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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy, and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista 

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0442
	Date:
	March 19, 2024 



SUBJECT

A motion acknowledging receipt of the proviso report on an e-bike rebate, e-bike lending library, and an e-bike ownership grant pilot program plan required by the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 19546 Section 17, as amended by Ordinance 19633, Section 9, Proviso P6. 

SUMMARY

The 2023-2024 Biennial Budget included a proviso requesting a report on an e-bike rebate, e-bike lending library, and e-bike ownership grant pilot program plan. The transmitted report appears to meet the requirements of the proviso. 

BACKGROUND 

In spring 2023 Washington State passed HB1125, which appropriated $7 million from the Carbon Emissions Reduction Account to establish statewide e-bike rebate and lending library programs.[footnoteRef:1] According to the proviso response, the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) is administering the initiative and is currently in the program design stage. The rebate launch is anticipated in early 2024.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 1125, Section 310(16). https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1125-S.PL.pdf?q=20230822144820]  [2:  WSDOT Blog Post (2023). https://wsdotblog.blogspot.com/2023/08/hold-onto-your-handlebars-well-soon.html] 


In order to advance an e-bike program in King County, the Council included a proviso request in the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget (Ordinance 19546, Section 17, as amended by Ordinance 19633, Section 9, Proviso P6) that withheld $100,000 from the Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget: 

Of this appropriation, $100,000 shall not be expended or encumbered until the executive transmits an e-bike rebate, e-bike lending library, and e-bike ownership grant pilot program plan and a motion that should acknowledge receipt of the plan, and a motion acknowledging the receipt of the plan is passed by the council. The motion should reference the subject matter, the proviso's ordinance number, ordinance section, and proviso number in both the title and body of the motion. The plan shall be developed by the office of performance, strategy and budget in consultation with: community-based organizations, including those representing underserved King County residents; e-bike retailers in King County; Washington state Department of Transportation Active Transportation Division; and any other relevant partners or stakeholders. The plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
A. A summary and assessment of the e-bike rebate program in the city of Denver, as well as of any other relevant e-bike rebate programs in other municipalities or states, including any lessons learned; 
A. A proposal to implement an e-bike rebate pilot program in King County based on income eligibility; 
B. An assessment and plan for administering an e-bike lending library or C. e-bike ownership program consistent with requirements of the program established by Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 1125, Section 310(16);
D. An analysis of the level of staffing, if any, and funding needed to implement the pilot program; 
E. An analysis of possible funding sources that could be used to implement the pilot program, including, but not limited to, funding from the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act;
F. A description of desired outcomes and measures for the pilot program, including but not limited to the impact on those communities traditionally underserved with regard to access to transit, as well as other county services; and 
G.  An analysis of any issues that could adversely impact the expansion of the pilot to a fully developed program and potential strategies to address those issues. 
The executive should electronically file the plan and motion required by this proviso no later than September 1, 2023, with the clerk of the council, who shall retain an electronic copy and provide an electronic copy to all councilmembers, the council chief of staff, and the lead staff for the transportation, economy and environment committee or its successor.



ANALYSIS

The proviso response proposes utilizing a lending library approach with a rebate program extension to promote engagement with underserved communities. The proviso outlines a proposed approach and recommends administering the program through a grant to local CBOs or nonprofits. Areas for further research and discussion include 
defining specific program goals in alignment with existing County plans; identifying one-time and sustainable funding sources; and pursuing a co-creation model for program design through a steering committee or advisory group to ensure program goals match local context. 

The transmitted report appears to meet the requirements of the proviso. 



ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2023-0442 (and its attachment)
2. Transmittal Letter
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