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March 5, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will authorize the Executive to execute an interlocal agreement between King County and the city of Seattle granting the Historic Seattle Preservation and Development Authority (“Historic Seattle”) the ability to exercise its chartered authority within unincorporated King County.

Specifically, the legislation will accomplish the following:

· Authorize Historic Seattle, a public corporation chartered by the city of Seattle, to acquire, rehabilitate, and resell threatened historic properties in unincorporated King County using Preservation Action Fund proceeds in accordance with Ordinance 18441, and execute future projects. King County Ordinance 18441 and Seattle Ordinance 125420 provide background information and are attached to this letter.

The legislation also furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The legislation furthers the Economic Growth and Built Environment goal of the King County Strategic Plan by proactively preserving and rehabilitating King County’s historic buildings to promote sustainable building practices and catalyze economic development in local communities.
· The legislation furthers King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative goals by implementing a program that can be used to preserve and rehabilitate historic buildings associated with underrepresented groups and provide housing opportunities for all income levels.
· The legislation furthers the Strategic Climate Action Plan goal of reducing energy use and greenhouse gas emissions by promoting the energy efficient practice of preserving and adaptively reusing historic buildings as opposed to demolishing them and construction new buildings in their place.
· The legislation implements the Rural Economic Strategies Plan and has the following impacts on unincorporated area residents: promotes opportunities for rural residents to both live and work in the rural area.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In developing the legislation, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) engaged the city of Seattle, 4Culture, Historic Seattle, and the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation by working collaboratively to determine the process by which Historic Seattle can exercise its chartered authority in unincorporated King County. DNRP worked to incorporate the input into the legislation, and the city of Seattle, 4Culture, Historic Seattle, and the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation support the legislation.

Thank you for considering this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents by protecting and restoring historic properties that are a significant part of King County’s heritage and economic base.

If you have any questions about this ordinance, please contact Jennifer Meisner, Historic Preservation Officer in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at
206-477-0384.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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