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Interim planning is underway on state issues, we are tracking several federal issues that are heating up.
State: Policy
Health Disparities
The Governor’s Interagency Council on Health Disparities has selected two new priorities: adverse birth outcomes and childhood obesity.  They are seeking recommendations from partners as they move forward in these two focus areas. 

Federal: Policy
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) Reauthorization

Among the many provisions of the Affordable Care Act was an extension of the authorization of the federal CHIP program for an additional two years—through September 30, 2015.  
Regulating E-Cigarettes

On April 24 2014, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration proposed rules that call for strict regulation of electronic cigarettes. The proposed rules include:  a ban on selling the product to minors, vending machine prohibition, and a requirement that the product include health warnings. Manufacturers would also be required to register all their products and ingredients with the FDA. Notably, the proposed rules do not ban the use of flavors such as chocolate or bubble gum, which may attract children. The rules will be finalized following a 75-day public comment period which ends on July 9, 2014.
Childhood Obesity

Senator Blumenthal (D-CT) and Senator Harkin (D-IA) introduced the Stop Subsidizing Childhood Obesity Act, which would prohibit companies from deducting expenses for advertising and marketing unhealthy foods to children under 14. Revenue generated by eliminating these tax deductions would be directed to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, which serves fruit and vegetable snacks to elementary school students in low-income areas. Representative DeLauro (D-CT) is the sponsor of a similar bill (H.R. 2831) in the U.S. House of Representatives. According to researched published in the Journal of Law and Economics, eliminating the deductibility of costs associated with unhealthy food marketing could reduce rates of obesity by five to seven percent, which would mean 700,000 to 1 million fewer obese children.

