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SUBJECT

Council support for the applications to the State Board on Geographic Names proposing naming designations of five creeks in or around the City of Redmond
SUMMARY

The State Board on Geographic Names will consider applications for naming five creeks in the Redmond area, in honor of area historic figures, sites or communities.  The Board is soliciting input on those naming actions, to be considered at its semi-annual meeting.
BACKGROUND

The State Board on Geographic Names (“Board”) has solicited input on five applications to designate creeks in or near the City of Redmond after several area historic figures, sites or communities.  The Council has commented in the past on naming applications by the Board by means of a motion approved by the Council and forwarded to the Board.  The Board has requested that Input be provided by April 20, 2010 to be considered as part of its review at the next semi-annual board meeting.  Applications are pending for five streams, proposed for naming as follows:  Clise Creek, Idylwood Creek, Peter’s Creek, Willows Creek, and Perrigo Creek.

Clise Creek
The Clise family bought 305 acres of land near Lake Sammamish through 1907, which today is the site of Marymoor Park and the Clise Mansion.  After several transitions in ownership, King County acquired the land in 1963, and created Marymoor Park.  The creek flows from the western hills above the Sammamish River, and into the Sammamish River near the entrance to Marymoor Park.

Idylwood Creek
In the 1920s, Idylwood Resort occupied what is now Redmond’s Idylwood Park on the northwestern shore of Lake Sammamish.  The stream that runs near the resort became informally known as Idylwood Creek.  The City of Redmond has undertaken stream rehabilitation projects intended to limit runoff impacts to the stream, to restore eroded banks, as well as planting native plants and improving habitat conditions.  The creek flows down the hillsides that create the Lake Sammamish watershed, through Idylwood Park and into Lake Sammamish.

Peters Creek
While the origins of the name Peters Creek are obscure, colloquial usage of the reference appears to go back at least 30 years.  In 1987, Redmond undertook actions to improve water quality and habitat along Peters Creek.  The City now manages five restoration sites in the creek’s upper watershed, and four restoration sites at the creek’s mouth.  Peters Creek flows from the hills west of Redmond’s downtown, and east into the Sammamish River.

Willows Creek
Federal maps reference a historic community just northwest of Redmond called Willows, which appears to be the origin of the creek’s name.  Over the years, the creek has been built over, piped and straightened.  The City of Redmond and King County restored the mouth of the creek in 1991, and sections have been daylighted and restored by the City.

Perrigo Creek
This creek runs through land that was part of the Perrigo family’s homestead in the 1870s.  The creek’s association with the family became firm when the Daughters of the American Revolution placed a plaque on the banks of the stream to honor the family.  The City of Redmond plans to restore the creek by daylighting it, placing it back in its original channel, and improving fish and wildlife habitat within the creek and along its banks.  The creek begins in Redmond’s Hartman Park in the hills of the Bear Creek Watershed, through a pipe under Avondale Road and into Bear Creek.
Proposed Motion 2010-0215
Proposed Motion 2010-0215 indicates Council support for the designation of the creeks described above as Clise Creek, Idylwood Creek, Peters Creek, Willows Creek and Perrigo Creek, respectively. 

ANALYSIS

The proposed names appear to reflect the preferences of the local community and the City of Redmond, and acknowledge local historical references.  If these names are adopted by the State Board on Geographic Names, then they will be used on all officially sanctioned documents, such as maps.  Expression of Council support for the proposed designations appears to be a reasonable action, in keeping with past practice.
AMENDMENTS

None.
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