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Metropolitan King County Council
Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee
 
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Sam Porter

	Proposed No.:
	2025-0149
	Date:
	June 3, 2025



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2025-0149 would express the King County Council’s opposition to proposed federal cuts to Medicaid and affirm support for those affected.  

SUMMARY

The proposed motion would express the Council’s formal opposition to any federal actions resulting in cuts to Medicaid (known as Apple Health in Washington) and urge Congress to maintain or increase funding. The motion would also affirm the Council’s support for the healthcare workforce, recognize the contributions of care institutions that would be impacted by any reduction in Medicaid, and acknowledge advocacy of labor organizations. The motion would express the Council’s commitment to working with partners to protect and strengthen Medicaid and requests the Council Clerk to transmit a copy of the motion to the Washington state congressional delegation, the Governor, the Washington Health Care Authority, relevant healthcare labor organizations, and hospital associations. 

BACKGROUND 

Medicaid is the federally matched medical aid program under Title XIX of the Social Security Act that covers the Categorically Needy and Medically Needy programs.[footnoteRef:2] In Washington state, Medicaid covered 1,950,826 people as of June 2024.[footnoteRef:3] Medicaid provides access to medical, dental, vison, and behavioral health services to those who qualify including individuals, families, and children, pregnant women, the elderly, and people with disabilities.  [2:  Apple Health (Medicaid), Washington State Health Care Authority, https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/apple-health-medicaid ]  [3:  Impact of federal proposals on Medicaid in Washington State, May 2025, https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/program/medicaid-in-washington-state.pdf ] 


On May 25, 2025, the House of Representatives passed H.R.1., known as the “One Big Beautiful Bill Act”[footnoteRef:4], which proposes to reduce or increase spending for various federal programs, increase the statutory debt limit, and otherwise address agencies and programs throughout the federal government, including Medicaid. H.R.1. is a reconciliation bill and as such does not directly cut funding but directs House, committees to submit legislation to the House Budget Committee to effectuate such changes through appropriation bills.  [4:  H.R.1 - One Big Beautiful Bill Act, https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1 ] 


As described by King County Budget Director Dwight Dively in the Committee of the Whole (COW) on May 27, 2025, these appropriation bills would need to be passed by September 30, 2025, for the next fiscal year beginning October 1, 2025.[footnoteRef:5] Director Dively described H.R.1. as a high-level spending and revenue plan for the federal government over 10 years, “without details about how it would be implemented.” Director Dively stated that H.R.1. proposes $800 billion of cuts to Medicaid over 10 years which, if implemented, would cut services and eligibility although it is unclear how exactly these cuts would affect King County government and residents.  [5:  Briefing 2025-B0085, Federal Government Update Impacts on Operations and Funding, https://king.granicus.com/player/clip/10981?view_id=4&redirect=true ] 


ANALYSIS

The proposed motion expresses the King County Council’s formal opposition to any proposed federal actions that would reduce Medicaid funding and urges Congress to maintain or increase funding to ensure continued access to essential healthcare services. The proposed motion affirms the Council’s support for the healthcare workforce including, “home care aides, nursing assistants, behavioral health workers, and hospital staff, whose roles are central to our health system and funded in large part through Medicaid.” The proposed motion recognizes the contributions of healthcare institutions, “including nonprofit and for-profit hospital systems, long-term care facilities, and community clinics, which would be seriously impacted by any reduction in Medicaid funding” and acknowledges the advocacy of labor organizations including SEIU 775, SEIU Healthcare 1199NW, and Washington Federation of State Employees. 

The proposed motion expresses the Council’s commitment to, “working with federal, state, labor, and provider partners, to protect and strengthen Medicaid and ensure that King County residents continue to receive the healthcare and supports they need to thrive.” Lastly, the proposed motion directs the Council Clerk to transmit a copy of the motion to Washington’s congressional delegation, the Governor, the Washington Health Care Authority, relevant healthcare labor organizations, and hospital associations.
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