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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Nick Bowman

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0166
	Date:
	July 17, 2024



SUBJECT

Requesting the Executive to evaluate strategies to improve traffic safety along county-maintained roads in and around the Fairwood community of unincorporated King County and prepare a report. 

SUMMARY

[bookmark: _Hlk171065992]Proposed Motion 2024-0166 would request that the Executive address the recent increase in traffic related injuries and fatalities in the unincorporated community of Fairwood, particularly along 140th Ave SE, by evaluating all available strategies to improve traffic safety in the area. Strategies to be evaluated include utilizing traffic enforcement cameras at high-risk locations, constructing traffic calming capital improvements and other appropriate roadway safety countermeasures, and coordinating emphasis patrols by law enforcement officers.   

The proposed motion asks the Executive to prepare a report that lists the roadways and roadway segments in the Fairwood community that should be prioritized for improvement, describes traffic safety strategies and projects that will be developed, and assesses staff and resource needs necessary to implement the identified strategies and projects. The report should be submitted to the Council by August 30, 2024.      

BACKGROUND 

In recent years, traffic fatalities and serious injuries have been increasing at significant rates across the state and in King County. According to the Harborview Injury Prevention and Research Center at the University of Washington, there were 810 traffic deaths in Washington state in 2023, a 10% increase since 2022, and the largest number of traffic deaths in the state since 1990.[footnoteRef:1] In King County, the Washington State Traffic Safety Commission reports that there were 167 traffic deaths involving motor vehicles in 2023; a 9% increase since 2022 and twice the number of fatalities recorded in 2014.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Harborview Injury Prevention & Research Center, University of Washington, Washington Traffic Deaths Reach 33-Year High, May 14, 2024 (link)]  [2:  Washington Traffic Safety Commission Data Dashboard (link) ] 

Speeding has often been a major cause of traffic crashes, particularly in those crashes resulting in injury or death. Washington State Traffic Safety Commission data shows that speeding was a contributing factor in 245 out of 542 (31%) traffic fatalities in King County between 2018 and 2023. In March of this year, a crash at the intersection of SE 192nd St and 140th Ave SE in the Fairwood community by a vehicle reportedly traveling at speeds in excess of one hundred twelve miles per hour took the lives of a mother and three children, and seriously injured two more children.

Multiple King County agencies and divisions have responsibilities for the safety of drivers and pedestrians using the county's unincorporated roadways.  The Road Services Division of the Department of Local Services is responsible for the safety and maintenance of the county's roadway network, the Sheriff's Office is responsible for enforcement of traffic laws, the District Court is responsible for adjudicating and processing traffic enforcement citations, and the Department of Public Health is responsible for monitoring safety and public health risks including those related to traffic safety. 
 
ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2024-0166 requests that the Executive address the recent increase in traffic related injuries and fatalities along 140th Ave SE, and at nearby intersections and roadways, by evaluating all available strategies to improve traffic safety on county-maintained roadways in and around the Fairwood community of unincorporated King County and prepare a report. 

The proposed motion asks the Executive to consider strategies including, but not limited to:
· Utilizing traffic enforcement cameras at the intersection of 140th Ave SE and 192nd St, on 140th Ave SE in front of Carriage Crest Elementary School, and at other high-risk locations in and around the Fairwood community; 
· Assessing the feasibility of traffic calming capital improvements on 140th Ave SE, at the entrances to the Windham Ridge Neighborhood, and in other high-risk areas in and around the Fairwood community; and
· Coordinating emphasis patrols by law enforcement officers along 140th Ave SE and other areas in and around the Fairwood community known to experience excessive speeding or higher crash risks. 

The proposed motion also requests that the Executive prepare a report to be submitted to the Council by August 30, 2024. The report should include, but not be limited to:
· A listing and description of segments along 140th Ave SE and all other county-maintained roads and roadway segments in and around the Fairwood community known to experience excessive speeding or higher crash risks, along with recommendations for prioritizing improvements on these roads; 
· A listing and description of traffic safety strategies and projects, including capital improvements, that will be developed and implemented to reduce traffic related injuries and deaths along 140th Ave SE and other county-maintained roads and roadway segments in and around the Fairwood community along with an estimated timeline for their implementation; and
· An analysis of additional staff and resource needs across King County departments and agencies necessary to develop and implement traffic safety strategies and projects along 140th Ave SE and other county-maintained roads and roadway segments in and around the Fairwood community.    

AMENDMENT

Striking Amendment S1 would add language to clearly define the road corridors and geographic boundaries included in the proposed study and change the due date of the requested report from August 30, 2024, to December 31st, 2024. 
 
INVITED

· Joann Kosai-Eng, County Road Engineer, Roads Services Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0166 
2. Amendment S1
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