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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	6, 7, 8 and 9 
	DATE:
	May 2, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0141, -0143, -0144 
and -0146 
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT: 
Proposed Motions 2002-0141, -0143, -0144 and -0146 confirm the Executive’s appointments of Roger Calhoon, Karen Kinney, Martin Nyberg and Judy Duff to the King County Agriculture Commission. 

BACKGROUND
Farmland comprises about three percent, or 42,000 acres, of all the land in King County, down from 12 percent, or 165,000 acres, in 1945.  However, since 1994, the amount of agricultural land in King County has remained stable due, in large part, to a variety of county policies and initiatives to conserve these commercially viable resource lands. 

• Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) 

Adopted in 1979, the FPP allowed the county to acquire the development rights on approximately 12,800 acres of farmlands. Fifty ($50) million was expended in the original bond issue, and approximately $3.5 million remains from the ANRI and FPP fund balance for additional acquisitions. 

• Agricultural Production Districts 

In 1985, the Comp Plan clustered most of the county’s agricultural land into five Agricultural Production Districts (APDs), requiring large lot zoning and specifying agriculture as the preferred use.  The Comp Plan also requires mitigation through replacement should agricultural land within an APD be converted to a different use. 

• Arts & Natural Resources Initiative (ANRI)

Passed in 1995 to supplement the Farmland Preservation Program, the ANRI provided $3 million for additional development rights acquisitions and the development of new programs to support farmers, such as Puget Sound Fresh, Farm Link and the Community Agriculture Grant Program.

• Current Use Program 

Owners of agricultural designated property receive a reduction in their property tax bill by agreeing to commercially farm the land.  This program was initiated in 1970 and currently protects approximately 32,000 acres of agricultural land.


• Agriculture Commission

Created in 1994, the Agriculture Commission is a forum for farmers to provide input on land use decisions and on policies and regulations affecting commercial agriculture.  The Commission’s goal is to “preserve and enhance agricultural land, promote a viable agricultural community and educate the public about the benefits of local agricultural products.”  The Commission consists of 15 volunteer members of which eight must be producers engaged in the business of producing an agricultural commodity for market in commercial quantities. All members serve three-year terms. 

King County Code 2.40.040 outlines the duties of the Agriculture Commission.  The Commission advises the Council and Executive on land use polices pertaining to agricultural land as well as develops programs that promote the commercial viability of farming.  Highlights of the Commission’s activities include:

• Farm Link ~ A joint program of the Agriculture Commission and the Snohomish County Agricultural Advisory Board to link existing farmers with new farmers interested in preserving and operating the farm.  The program provides access to information and new opportunities, such as available land, equipment or training. 

• Puget Sound Fresh ~ A marketing program begun in 1998 by the Agriculture Commission to encourage consumers, wholesalers, retailers and restaurants to purchase farm products grown in the 12-county Puget Sound region.  Local products are identified with the Puget Sound Fresh label.  The program’s goal is to help make local farming economically viable by developing markets for these products in urban areas.  Approximately 130 farmers in the 12-county Puget Sound region are participating in the program. 

• ESA ~ The Agriculture Commission has been involved in providing comment and direction to the Tri-county effort concerning agriculture under the 4-d rule.  A new approach in these final rules exempts certain state or local conservation efforts from the so-called "take" prohibition.
CANDIDATES TO THE AGRICULTURE COMMISSION

The following appointments are for partial terms expiring February 28, 2004.
2002-0141 ~ ROGER CALHOON is the general manager of Farm LLC, a community-based company whose goal is to preserve farmland and promote sustainable farming in the Sammamish Valley.  Formed in 1999, Farm LLC has purchased three parcels of farmland and leases one of those properties to the Root Connection, a local subscription farm with 500 members.  Mr. Calhoon lives in Redmond in Council District 3.  
2002-143 – KAREN KINNEY is the associate director of the Neighborhood Farmers Market Alliance which operates four farmers markets from May through November in Seattle including: West Seattle, Columbia City, Lake City and the University District. Over 140 farmers from throughout the state of Washington participate in direct sales through Seattle farmers markets.  Ms. Kinney is also a board member of the Washington State Farmers Market Association and is experienced in direct marketing and agriculture issues around the state.  She resides in Seattle in Council District 5.

2002-0144 – MARTIN NYBERG is the co-owner of Greenman Farm, a two-acre subscription farm on Vashon Island. The site has been farmed continuously for nearly 100 years.  Mr. Nyberg and his partner, Jasper, have operated the farm since 1998 where they raise organic vegetables, herbs, meat and dairy products.  Mr. Nyberg lives in Council District 8.
2002-0146 ~ JUDY DUFF has over 19 years experience in farming and is the owner of Duffield Farm, a family farm in the Highline area.  She and her family also operate two additional farms, one in the Kent area and one in Pierce County.  She is the co-founder of the United Farmers Coalition, an advocacy group for farmers based at the Pike Place Market.  She is also the president of the North Highline Unincorporated Area Council (UAC) where she has been active on policy issues relating to commercial agriculture and land use.  She resides in Council District 5.
ATTENDEES:  

Laurie Clinton, Livestock Program Analyst, Department of Natural Resources & Parks

Eric Nelson, Staff Liaison, Agriculture Commission, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
ATTACHMENTS: 

A.  Proposed Motion 2002-0141 with attachments

B.  Proposed Motion 2002-0143 with attachments

C.  Proposed Motion 2002-0144 with attachments

D.  Proposed Motion 2002-0146 with attachments

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only. 
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