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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES & UTILITIES COMMITTEE

REVISED STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	
	DATE:
	September 20, 2004

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2004-0251,0255,0256,0276
	PREPARED BY:
	Marilyn Cope


Proposed Motion 2004-0251 was amended at the NRU Committee on September 13, 2004 to reflect the correct spelling of Allen Una’s first name.  After  Proposed Motion 2004-0251 was amended all of the proposed motions were given a DO PASS recommendation. 
SUBJECT: 
Four Proposed Motions confirming the executive’s appointments to the Rural Forest Commission.
BACKGROUND:  The King County Rural Forest Commission was established in October of 1997.  The King County Farm and Forest Report, and the King County Comprehensive Plan, Policy RL-207A, called for the creation of a commission to represent the diversity of forest interests in the county.  The purpose of the commission is to review the development and implementation of strategies, innovative programs, policies and regulations that benefit forestry and to advise the county on ways to preserve rural forests and promote rural forestry.  

By ordinance, the Rural Forest Commission members are selected to represent specific and diverse rural forest interests and geographic regions of rural King County.  The Commission consists of thirteen voting members who serve staggered three year terms.  Commission membership shall include an equitable representation of the following interests:

1. At least five (5) members representing private rural forest landowners, with at least one (1) from each of the following ownership categories:

a) greater than five hundred (500) acres of rural forest land;

b) forty (40) to five hundred (500) acres of rural forest land, and for whom income from forestry is an important component of total income;

c) residential forest land owner with greater than twenty (20) acres, and are enrolled in the Forest Land Designation program; and

d) residential forest land owner with less than twenty (20) acres of rural forest land;

2. Advocates of non-timber values, such as environmental protection, recreation or open space;

3. The Washington Department of Natural Resources;

4. Affected Indian Tribes;

5. Consumers or users of local forest products, such as mills, lumber suppliers, craftsmen, florist suppliers, or users of other alternative forest products;

6. Academic or professional foresters, or forestry associations; and

7. Rural cities.

In addition to the voting members, the Commission includes the following non-voting ex-officio members: the directors of the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, Development and Environmental Services, Human Resources, and the Budget Office; a representative of the Natural Resources and Utilities Committee; and the director of the King Conservation District.

The Commission is staffed by the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
APPOINTMENTS TO THE KING COUNTY RURAL FOREST COMMISSION:

Allen Una – Mr. Una is a resident of Palmer in District Nine.  He is being appointed for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2006 for the purpose of representing small private land owners, consumers of forest products and advocate for non-timber values for forestland.  Mr. Una is a long-time rural resident of the Pacific Northwest and owns forty acres of designated forestland in King County.  He is a carpenter by trade and logs and mills his own timber for his woodworking.
Alex Kamola – Mr. Kamola is a resident of Auburn in District 13.  He is being appointed for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2006 for the purpose of representing small and large private land owners.  Mr. Kamola is the President of Green River Forestry Services, Inc. which assists forest landowners in the permitting processes for timber harvesting and reforestation and formulates stewardship plans.  He is also a member of the Association of Consulting Foresters and on the Advisory Board of Natural Resources Program at Green River Community College.    
Leonard Guss – Mr. Guss is a resident of Woodinville in District 3.  He is being appointed for a three year term to expire on September 30, 2007 for the purpose of representing consumers of forest products.  Mr. Guss is a member of the Forest Products Society which performs forest industry marketing and economic studies and analysis for private businesses and government agencies.

Jim Franzel – Mr. Franzel is a resident of Bellevue in District 12.  He is being appointed for a three year term to expire on September 30, 2007 for the purpose of representing forestland and stewardship of resources as a private citizen.  Professionally, Mr. Franzel has worked for the Unites States Department of Forest Service in Snoqualmie for twenty-seven years and is a fish biologist.  He has also worked on the Mountains to Sound Greenway project. 
AMENDMENT:

An amendment and title amendment have been prepared to reflect the correct spelling of Mr. Una’s first name.

ATTENDING:

1. Benj Wadsworth, Forestry Program Analyst, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

2. Allen Una, Executive Appointee to the to the Rural Forest Commission

3. Alex Kamola, Executive Appointee to the to the Rural Forest Commission

4. Leonard Guss, Executive Appointee to the to the Rural Forest Commission

5. Jim Franzell, Executive Appointee to the to the Rural Forest Commission
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