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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5 & 6
	DATE:
	May 15, 2003

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2003-0195
2003-0196
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


SUBJECT:  
Ordinances relating to the transfer of the Kenwood Pit and the Jacobsen Tree Farm. 

NRPOS COMMITTEE ACTION:

At the May 15, 2003 meeting of the Natural Resources, Parks and Open Space Committee, the committee adopted the striking and title amendment for 2003-0196 to make technical corrections.  The committee gave both 2003-0195 and 2003-0196 a do pass recommendation on the consent agenda.
BACKGROUND:

In response to the county’s current fiscal crisis, the 2003 county budget for the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks assumes that in-city parks, pools and community centers have been transferred to the appropriate city, or mothballed.  Additionally, county parks within the potential annexation boundaries of cities are also under consideration for transfer to those cities.  Discussions between the Executive and the City of Federal Way for the transfer of the Kenwood Pit and the City of Auburn for transfer of the Jacobsen Tree Farm ensued, and proposed interlocal agreements to accomplish the transfers have been recommended.
Kenwood Pit
The Kenwood Pit  is located in the city of Federal Way near 352th Street SW and 9th Avenue SW, about 1/2 mile west of Hylebos State Park.  The pit was originally acquired by King County Roads Division but was later acquired by Parks through a land swap.  It is one parcel with approximately eight acres of densely wooded, undeveloped land in a residential area.  The county has not expended funds to maintain or develop the parcel into a functioning park.
If the transfer is approved, the land must be used for “open space, park, or recreational facility purposes.”  The City of Federal Way has expressed interest in developing Kenwood Pit into a local park.
It should be noted that on December 16, 2002, the council approved the transfer of the Kenneth Jones Pool in Federal Way via ordinance 14555.  Contained within the respective interlocal agreement is a clause that if the council did not approve transfer of the Kenwood Pit by July 1, 2003, the pool would revert back to county possession.
Jacobsen Tree Farm

The Jacobsen Tree Farm consists of five parcels with approximately 19 acres of land in unincorporated King County within the the city of Auburn’s potential annexation area. It is located off 132nd Avenue SE and 294th Place SE, about one mile south of Lake Meridian.  The county originally purchased the property to develop a large park out of what is now an unmaintained tree farm with Christmas trees of varying sizes, and several dilapidated structures.  
If the transfer is approved, the city of Auburn in conjunction with the Auburn School District would develop the Jacobsen Tree Farm into a park and provide the additional space necessary to build a new school on land the district currently owns adjacent to the farm.  The Auburn School District would provide equivalent replacement park land for the 10 acres of the Jacobsen Tree Farm it intends to use as nonrecreational space.  The replacement park land is in proximity to the farm.
Interlocal Agreements

The interlocal agreements for transfer of both the Kenwood Pit and the Jacobsen Tree Farm are essentially the same.  Key elements of those agreements are summarized below:

· Within 30 days of the effective date, the county conveys to the cities all its ownership interest in the properties
· The property will continue to be used for recreation purposes, or replaced with property of equivalent value;

· Any differential fees charged to non-city residents for use of the parks must be reasonably related to the costs borne by city taxpayers for operating and maintaining the parks;

· Standard interlocal transfer provisions addressing condition of the facility; indemnification and hold harmless; environmental liability; audits and inspections; and similar provisions are also included in the proposed interlocal agreement.

The primary difference in the agreements being that the City of Auburn and the Auburn School District both covenant with the county and a land swap for a replacement property is established.  The City of Auburn passed resolution in November agreeing to the transfer of the Jacobsen Tree Farm.

The interlocal agreements will be concluded in substantially the form attached and minor and technical adjustments may be made after Council approval to address issues such as legal descriptions, the encumbrances to which the properties are subject, and any easements in favor of the county that need to be reserved because they were extinguished as a matter of law through a merger of interests when the county obtained the properties.
This ordinance was advertised for public hearing to be held on May 19th, 2003.  
INVITED:

Mike Thomas, Senior Policy Analyst, Budget Office

















