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STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
This proposed ordinance, if approved by the Council, will authorize the establishment of the NE Tolt Hill Road at the crossing of the Snoqualmie River and allow the Department of Transportation to move forward with right-of-way acquisition and completion of the project design.     
BACKGROUND:
King County Roads Capital Improvement Project (CIP) #200394 calls for the replacement of the existing Tolt Bridge No. 1834A, which was originally constructed in 1922 as a narrow, long, steel-truss bridge.  It is currently in a deteriorated condition, structurally deficient, and has a load restriction of one legal load at a time due to its low sufficiency rating and narrow width.  The existing substandard bridge alignments create unsafe conditions to motorists.  In addition, the narrow bridge also causes unsafe conditions for pedestrians and bicyclists crossing the bridge due to the absence of roadway shoulders.  
The Tolt Bridge is located in Council District 3 and crosses the Snoqualmie River at NE Tolt Hill Road west of State Route 203 (Fall City-Carnation Road NE).  The road is classified as a rural minor arterial.  The project is currently in the design phase and construction is proposed to begin in 2006 and will include the realignment of the associated bridge approaches on NE Tolt Hill Road in order to improve safety.  Three alignment alternatives were considered for the project and the preferred alternative that was chosen includes placing the new bridge 165 feet south of the existing bridge.  The new alignment will improve the roadway geometry deficiencies.  The project is scheduled to end in 2008 with the demolition of the existing bridge.  
Environmental and Historical Mitigation Measures
A number of environmental and historical mitigation measures will be included in the construction of the project.  As a result, a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) determination was issued for the project on September 15, 2005.  

The existing Tolt Bridge is listed as one of the bridges on the King County Landmarks list.  The bridge was built in 1922 and was first added to the list of historic bridges by the Landmarks and Heritage Commission in 1997.  The bridge was designated as a Landmark because of its engineering design significance.  It is one of only two remaining fully riveted Pratt trusses in unincorporated King County.  Riveted design is unique and now obsolete.  The features of significance include all components of the bridge and associated approaches within the prescribed boundary.   
Once a property has been designated as a King County Landmark, it is subject to design review procedures any time the owner wishes to make significant changes to or demolish the landmark.  An application for a Certificate of Appropriateness must be filed and a consultation meeting must be held between the owner and the Landmarks Commission.  If the parties agree, a recommendation of approval is brought before the Commission.  In this case, the King County Landmarks Commission issued a notice and held a public hearing prior to the issuance of a Type III Certificate of Appropriateness.  A Type III Certificate is required when a landmark is proposed for demolition.  Following a review of the project and after receiving public comment, on May 2, 2005, the Landmarks Commission voted to issue a Type III Certificate of Appropriateness for the demolition and removal of the existing Tolt Bridge.  

Public Outreach

The Road Services Division has sought public input on the project, including two SEPA public comment periods since 2002.  Outreach included publishing project notices in the newspaper, at the project site, and mailing project notices to residents within the vicinity of the project.  Public input was also solicited in the City of Carnation at two project open houses and at two meetings with the Tolt Historical Society.  As a result of these outreach efforts, the bridge design and proposed new roadway alignment are both supported by the community and the Road Services Division has made a clear commitment to start construction of the bridge in 2006 and to complete it by 2008.  
Project Cost – Tolt Bridge #1834A
As mentioned earlier in the staff report, the project is currently in the design phase.  Construction is anticipated to cost approximately $16 million.  Other project costs include right-of-way acquisition and design completion with a total project cost estimate of about $23.5 million. Funding for this project has been appropriated in Roads CIP # 200394.  
ISSUES:

Aquatic Lands Easement – The portion of the road establishment over the Snoqualmie River requires an Aquatic Lands Easement from the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (WSDNR), which will need to be obtained prior to construction.  The Snoqualmie River is navigable water and is considered “water of the state”; therefore an Aquatic Lands Easement is required.  The Road Services Division is in the process of working with WSDNR to obtain this easement.  The Division will need to get all other permits and right-of-way acquisition prior to obtaining the easement and anticipates being able to do so in time for construction.  If the process for obtaining the easement were delayed, it could potentially result in the delay of construction and completion of the project.  
Advertising requirements – RCW 36.81.070 states that the Council shall set a date for a public hearing and publish a notice for two successive weeks in an appropriate newspaper.  The RCW also states that a notice must also be posted at the termini of the road being established for at least twenty days prior to Council approval.  Council staff has worked with the Clerk’s Office to prepare an advertisement that will be published following the Committee’s approval of the ordinance.  If the Committee approves the ordinance today, the full Council could hold a public hearing as soon as October 31, 2005 following the appropriate advertising period.  
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0400 with attachments 
INVITED:
Paulette Norman, County Road Engineer, Road Services Division
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