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March 2, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to transmit this motion that would authorize the acceptance of $40,000 from an anonymous donor via the Seattle Foundation.  This donation is given specifically to be used for general support of the Healthcare for the Homeless Network (HCHN) within the Community Health Services division of Public Health—Seattle & King County.

We have been fortunate to receive funds from this donor in the past.  These funds can be used flexibly, and in the past augmented implementation of special projects like one-time startup costs for the Medical Respite Program, and unanticipated costs related to building out the new Ballard Homeless Clinic.     
For 28 years, the Health Care for the Homeless Network has provided health service coordination for people living homeless in King County.  In 2013, HCHN contracted close to $7 million to community providers to increase access to care. HCHN providers visit over 60 homeless sites throughout King County and also provide medical, dental, and case management services for homeless people through Public Health’s centers and programs. 
Between contracted services and services provided in Public Health Centers, more than 19,000 homeless people were served in 2013.  During the year, HCHN contractors provided 58,245 health care visits to over 9,200 unduplicated homeless individuals, and Public Health Centers provided 46,685 health care visits to 10,163 homeless individuals throughout King County. 
There are disproportionate numbers of people of color living homeless, and people living homeless have much shorter life expectancies than those who are housed. Using King County’s Strategic Plan and an Equity and Social Justice focus, these disparities are being addressed but will take a collective and committed effort to reverse.  Health Care for the Homeless and Public Health are committed to this challenge.

We are very appreciative of the donation that supports Health Care for the Homeless Network’s mission.  I recommend that the Council approve this motion.

If you have any questions feel free to contact Eben Sutton, Interim Chief Financial Officer, Public Health-Seattle and King County, at 206-263-8096.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Eben Sutton, Interim Chief Financial Officer, Public Health-Seattle and King County
