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Background
King County Conservation Futures 
King County's Conservation Futures tax levy (CFT) is a dedicated portion of property taxes levied throughout King County for the purchase of open space lands. King County has established a CFT Citizens Committee that is directed by Ordinance 14717 to review applications and make an annual recommendation on the expenditure of CFT funds. The Committee forwards its recommendation to King County by July 15th each year for consideration in King County's annual budget process, and King County approves a CFT allocation in its annual budget ordinance each November. This year's Committee recommendation is based on an estimated $8,510,000 in available 2010 CFT collections. 
King County Parks Expansion Levy

The six-year King County Parks Expansion Levy (PEL) was approved by the voters of King County in August, 2007, after having been placed on the ballot under the authorization of King County Ordinance 15760. The PEL funds an array of acquisition of open space and trails in unincorporated King County and its cities, capital improvements for the Woodland Park Zoo, and recreation programs. The Levy runs for six years from its initial start in January, 2008. By Motion 12587, the King County Council requested the Executive create a process for coordinating CFT and PEL open space acquisition funds for effective use of the funds overall. The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks and the CFT Citizens Committee developed criteria and a process for coordinating the two funds, and last year the Committee made a recommendation for open space acquisitions for both funds. This is the second year that the Committee has conducted this joint review and recommendation for PEL and CFT funds. The Committee's recommendation for PEL funds this year is based on a level of $ 3,000,000 in available PEL funds. 
This Year's Review and Recommendation Process 
The Citizens Committee followed its normal annual review schedule this year, with the main distinction from prior years being that there were more applications (39) than in previous years. The level of funding available was lower than last year due in part to the prior commitment of $1 million to fund the purchase of a conservation easement in the regionally important Raging River headwaters, approved by Ordinance 16495 in May, 2009. The PEL funding helped to offset this reduction for proposed open space acquisitions in unincorporated King County. While the Raging River headwaters acquisition is not directly part of this recommendation for projects being funded in the 2010 annual King County budget, part of the funding package for that acquisition included an inter-fund loan that will be paid back with 2010 CFT funds. The Committee therefore took this allocation into consideration as part of its broader recommendation for the distribution of fiscal year 2010 CFT and PEL funds. 
Overall, there is a broad geographic spread of city and county CFT applications this year, with PEL applications spread both north and south in unincorporated King County as well. The CFT applications were sent out to prospective city and unincorporated King County agencies by February 1st and they were returned before March 31st.  The Committee then held an annual workshop for prospective CFT applicants on Mercer Island in mid-February, 2009.  The workshop included a discussion of the criteria, with slides and examples of previously funded applications, the application schedule, and the broader review process. The PEL applications were generated by King County Water and Resource Land Division (WLRD) and Parks Division staff based on Watershed Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) plans for salmon recovery, the King County Greenprint, and King County Parks Division-identified needs and opportunities for trails and park additions. A few select projects were also proposed by the King County Rivers and Floodplain Management Section from their flood hazard reduction plan to restore and enhance ecological values of a project beyond what might normally be funded through their available funding for a flood levy project alone. 
The CFT and PEL applications were both forwarded together to the Citizens Committee in early April, 2009, followed by a mid-April Committee meeting where all of the applications were given an initial review. This meeting was intended to generate questions for follow-up responses and to begin a conversation on initial impressions of the proposals. As it does every year, the Committee then visited all of the proposed open space acquisition project sites on mid-week evenings and three Saturdays. After the field trips, the Committee re-convened for additional meetings to discuss how the projects meet funding criteria and to make the recommendations presented in this report. 
2010 Recommendation Highlights:
The Committee often recommends partial funding of proposals at a level that will provide a good chance of gaining tangible results. Sometimes this might mean funding for one or more parcels within a multi-year, multi-parcel project, in other case limited funds might be recommended to allow a jurisdiction to begin negotiations and seek matching funds, often with an expectation that the project may return as a future request for CFT of PEL funds. The Committee also takes into account the need for geographic equity in the distribution of CFT funds, as required by the King County Code. Reflecting the many needs and goals of King County and its cities, this year's recommendations include the preservation of farmland, urban green spaces, salmon habitat along waterways, forested wildlife habitat, Puget Sound shoreline and buffers to existing parks and open spaces. 

