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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2021-0420 would amend King County Code Chapter 1.10 relating to voters' pamphlets to align with state law.

SUMMARY

In 2020, the Washington State Legislature amended state law to require counties to produce a local voters' pamphlet with information on all measures and candidates within that jurisdiction before any primary, general, or special election. As a result, certain provisions of King County Code related to voters' pamphlets are no longer applicable. The County currently follows the amended state law requirements. The proposed ordinance would make consistency changes to align code with state law.

Specifically, the proposed ordinance would:
· require, rather than authorize, publication and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet based on state law;
· remove language requiring the countywide pamphlet to include measures and candidates of cities, towns, and special taxing districts located partly within the County if requested;
· remove language requiring publication and distribution of a jurisdiction-specific pamphlet if a countywide local voters' pamphlet is not published for a special election; and 
· repeal a subsection that authorizes the Executive to enter into interlocal agreements to produce a local voters' pamphlet. 

BACKGROUND 

The County's regulations relating to local voters' pamphlets are outlined in King County Code (K.C.C.) Chapter 1.10.

In 1984, under Substitute House Bill 1415, the Washington State Legislature authorized the legislative authority of any county or first-class or code city to adopt an ordinance authorizing the publication and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet. If both a county and a first-class or code city within that county authorized a local voters' pamphlet for the same election, the pamphlet would be produced jointly.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Substitute House Bill 1415; Washington Laws 1984 Chapter 106] 


In 1987, under Ordinance 8113, the King County Council authorized the publication and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet. In 2015, under Ordinance 18167, Council revised code to authorize a pamphlet for all primary and general elections and for special elections when a county elective office or ballot measure appears on the ballot. The ordinance also authorized a jurisdiction-specific pamphlet, if requested by a city, town, or special taxing district entirely or partly within King County, if a countywide local voters' pamphlet is not published for a special election.

In July 2020, under Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2421, the Washington State Legislature amended RCW 29A.32.210 to require all counties to publish and distribute local voters' pamphlets before any primary, general, or special election held under RCW 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330, with information on all measures and candidates within that jurisdiction.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  RCW 29A.32.210; Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2421  ] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Code Changes. Proposed Ordinance 2021-0420 would amend the following sections of K.C.C. Chapter 1.10 to align county code with state law and remove provisions that are no longer applicable. The County currently follows the amended state law requirements to publish and distribute a local voters' pamphlet with candidates and measures from the county and cities, towns, and special taxing districts within the county. The proposed ordinance includes the following changes:

· K.C.C. 1.10.010.A: The proposed ordinance would amend this subsection to require, rather than authorize, publication and distribution of a local voters' pamphlet in compliance with state law.[footnoteRef:3] The proposed ordinance would also make technical changes to align code with the language in state law.   [3:  Chapter 29A.32 RCW ] 


· K.C.C. 1.10.010.B: The proposed ordinance would remove subsection B.3, which authorizes the countywide pamphlet to include measures and candidates of cities, towns, and special taxing districts located partly within the County if requested. This provision is no longer applicable since state law now requires counties to produce and distribute a local voters' pamphlet with information on all measures and candidates within that jurisdiction. The proposed ordinance would amend subsection B.2 with the language "entirely or partly within King County." 

· K.C.C. 1.10.010.C: The proposed ordinance would remove this subsection, which authorizes publication and distribution of a jurisdiction-specific pamphlet, if requested by a city, town, or special taxing district entirely or partly within King County, if a countywide local voters' pamphlet is not published for a special election. This provision is no longer applicable since state law now requires counties to produce a local voters' pamphlet for any primary, general, or special election.

· K.C.C. 1.10.050: The proposed ordinance would repeal this subsection, which authorizes the Executive to enter into interlocal agreements to produce a local voters' pamphlet. Prior to the 2020 state law amendment, if both a county and city within that county authorized a local voters' pamphlet, the pamphlet would be produced jointly. This provision is no longer applicable since state law now requires counties to produce a local voters' pamphlet with information on all measures and candidates within that jurisdiction.
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