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August 19, 2014
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
This letter transmits an ordinance addressing requirements of state law regarding emergency work to protect King County residents against flooding. It also provides notification regarding use of County forces to address the emergency pursuant to K.C.C. 2.93.080. 

In early 2014, the water level of Horseshoe Lake in Southeast King County was rising rapidly, posing an imminent threat to both public and private property. An immediate response was necessary, and the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) issued a determination of emergency and a waiver of procurement procedures in accordance with the King County Code and applicable state law requirements. 
The Road Services Division of the Department of Transportation had experience in responding to similar emergencies at Horseshoe Lake and was able to deploy immediately to begin fabricating a 4,000-foot long pipeline to perform emergency pumping operations. The operations were successful and prevented potentially significant property damage. 

DNRP also monitored operations to ensure that pumping did not impact neighboring properties. 

RCW 36.32.235 provides exemptions from bidding requirements in emergencies such as the one at Horseshoe Lake, but requires the County Council to certify the costs incurred to address the emergency. The enclosed motion satisfies this requirement. 
This legislation supports the justice and safety goal of the King County Strategic Plan and Equity and Social Justice Initiative by addressing the objective of keeping people safe in their homes and communities and is consistent with the strategy to provide rapid emergency response.
If you have any questions, please contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the 
Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, 
at 206-477-4601.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Interim Chief of Staff



  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Harold Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation


Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)

Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

