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Planning, Rural Service and Environment Committee
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	Date:
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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the King County Water District No. 125 Water System Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0265 would approve an update to the King County Water District No. 125 Water System Plan, meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in unincorporated King County.  

BACKGROUND 

King County Water District No. 125 (KCWD No. 125) owns and operates a water system located in the central part of King County that serves parts of the SeaTac, Burien, and Tukwila, as well as unincorporated King County. The last water plan for KCWD No. 125 was approved by the Council in 2010.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Ord. 16775] 


King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the King County Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of certain water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water or sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

Under King County Code,[footnoteRef:2] comprehensive plans for water and sewer districts that distribute or obtain water or provide sewer collection or treatment in unincorporated King County shall be adopted by the Council as a prerequisite for: [2:  K.C.C. 13.24.010] 


· Operating in unincorporated King County;
· Approval of annexation proposals;
· Granting of new right-of-way franchises and right-of-way franchise renewals; and
· Approval of right-of-way construction permits. 

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.
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The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in February 2018. The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  The water service area for the King County Water District No. 125 (KCWD No. 125) encompasses approximately 6,075 acres in central King County, located north and east of SeaTac International Airport and south of the City of Seattle, with an eastern portion located in unincorporated King County. As of 2015, KCWD No. 125 served a population of approximately 11,855 people and 5,679 employees through an estimated 3,329 service connections. KCWD No. 125 is comprised of three former water districts: King County Water Districts No. 35, 38, and 43. 

Supply:  KCWD No. 125 maintains seven metered connections with the City of Seattle for its primary source of supply and maintains a contract with Seattle that runs through the year 2062. Storage is currently provided by a 6-million-gallon reservoir which is jointly owned with two other water districts – King County Water Districts No. 20 and 45. An additional 1.3-million-gallon storage reservoir is jointly owned with the Skyway Water and Sewer District. 

Total annual average water use within the district has fluctuated, but in general has trended downward. The Plan notes that KCWD No. 125 worked with King County and the largest water user to develop a potential water reuse situation, but that the cost of retrofitting the customer’s facility combined with the proposed cost of reuse water made the project unfeasible.  

The UTRC finds that the Plan demonstrates that KCWD No. 125 has ample water supply to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations.

Growth:  KCWD No. 125 has conducted a supply analysis that evaluated supply needs through the year 2036 and the Plan notes that the existing combination of water sources provides sufficient capacity to meet the supply requirements. The Plan does not discuss climate change impacts on water supply. 

The UTRC finds that the water supplied is sufficient for projected growth.

System Improvements:  The capital improvement plan (CIP) for KCWD No. 125 recommends improvements totaling approximately $7.8 million over a six-year period. The improvements are proposed to be financed through low-interest loans, connection charges, and capital project fees. The UTRC notes that if revenue or funding does not occur as anticipated, then KCWD No. 125 may delay its capital improvement schedule. 

The UTRC considers the CIP adequate to meet anticipated facility and service needs.

SEPA:  KCWD No. 125 has completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and issued a determination of non-significance for the Plan on February 10, 2017. There were no appeals.

Additional information regarding the Plan’s compliance with King County Code requirements and consistency with the King County Comprehensive Plan is provided in Attachment 4 (UTRC Review Matrix) to the staff report. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0265 (attachment available in the Clerk’s office)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Review Matrix
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1. Steve Hirschey, Chair, King County Utilities Technical Review Committee
2. Katherine Taylor, Government Relations Administrator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
3. Shane Young, General Manager, King County Water District No. 125
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