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Metropolitan King County Council

Utilities Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Peggy Dorothy

	Proposed No.:
	2003-0034
	Date:
	February 25, 2003

	Attending:
	Bernard Thompson, Franchise Supervisor, King County Department of Executive Services


SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE approving a franchise for the Orchard Grove Community Water Association to construct, operate and maintain a water system in council district 12, and authorizing the executive to execute the franchise agreement.
SUMMARY:  All utilities operating in the County’s right-of-way are required to hold valid franchises as a prerequisite to approval of permits for facility placement and construction work.  Franchise agreements must be consistent with the county’s comprehensive plan, the comprehensive plans for the utilities seeking the franchise agreement, and the King County Road Standards.

Proposed Ordinance 2003-0034 would grant a franchise to the Orchard Grove Community Water Association to construct, operate and maintain its water conveyance system within the county rights of way to serve single family, residential dwellings.  The franchise is required because the original franchise for the association expired.  The association needs a valid franchise in order to perform routine maintenance or other activities associated with the maintenance and operation of the water utility.  The association does not plan any expansion or large scale facility replacements, except that the association plans to extend water service to one new lot on which the owner plans to build a home.

The area covered by this franchise would encompass the Orchard Grove community, which is located along the Cedar River to the northeast of the city of Maple Valley.  (See Attachments 2 and 3)
The franchise agreement includes all of the general and special conditions required by the county.  It is consistent with the county comprehensive plan because it would support provision of water service to residential homes in the area.  As a non-expanding water system, the Orchard Grove Community Water Association is not required to have a comprehensive plan for approval by the county.  The franchise agreement also specifically requires that the work performed by the association must comply with the King County Road Standards.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2003-0034 with attachments

a. Franchise Agreement

b. Letter from the Orchard Grove Community Water Association Board of Directors

c. Map of Vicinity and Franchise Area
d. Map of Adjacent Water Systems
2. Executive’s Transmittal Letter
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