Suburban City Project Highlights
· In Kent, funding is recommended for two acquisition projects. The first is an additional allocation to the Panther Lake CFT project that has been funded previously by King County. It will establish a lakeside park on Panther Lake, in an area that has become highly developed in the past decade. A new woodland park in southeast Kent on 94th Avenue South near South 248th Street is also recommended for funding.

· Bellevue has two important projects this year as it progressively adds to its greenway and open space system. The first will help create an open space corridor in the Bel-Red corridor, as area that will be re-developed with a mix of high density residential and commercial uses. The second project continues to add lands to the Bellevue's greenway system in central and southern Bellevue, a project that the city has been successfully pursuing over the past few years.  

· In Bothell, a citizen-initiated forest protection project on the border of King County and Snohomish County and west of I-405 is recommended for initial funding. Funds are also recommended for a wooded property on the Burke-Gilman trail and Sammamish Slough in Bothell. 
· A nature park addition at Lake Forest Park's Towne Center shopping and civic complex will protect Lyon Creek and provide a natural oasis that helps define the northern edge of the city's downtown core.
· Renton will acquire an addition to its Edlund Farm open space on the eastern slopes of the Green River Valley, an area that has been rapidly developing in recent years and is underserved with open space. The property contains a branch of Panther Creek and helps protect the creek's downstream wetlands.
· The purchase of an inholding at Forbes Lake Park in Kirkland will protect the natural habitat on the eastern side of the lake and will allow a public trail link on the lake to be completed.
· Three smaller cities, Pacific, Snoqualmie and Black Diamond, are also recommended for project funding for three important open spaces in their respective jurisdictions. 
Seattle Project Highlights 

· The grounds of a former school in the Crown Hill neighborhood will become a community open space in a part of the city that has a shortfall of neighborhood open space. Seattle has worked with the Seattle school district to ensure that this longstanding open space resource in the community will be permanently preserved, rather than sold for development.  
· In the Northgate urban center, funds are recommended for a new passive greenspace park that will be created to accompany the significant residential redevelopment and growth in the urban center. It is located on an abandoned park and ride lot that was sold as part of transit consolidation efforts at Northgate.    
· In Ballard, the grounds of another school property being sold by the Seattle school district, the former Webster Elementary School, will be preserved by the Seattle Parks department. The park is adjacent to the Nordic Heritage Museum, which currently occupies the former school building. 
Unincorporated King County Project Highlights 
· On the Cedar River east of Renton, the multiple-parcel Elliot Bridge reach project is recommended to receive additional funds to allow the project to get close to completion. This project will significantly extend a high quality salmon habitat corridor on the lower Cedar River corridor, a high priority of WRIA 8. 
· The Point Heyer Drift Cell project on Vashon Island will protect some of the highest quality shoreline and nearshore habitat for salmonid species in King County. It will benefit a critical link in the salmon life cycle from watersheds throughout lower Puget Sound and King County. Also recommended for funding on Vashon is the Paradise Valley/Judd Creek project, where the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust has worked diligently and provide significant matching funds to protect riparian habitat. 
· The Cougar Mountain Park Precipice Trail project will provide a direct trail link to downtown Issaquah that also protects and buffers the eastern slopes of Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park. This proposal has been a priority of King County and the City of Issaquah for a decade and a key ten-acre property under negotiation high priority for the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust. A trail viewpoint property on Squak Mountain is also recommended for funding.
· The purchase of development rights over a large farm in the Snoqualmie Valley north of Carnation and directly between two other farms that have been previously protected through the Farmlands Preservation Program. The project also benefits the adjacent fames by retaining compatible agricultural land use.  
· The Green River Natural Area/Flaming Geyser/Newuakum Creek project has several properties identified that will buffer and protect this important riparian and upland wildlife habitat corridor, which is located just a few miles east of heavily populated urban communities of southern King County.   

