the proposed alteration. 

8.  The proposed easement states that, except as specified in the easement, the property owner is not granting, expanding or expending any rights to the general public.  This change assures property owners that none of their property rights are being conveyed to the general public.
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