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Metropolitan King County Council
Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2015-0302
	Date:
	August 18, 2015




SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0302 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Angelica Alvarez to the King County Library System (KCLS) Board of Trustees for the remainder of a five-year term that would end on January 1, 2020.

BACKGROUND 

[bookmark: _GoBack]KCLS was established as a rural county library district following a vote of King County residents on November 3, 1942. Library service was initially funded from the property tax base of unincorporated King County with an assessment of $0.50 per $1,000 assessed valuation, as well as with contracts from cities and towns to provide library service. Since then, voters have approved levy lid lifts in 1977, 1980, 2002 and 2010 to support library services; and capital bond issues in 1966, 1988, and 2004, as well as several additional local bond measures for individual library branches.[footnoteRef:1] Over the years, cities and towns throughout the county have voted to annex into KCLS. Currently, KCLS has 48 libraries and serves all of King County except the City of Seattle, Yarrow Bay, and Hunts Point. [1:  KCLS History (https://www.kcls.org/about/history.cfm). The 2004 bond measure was intended to fund capital improvements for 10 years.] 


KCLS has become one of the busiest library systems in the country. In 2014, KCLS users checked out nearly 21 million items, including 2.3 million e-books and audiobooks. 

KCLS is governed by a five-member board of trustees in accordance with state law (Chapter 27.12 RCW). The board hires and supervises the Library Director and manages the KCLS budget. Board members serve five-year terms, with a limit of two consecutive terms. Historically, they are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council.  



APPOINTEE

Angelica Alvarez, a resident of Burien in Council District 8, has been recommended for appointment to a position on the KCLS Board of Trustees for the remainder of a five-year term expiring January 1, 2020. 

Ms. Alvarez is employed by the Puget Sound Education Service District as a PreK-3 systems coach. She has a PreK-3 certification from the University of Washington, as well as a Bachelor’s degree in Education from Goddard College.

Ms. Alvarez was elected to the Highline School Board in 2009. In addition, she is a member of the South King County of Human Services Board, the Matt Griffin YMCA Board, and formerly served as Chair of Families and Children Early Support (FACES) South. In 2013, Ms. Alvarez was recognized with a SOAR Partnership Award for Early Learning for her leadership and contributions to King County communities.

Ms. Alvarez notes that she will bring a local community perspective to the KCLS Board. As the daughter of migrant farm workers, she has focused much of her professional life around the needs of immigrant families.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2015-0302, with attachments
2. Transmittal letter 
3. KCLS Board of Trustees Profile
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