· Important salmon habitat conservation projects are recommended for funding on the Tolt River, Bear Creek, the Snoqualmie River, and Judd Creek on Vashon Island.    
· North of Enumclaw, initial funding to pursue acquisition of trail easements providing access to the forested foothills of the Cascades is recommended. This project will be developed in consultation with the Enumclaw Forested Foothills recreation Association (EFFRA), which has been working over the years to develop better trail access to the Cascade foothills in southern King County. 
· Two projects of the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program will help move that program further forward. The first would fund open space acquisition in cities that accept TDRs from rural King County, and the second would purchase TDRs from farms that sell in city farmers markets.
Major issues and themes of this year's process:

Every year during the Committee's review process broad themes and issues may arise. Some of these are new, and some are older ones that periodically resurface. A few of the more notable themes and topics that came up in our discussions this year are noted below:   
· The importance of having funds for land acquisition during an economic downturn 

In a region like ours that continues to have strong long-term growth pressures, it has always been important to have an ongoing funding stream that allows us to preserve our natural heritage as we try to keep pace with this growth. It has been critical to this effort to have steady funding for land conservation during periods of economic downturn, particularly in a dramatic one like we are currently experiencing. Several key properties have become available in the past year whose owners need to sell for the many reasons that can occur in a recession. Having available funds in a diminished market has allowed King County and its cities to step up in a timely manner to capture unanticipated opportunities. Related to this, Seattle and several suburban cities have funded local parks and open space acquisition bonds in the recent past, which has positioned them favorably in the current economic environment.     
· 2007 King County Parks Expansion Levy helping to fill gaps in other matching funds 
King County's Parks Expansion Levy (PEL), approved by ballot in August, 2007 provides critical support for purchasing open spaces. King County Council Motion 12587 directs PEL and CFT projects to be proposed, reviewed and funded in coordination with each other, so that King County efficiently and effectively utilizes its open space acquisition funding resources. This is the second year the Committee has reviewed the PEL projects along with the CFT applications and we have again paired the two sources to optimize matching funds and acquisition opportunities. There are fewer State of Washington matching funds available this year, in part a result of a decision to fund more construction projects that will put unemployed people to work and in part a decision to favor more salmon habitat restoration/construction projects as opposed to acquisition-only projects. As a result, it is a very significant factor that without the PEL funds this year, King County would have been significantly impaired in its ability to provide available matching funds for its CFT funding requests and several would likely not have been proposed. 
· Participation by smaller cities this year
In light of the difficult economic environment, particularly for smaller cities, the Committee is pleased to see several of King County's less populated jurisdictions request and successfully receive recommendations for CFT funds this year for a range of projects. Pacific has proposed the acquisition of a wooded property at Trout Lake that is the site of a former community retreat. Bothell has identified a parcel on the Burke-Gilman Trail and the Sammamish River that will help project the natural woodlands along its Sammamish River Greenway, as well as a forested hillside on State Route 522 at the boundary with Snohomish County that is one of the largest remaining unprotected forests in Bothell. Lake Forest Park is recommended to receive funds for its emerging Towne Center Park, and Snoqualmie is adding to its greenway along the Snoqualmie River on State Route 202 at the northern limits of the historic downtown. The Committee commends and encourages this participation.    
· River and floodplain management funding interface with conservation and open space funding 
There are a few projects recommended for funding this year that were proposed by or in conjunction with floodplain management efforts by King County, where river revetments are either being reconstructed, moved back from the river, or even removed. King County approved a flood management levy recently that will provide significant funds for managing older river levies that may become a danger to residences and business near or within floodplains. Some of those projects offer an opportunity to improve and restore riparian habitat on rivers and creeks that will benefit endangered salmonid species and improve aquatic habitat. The ability of flood levy funds to be used for more strictly conservation purposes is very limited, and thus a partnership with conservation and open space funding sources is both appropriate and advisable to capitalize on the opportunities presented by the floodplain projects. The Committee feels it has recommended appropriate levels of contribution from CFT and PEL funds to help the final product of these flood levy projects to contain better habitat conservation and passive recreation values.  
· Continuing farmland preservation efforts
There is a continuing need to give greater protection King County's important farmlands in the foreseeable future and the Committee recommends additional funding this year to help with this long-term preservation effort. Progress in purchasing development rights from farmland in King County has been somewhat modest in recent years, and we would like King County to continue it commitment to supporting the permanent land preservation goals of the program.   
· Transferable Development Rights (TDR) program 
This year the Committee received two CFT funding requests from the King County TDR Program. The first would continue with the TDR Partnership program that has been funded previously to allow the program to continue to provide an incentive for cities that agree to participate in the TDR program. The funds will be used to purchase open space within the cities to help meet the impacts of allowing additional development transferred from rural areas of King County. The second TDR project recommended for funding would acquire development rights from farms that sell their produce at farmers markets in cities. The TDR Program is in the process of identifying a city that would be interested in supporting farms that benefit them directly at their farmer's market. The program has also identified several farms throughout King County that have indicated an interest in participating and the program. We are recommending additional funds for this program this year to help it gain the agreements that can serve as working models for other potential participant cities, which will help this program reach its potential as an additional tool for open space protection.  
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDIUAL PROJECTS: 

