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Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability and Oversight Committee



STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Sahar Fathi

	Proposed No.:
	2018-0401
	Date:
	December 11, 2018



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2018-0401 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Joanne Repass, who resides in council district nine, to the King County Library System Board of Trustees. 

SUMMARY

The Executive has forwarded for council consideration and approval the appointment of Joanne Repass to the King County Library System Board of Trustees for the remainder of a five-year term, set to expire on January 1, 2023.

BACKGROUND 

The KCLS was established as a rural county library district following a vote of King County residents on November 3, 1942. Over the years, cities and towns throughout the county have voted to annex into KCLS. Currently, KCLS has 49 libraries and serves all of King County except the Cities of Seattle, Yarrow Bay, Milton, and Hunts Point. According to the 2017 King County Library System (KCLS) Annual Report, there were 21 million items checked out by patrons and 4.7 million downloads of digital content, making KCLS the top digital-circulating library in America. In addition, during an average month, patrons logged 204,156 computer sessions using their KCLS library cards.

The KCLS is governed by the Board of Trustees in accordance with state law[footnoteRef:1]. The 2017 legislature adopted new requirements for rural library districts with an adopted home rule charter and one million or more residents.[footnoteRef:2] Per the new legislation, the KCLS board now must have seven members, rather than five, and the two new members’ initial terms must be one and two years, respectively. Thereafter, trustees will be appointed to serve for five years to fill each expired term. As with previous state law, no member can serve more than two consecutive terms.  Members of the Board must represent “the geographic diversity of the library district.”   [1:  RCW 27.12.130]  [2:  RCW 27.12.192] 


Historically, trustees are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. Some of the responsibilities of the board include:
· Hiring and oversight of the KCLS Director, who manages the system’s operations
· Adoption of the annual budget
· Adoption of long-term strategic plans
· Adoption of a capital improvement plan

The members of the committee serve without compensation. 

Joanne Repass has served as Board Chair for the Seattle Public Library Foundation and as Chair of the University of Washington Friends of the Libraries Board. She has also volunteered with the King County Library Foundation and the Newcastle Library. She has a UW certificate in fundraising and a UW certificate in real estate, and has a background of real estate property management.  

This appointment is for the remainder of a five-year term to expire on January 1, 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2018-0401 (Attachments available upon request)
2. Transmittal Letter 
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INVITED

1. Lisa Rosenblum, Executive Director, KCLS
2. Joanne Repass, Appointee, King County Library System Board of Trustees
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