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Metropolitan King County Council 
Committee of the Whole 

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	10
	Name:
	Lise Kaye

	Proposed No.:
	2016-0401
	Date:
	October 17, 2016




SUBJECT	

An ordinance moving existing King County Code Chapter 14.60, Commute Trip Reduction, to a new chapter in King County Code Title 28. 

SUMMARY

This proposed legislation consolidates sections of the King County Code that address Commute Trip Reduction into Title 28, Metropolitan Functions.

BACKGROUND

The state’s 1991 commute trip reduction (CTR) law was designed to reduce traffic congestion, energy use and vehicle-related pollution by encouraging employees to make fewer commute-to-work trips in single-occupant motor vehicles.  CTR requirements apply to “affected employers,” those with one hundred or more affected employees[footnoteRef:1] at a single worksite.  Local jurisdictions with affected employer work sites were required to adopt CTR implementation ordinances; King County Code 14.60 is King County’s CTR law for the unincorporated urban area. [footnoteRef:2] [1:  Generally, “affected employees” are full-time employees who begin work between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. on two or more weekdays for at least twelve contiguous months.]  [2:  According to Road Services staff, Delta Marine is currently the only CTR-affected employer in unincorporated King County.] 


The state’s 2006 CTR Efficiency Act (RCW 70.94.521 through RCW 70.94.555) requires each jurisdiction with at least one CTR affected employer site within its urban growth area to develop a CTR plan that demonstrates how the jurisdiction will make progress to meet the requirements of the law.  Jurisdictions are also required to revise their CTR ordinances to ensure consistency with state law.

State law requirements focus on: (1) reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled (“VMT”) by affected employees and (2) reducing the percentage of affected employee commute trips that are made by single occupant drivers.  Affected employers are required to develop and implement CTR programs that comply with requirements established in RCW 70.94.531.
In 2011, the Council adopted Ordinance 17034, approving the County’s updated CTR Plan[footnoteRef:3] for the unincorporated urban area.  The plan: [3:  Dated February 8, 2011.] 


· Adopts overall unincorporated area targets for reducing VMT and reducing the drive-alone percentage by affected employees.
· Adopts targets for the two affected employers to reduce VMT and reduce the drive-alone percentage by affected employees.
· Lists the elements for inclusion in affected employers’ CTR programs consistent with state law requirements in RCW 70.94.531.
· Lists the CTR Plan work program elements that the County will implement, including the process for reviewing exemption and modification requests and the procedure for dealing with non-compliance issues.  

ANALYSIS

The Proposed Ordinance will move King County Code Chapter 14.60, Commute Trip Reduction, from Title 14, Roads and Bridges to Title 28, Metropolitan Functions.  The sections to be moved are listed below: 

	14.60.010	Definitions.
	14.60.020	Commute trip reduction plan, base year values and zones.
	14.60.030	Applicability.
	14.60.040	Employer program requirements.
	14.60.050	Schedule for submittal, review and implementation.
	14.60.060	Criteria for goal attainment.
	14.60.070	Credits, goal and program modifications, and exemptions.
	14.60.080	Reconsideration - appeal.
	14.60.100	Administrative rules and procedures.

Chapter 28, the Metropolitan Functions Title of the King County Code includes Section 28.94.110 entitled “Commute trip reduction program.” This section authorizes 

· the director to develop and administer a CTR program
· the executive to enter into agreements to provide commute CTR-related expertise and services to agencies and services, provided that 
· the department recovers its costs “to the maximum extent practicable,” and
· the Council approves the agreements[footnoteRef:4] [4:  to the extent such approval is required by the King County Charter, ordinance and/ applicable state law (KCC 28.94.110)] 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0401
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note


INVITED

· Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division
· Rick Brater, County Road Engineer
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