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	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2024 Revised Budget, Annualized
	
	$92,689,281
	
	$94,549,638
	
	23.0
	
	0.0

	2025 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$785,241
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2025 Decision Packages
	
	$21,504,006
	
	$2,016
	
	0.0 
	
	0.0 

	2025 Proposed Budget
	
	$114,979,000
	
	$94,552,000
	
	23.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium
	
	24.0%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium
	
	23.2%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Mental Illness and Drug Dependency sales tax



DESCRIPTION

The Mental Illness and Drug Dependency (MIDD) fund is comprised of sales tax revenue dedicated by state law to supporting new or expanded behavioral health (substance use disorder and mental health) treatment programs and services, and for the operation of therapeutic court programs and services. The King County Council last renewed the MIDD sales tax in 2016 and it will expire at the end of 2025. The sales tax is planned to be renewed in 2025 as MIDD III.

According to DCHS staff, “to prepare for a renewal proposal, DCHS is engaging communities, service participants, providers, and councilmembers this fall around behavioral health system needs and priorities, and is assessing existing MIDD services, to inform the renewal of the MIDD tax. […] DCHS expects to develop a proposal to the council for a renewed behavioral health sales tax that draws upon councilmember perspective, community input, analysis of current regional behavioral health needs, and review of existing MIDD programming. DCHS anticipates that this analysis and input, as well as the proposal, will be made available to the council and the community, though the specific form and timing of transmittal(s) to the council have not yet been determined.”

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The proposed budget would increase the appropriation authority for the MIDD Fund by $22.2 million for 2025, the final year of MIDD 2. Of this, $14.6 million is a reappropriation of funding previously committed to capital improvements, operations, and maintenance of the following facilities:
· $5.8 million for provider facility/capital improvements 
· $5.3 million for Sobering Center capital
· $3.5 million for Cascade Hall maintenance and operations 

The remaining $7.6 million represents decision packages that would extend one-time funding through 2025, replace expired COVID funding, or support a pilot program. These are: 
· $121,500 to supplant a reduction from the Seattle School District to maintain the Recovery High School program at existing levels through 2025. The Recovery High School is supported by $193,000 Substance Abuse Block Grant budgeted in the Behavioral Health Fund, which is projected to be exhausted by September 2025.
· $250,000 to maintain MIDD funding through 2025 for the Housing and Recovery Through Peer Services (HARPS) program providing housing support and short-term housing subsidies to eligible individuals exiting inpatient behavioral health facilities, including Western State Hospital.
· $314,000 to extend one-time MIDD funding provided in the 2023-2024 biennium to increase capacity for VITAL, the Intensive Care Management Team is a strategy of the former Familiar Faces Initiative. 
· $250,000 to maintain MIDD funding for Youth Support Services that is set to expire in 2024.
· $134,000 to cover an increase in the cost of methadone dosing in the King County Correctional Facilities (KCCF). The contract has not increased costs in 10 years and for Jail Health Services to secure a contract the budget needed to increase from the $215,600 currently in the base Behavioral Health Fund which has no capacity to increase. 
· $106,440 to maintain the Assessor in Jail Health Services (JHS) serving Regional Mental Health Court Housing program services through 2025. The JHS SUD Assessor is a substance use disorder professional providing in-custody SUD assessments at KCCF for Regional Mental Health Court/Regional Veterans Court referrals and participants.
· $350,000 to resume MIDD funding for the Washington Recovery Alliance (WRA) in 2025 which utilized ARPA funding through 2024.
· $467,400 to add one-time funding to maintain the current School Based Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Services/Treatment (SBIRT) to cover increased license costs for the digital screening tool and to supplant expiring COVID funding for two school districts who joined the program between RFP cycles. 
· $100,000 to fund the web-based Strength at Home[footnoteRef:1] pilot program for those self- or court-identified as having difficulties with domestic violence. The Department of Public Defense and Prosecuting Attorney’s Office selected the program because, “in clinical trials, individuals who engaged in Strength at Home saw physical aggression reduced by 56% and also saw a significant decrease in psychological aggression, alcohol misuse, and PTSD symptoms.” [1:  Welcome to Strength at Home - Strength At Home] 

· $146,482 to maintain Mental Health First Aid through 2025.

KEY ISSUES

Council staff have not identified any key issues with this budget.
