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The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan





January 18, 2002

Chair, King County Council

Room 120

C O U R T H O U S E 

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

This letter transmits an ordinance for Council action authorizing the King County Executive to enter into a Preconstruction, Engineering and Design agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to conduct the next stage of the Green/Duwamish River Ecosystem Restoration Project (ERP).

The ERP is a federal and local government led effort to evaluate, plan and implement comprehensive ecosystem restoration in the Green/Duwamish River watershed.  In 1997, under the authority of the federal Water Resources Development Act, the USACE and King County, as the local project sponsor, entered into a cooperative agreement to conduct the feasibility stage of the ERP.  Through a separate interlocal agreement, local governments in the watershed joined with King County to share the local sponsorship responsibilities, including providing a 50 percent total cost share through a combination of cash and in-kind services.  The ERP Feasibility Study was completed in 2000 and identified 45 sites throughout the watershed with high potential for habitat restoration. 

Also in 2000, local governments including King County with jurisdiction or interests in the Green/Duwamish River watershed entered a new phase of cooperative effort in planning for the protection and restoration of the watershed by executing a new interlocal agreement.  The Watershed Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 9 planning agreement provides for jointly planned and implemented watershed planning efforts over the next five years and also provides a mechanism to share responsibilities for other watershed protection opportunities such as ERP.  

The parties to the WRIA 9 watershed planning agreement are eager to move forward with the USACE to implement Preconstruction, Engineering and Design (PED) work for ERP.  This stage, which will be cost shared at 75 % and 25 % respectively for the USACE and local sponsors, will produce completed designs and environmental documentation for the 20 first phase projects of the 45 sites identified in the Feasibility Study as well as a number of general studies aimed at overall ecosystem restoration in the watershed.  Project teams composed of USACE, King County and other WRIA 9 jurisdictional representatives will be created for each site design and study and will be coordinated with the USACE and through the WRIA 9 Forum, the governing body for the WRIA 9 watershed planning agreement. 

The enclosed agreement between the USACE and King County as the official local sponsor covers PED Phase I or 20 of the 45 identified sites, as well as a number of general studies.  At this time the total cost of PED Phase I is estimated at $3,000,000, with $750,000 or 25 % coming from local sponsors over an approximately four-year period.  Local sponsor funds were allocated in the King County Water and Land Resources Division’s 2001 and 2002 budgets under project number 0A1475.  Total spending authority at this time is $260,000, with $150,000 budgeted in 2001 and $110,000 budgeted in 2002.

In November 2001, the WRIA 9 Forum passed a resolution memorializing the Forum’s approval and support of Forum jurisdictions sharing local sponsorship responsibilities, including financial responsibilities, under PED Phase I.  In addition, the Forum allocated 100 percent of the funds required for the local sponsorship share for 2002 from its portion of King Conservation District (KCD) assessments.  It is anticipated that local sponsorship funds required in the future will come from the jurisdictions participating in the WRIA 9 Forum, and will include a variety of sources including KCD assessment funding, local government funds, and other grant funds.

Once individual site designs are completed under PED, construction is undertaken jointly by the jurisdiction in which the site is located and the USACE, through execution of Project Construction Agreements (PCAs).  Under PED Phase I, it is anticipated that as project designs are completed they are eligible for construction initiation pending the execution of PCAs and funding availability (beginning as early as 2003).  Design of the 25 restoration sites, not included in Phase I, will be undertaken through subsequent PED phases.

Embarking on the PED work represents a great step forward in comprehensive, cooperative and leveraged efforts to restore the significant and threatened natural resources of the Green/Duwamish River watershed.  The WRIA 9 jurisdictions envision that their efforts to implement the ERP jointly with the USACE will create a lasting legacy for the watershed.

I recommend that the Council approve this ordinance.  If you have any questions or need more information, please call Daryl Grigsby, Water and Land Resources Division Manager, at

(206) 296-6585.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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