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SUBJECT

A briefing on the Road Services Division’s Clear Zone Safety Program.

SUMMARY

As defined in the King County Road Standards, the clear zone “is a roadside border area starting at the edge of the traveled way available for use by errant vehicles. This area may consist of a shoulder, a recoverable slope, a nonrecoverable slope, and/or a clear run-out area.”  Council appropriated $500,000 for a Clear Zone Safety Program (CIP No. 1027161) in the 2015-2016 biennial budget.  Prior to the 2015-2016 biennial budget, clear zone work was part of the RSD’s guardrail program. 

The RSD’s CIP describes this project as follows:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This program will continue and augment safety work relating to clear zones adjacent to County roads. The clear zone, as defined in the King County Road Standards, is a roadside border area starting at the edge of the travel way available for use by errant vehicles. This area may consist of a shoulder, a recoverable slope, a non-recoverable slope, and/or a clear run-out area. The program provides an integrated approach to regulating and improving the clear zones adjacent to County roads.

According to RSD staff, RSD has initiated an inventory of objects in the clear zone.  In the course of the inventory, RSD staff have marked trees and other objects.  RSD has received a number of inquiries from the public about the inventory and markings and about project-related clear zone issues. Given the concerns expressed, executive staff will brief the Committee on implementation plans for the program.
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