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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

Law, Justice, & Human Service Committee
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  3
DATE:  June 1, 2006
PROPOSED ORDINNANCE:  2006-0234
PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE adopting the revision of the voting precincts of King County for the year 2006.
SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0234 would approve the 2006 alterations to voting precincts for King County.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0234 must be approved and effective prior to the statutory deadline of June 23, 2006.
BACKGROUND:  The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an ongoing responsibility.  The reasons for this ordinance this year are:
· To level precincts to maintain voter population within the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code; and
· To accommodate the convenience of the voters as proposed by petition, voter comments or election official recommendations.

Table One presents changes to voting precincts, by council district.  There were relatively few precinct changes made in 2006.  Out of 2577 voting precincts, 30 voting precincts were altered, no precincts were added and 22 precincts were abolished.
For comparative purposes, percent changes, by council district, are presented.  For example, Council District One has a total of 313 voting precincts.  Of these voting precincts in council district one, three precincts (.958%) were altered, no precincts were added, and three precincts (.958%) were abolished.
Table One

Changes by Council District
	Council District
	Total Precincts
	Number Altered Precincts
	Percent Altered Precincts
	Number Added Precincts
	Percent Added Precincts
	Number Abolished Precincts
	Percent Abolished Precincts

	District 1
	313
	3
	.958%
	0
	0
	3
	.958%

	District 2
	324
	5
	1.54%
	0
	0
	4
	1.23%

	District 3
	265
	3
	1.13%
	0
	0
	1
	.377%

	District 4
	364
	6
	1.65%
	0
	0
	2
	.549%

	District 5
	221
	4
	1.81%
	0
	0
	4
	1.81%

	District 6
	308
	4
	1.30%
	0
	0
	4
	1.30%

	District 7
	229
	0
	0%
	0
	0
	0
	0%

	District 8
	293
	3
	1.02%
	0
	0
	2
	.683%

	District 9
	260
	2
	.769%
	0
	0
	2
	.769%

	Total
	2577
	30
	1.16%
	0
	0
	22
	.854%


District Court Electoral Boundaries – As provided by K.C.C. 1.12.010.F, the precinct alterations affect the boundary descriptions of the District Court electoral districts; therefore, an amending ordinance is required.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0252 would accomplish this and the legislation has been referred to the Law, Justice and Human Services Committee.
Notifying Voters of Precinct Changes –The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections must notify voters of their new precinct status, and any possible change in polling location by the end of June.

Impact of Proposed All Mail Voting – The proposed move to vote by mail would take effect in 2007.  Therefore, there is still a need to adopt Proposed Ordinance 2006-0234 to comply with county code (annual precinct adjustment) and to facilitate the distribution of the District Court judicial district boundaries for the fall 2006 election cycle.

The issue of precinct size has been identified as an issue to be reviewed by the proposed project team that will oversee possibly implementation of vote by mail if approved by the Council.  Appropriate discussion and weighing of options regarding the current code restrictions on the size of a voting precinct are appropriate to the vote by mail implementation project.  This is among the areas the management audit and citizens' election oversight committee have recommended to the county as a whole for review and possible revision.

INVITED:
Harry Sanders, Program Manager, Geographical Information System, REALS, DES

ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Proposed Ordinance 2006-0234 (attachments will be available for review at the meeting.)
2. Transmittal letter
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