The Honorable Larry Gossett

February 27, 2007

Page 2

February 27, 2007
The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Gossett:

In response to Ordinance 15608, please find the attached draft Charter which includes the vision, guiding principles, goals, governance structure, and the management of the Public Records Committee (PRC) and a draft motion for the council’s approval of that Charter.

When the King County Council passed Ordinance 15608, it sought to address a variety of issues surrounding the management and storage of the county’s public records in both 
hard-copy and electronic format; to protect county citizens from identity theft by protecting personally identifying data while at the same time allowing access to public records; and to increase the efficiency of managing and providing long-term access to these records. 

Ordinance 15608 called for the creation of a Public Records Committee to advice both the council and the King County Executive on policy recommendations regarding public records.  These policies include those for posting records on the county maintained web sites.  The PRC also provides guidance on the planning and implementation of a countywide records storage management plan, and a countywide electronic records management initiative.
I share your vision of an accessible and compliant Records Management Program and look forward to the report and recommendations of the committee for policies regarding public records management.  Should you have any question please call Jim Buck, Interim Director of Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division, at 206-296-1540.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:
Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director



William Nogle, Lead Staff, Operating Budget, Fiscal Management, 




     and Mental Health Committee



Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Paul Tanaka, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive Services (DES)

James J Buck, Interim Director, Records, Elections and Licensing Services, DES
