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SUBJECT   

A briefing regarding approval of the 2016 Regional Policy Committee Work Program including identification of subject matters for referral of legislation.

BACKGROUND 

The Metropolitan King County Charter includes specific language regarding the responsibilities and operation of the Regional Policy Committee (RPC).  The RPC is one of three committees formed when voters approved the merger of Metro (transit and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The charter, as amended in 2008 states the following regarding regional committees (emphasis added on the work program adoption and relation to the referral of legislation):

270.30  Powers and Duties.
	Each regional committee shall develop, propose, review and recommend action on ordinances and motions adopting, repealing, or amending transit, water quality or other regional countywide policies and plans within the subject matter area of the committee.  The subject matter area of the regional policies committee shall consist of those countywide plans and policies included in the committee's work program by a majority of the members present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half affirmative votes.
	The county council shall refer each such proposed ordinance or motion, except those developed and proposed by a regional committee, to a regional committee for review.  The regional committee shall complete review and recommend action within one hundred twenty days or such other time as is jointly established by the county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the metropolitan county council.  If the committee fails to act upon the proposed ordinance or motion within the established time limit, the county council may adopt the proposed ordinance or motion upon six affirmative votes.  The committee may request, by motion to the county council, additional time for review.
	A proposed ordinance or motion that has been reviewed and recommended or developed and proposed by a regional committee may be adopted, without amendment, by the county council by five affirmative votes.  If the county council votes prior to final passage thereof to amend a proposed ordinance or motion that has been reviewed or recommended or proposed by a regional committee, the proposed ordinance or motion, as amended, shall be referred back to the appropriate committee for further review and recommendation.  The committee may concur in, dissent from, or recommend additional amendments to the ordinance or motion.  After the regional committee has had the opportunity to review all county council amendments, final action to adopt any proposed ordinance or motion that differs from the committee recommendation shall require six affirmative votes of the county council.
	Each regional committee may develop and propose directly to the council an ordinance or motion adopting, amending or repealing a countywide policy or plan within the subject matter area of the committee. Such proposals must be approved by a majority of the members present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half affirmative votes.  Within one hundred twenty days of introduction or such other time as is jointly established by the county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the county council and the committee, which shall be confirmed in the form of a motion by the county council, the council shall consider the proposed legislation and take such action thereon as it deems appropriate, as provided by ordinance.

The Rules and Order of Business of the Metropolitan King County Council further state:

Regional policies committee work program.  The regional policies committee shall establish its subject matter through a work program adopted by a majority of those committee members present and voting, with no fewer than three and one-half affirmative votes, though the work program shall be limited as provided by charter or ordinance, including but not limited to, subsection K[footnoteRef:1]. of this rule.  Once the work program is adopted, all regional policies and plans related to the subject matter must be referred to the committee by the council. [1:  K. Role of regional committees. 
1. A regional committee shall focus on planning and policy setting in program areas where it has been determined that regional service or facility planning is required and in area where it is agreed the opportunity and need for the planning exist. A regional committee is not responsible for routine review and recommendation on operational and administrative matters such as contracts, budgets, appropriations, and fares and rates, formerly performed by the council of metropolitan Seattle. A regional committee may, however, deal with policies to develop fares and rates within the committee's subject matter area.] 


SUMMARY

In previous years, the Regional Policy Committee and the Council annually approved a work program for the committee via adoption of a motion.  Beginning in 2009, following the voter approved King County Charter revision – the work plan or program has been approved and memorialized by a resolution of the committee.  The resolution is then transmitted to the Council Chair and Council Clerk.   

In January the committee was briefed and members discussed the potential priorities and additional refinements to a draft outline of the work program for the committee in 2016.  Committee staff also met with intergovernmental staff (representing caucuses and members of the committee) to discuss and clarify members interests in the coming year.  
 
Attached is proposed Regional Policy Committee Resolution 2016-1 (Attachment 1) memorializing the Work Program and subject matters for the referral of legislation.  

The committee is anticipated to take action to approve the resolution at the meeting.  The resolution includes the standard language that the committee has included in previous years’ resolutions – that Regional Policy Committee members will have the opportunity to review and amend the work program at each meeting of the committee.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Committee staff is updating and expanding a summary matrix that was handed out at the January meeting regarding the Regional Policy Committee’s priority issues, including a brief explanation of the issue or deliverable, timing and RPC interest in the matter.  This summary is anticipated to be available/distributed prior to the committee meeting.
 

ATTACHMENTS   

1. Regional Policy Committee Resolution 2016 -1




image1.png
kil

King County