SUBURBAN CITIES

Auburn - Fenster Levee Setback (Green River) 
$ 33,000
$ 0

Recommendation:  This proposal requested funding for the acquisition of a .15-acre lot,  currently for sale, to help buffer the proposed Fenster Levee setback project in Auburn. The property is located at 2nd Street SE in Auburn, west of the Green River. While the lot proposed for acquisition is undeveloped and could contain a future house adjacent to the levee, the lot lays further back than the other lot lines in the levee setback project and it would provide a marginal difference in the functioning of the setback project. Last year, the Committee did recommend funding for acquisition of another parcel at the Fenster Levee setback project that was clearly critical to the project, as it was located directly in the line of where the levee would be set back. The Committee therefore feels that this property is less of a priority than other funding requests this year.   
Bellevue - Bel-Red Sub Area Vision
$ 3,028,000

$ 500,000

Recommendation:  The Bel-Red corridor in Bellevue is located south of State Route 520 and east of Interstate 405, north of the Bellevue to Redmond (Bel-Red) road. This area has long been primarily a warehouse, light industrial and commercial zone, but it is now being re-zoned by Bellevue so that it may be redeveloped as a major mixed-residential urban center. Bellevue is embarking on a visionary, multi-year effort to purchase open space in the area as part of this redevelopment, including creating new green spaces and restoring up to four greenways on small creeks and tributaries that flow down through the area. The first priority for acquisition for this project is a three-parcel site located west of 124thAvenue Northeast, north of the Bellevue-Redmond Road, a western tributary to Kelsey Creek. Some of this property is currently a parking lot that will be converted back into a greenspace along the creek tributary. It is currently for sale and there is some urgency in moving negotiations forward. The funds recommended for this project will help Bellevue continue to meet its urban center development growth management goals and will begin an important effort in the north-central part of Bellevue to provide open space in conjunction with planned urban growth. Bellevue has been well-organized and effective in its previously funded open space acquisition efforts, including gaining matching funds, and the Committee feels confident that it will be able to achieve success with this endeavor as well.
Bellevue - Bellevue Greenways and Open Space System  
$ 1,301,000 
$ 300,000

Recommendation:  The Committee recommends an allocation of $300,000 to this multiple-parcel, multiple-year open space acquisition project, which has received significant CFT funds in recent years.  The acquisition funded with CFT for this project are a key part of Bellevue's long-term Park and Open Space System Plan for the central and southern areas of the city. Bellevue continues to commit significant local resources to this vision and it has demonstrated repeated success in carrying out the acquisitions that have been funded with CFT in recent years. The first priority for funding this year is a 4.5 acre wooded property located adjacent to Vasa Park near Lake Sammamish, one of the last privately-owned lakefront parks open to the public for a small daily fee, which used to be a more common feature in King County. This parcel is surplus to the needs of Vasa Park and its acquisition by Bellevue will allow for a trail connection in the city's trail system near Interstate 90. The other high priority acquisitions for the project are three parcels adjacent to Coal Creek Park at 125th Avenue SE and Coal Creek Parkway, totaling approximately four acres in size. 
Black Diamond  - Jones Lake 
$ 350,000 
$ 175,000


Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to acquire the eastern half of Jones Lake, which is a highly visible scenic resource to travelers on State Route 169. The proposal is to acquire up to 45 shoreline acres on Jones Lake, which is almost entirely undeveloped, and to complete public ownership around the lake. The western portion of the lake was acquired in the 1990s under the King County 1989 Open Space Bond Program. The property contains wetlands that benefit not only the lake, but the larger Rock Creek system, as Jones Lake is a primary water source for that system. The property is zoned for urban development and a small area on the northern and western side could be developed if the city does not acquire it. Black Diamond would like to preserve the scenic view corridor as a southern gateway to the city, as well as provide trail linkages to other trails in the city. Black Diamond does not currently have matching funds for the project, but it has not received significant CFT funds in recent years and the Committee feels that funding the project will help the city seek and gain the required match.  
Bothell  - Fries Family Property LLC
$ 657,000 
$ 200,000


Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel woodland hillside in north Bothell, located immediately west of Interstate 405, just south of the Snohomish County line. The properties contain second growth woodlands that are home to several avian species that include Pileated Woodpecker and Great Horned Owl and other upland wildlife. The property serves as a highly visible regional separator at the boundary of King and Snohomish Counties from I-405, giving it regional significance in addition to its local open space value. A local citizen group in Bothell has done an excellent job in documenting the wildlife species of this woodland and bringing its importance to the attention of Bothell and King County. The property has potential to provide a setting for environmental education for local school children. Bothell has indicated it will provide matching funds for the project and this recommended allocation will help the city begin negotiations with the landowners and to seek additional matching funds. 
Bothell  - Williams Property (Sammamish River) 
$ 305,000 
$ 305,000
 
Recommendation:  Bothell has identified a 2-acre addition to the Sammamish River Greenway that runs along the Burke-Gilman Trail and the Sammamish Slough. It is a wooded property on which the landowner originally intended to locate a business, however it contains sensitive wetlands that make it difficult and more costly to develop. The owner is a willing seller to the city, which would like to purchase it to improve trail access and safety at a narrow intersection where the trail crosses a bridge over the Sammamish Slough. This acquisition will help preserve a wooded inholding within the City of Bothell's Sammamish River Greenway, one of the most wooded and least-developed portions of the Burke Gilman Trail. The trail is seeing increased usage from commuters to the nearby University of Washington branch that has been expanding significantly in recent years. The Committee feels that the property has regional value due to its proximity to the heavily traveled trail, and it therefore recommends full funding for the project. 
Issaquah - Issaquah Creek Waterways 
$ 500,000 
          $ 0

Recommendation:  This project is a continuation of a multi-year, multi-parcel acquisition effort by Issaquah to preserve natural riparian lands on Issaquah Creek. The proposal for this year is to acquire two properties along the Issaquah Hobart Road that are adjacent to Squak Valley Park. One of the parcels contains a newer house and the other property has a large grassy area adjacent to the existing park. Both properties also have frontage on Issaquah Creek with some natural riparian habitat.  Issaquah has acquired several properties on Issaquah Creek in the past few years through a local park bond and with the help of CFT funds. The Committee does not recommend funding for this project this year, because it feels that the property has fewer attributes than the Issaquah Creek parcels funded in prior years, and that the city will benefit greatly from the significant funds recommended for the King County Cougar Mountain Precipice Trail Corridor CFT and PEL Project, which was initially funded as a City of Issaquah Project. Issaquah has received significant CFT funds in recent years and the Committee expects to see more applications from it in future funding rounds.  
Kent – Barnier Property – Lower Mill Creek
$   479,000 
$ 0


Recommendation:  The proposed Barnier property acquisition project consists of the acquisition of up to 31.2 acres of land on Mill Creek in Kent, south of 212th Street. The property is surrounded by warehouses and industrial buildings, and is bisected by the Interurban Regional Trail, which runs north/south through it. It is thus something of a green island in a developed area. The primary purpose of the project is to provide flood storage for more extreme storm flow conditions, to help improve water quality, and for limited habitat restoration on Mill Creek. While the property does provide some green relief on this section of the Interurban Trail, the future use of the open space would primarily be open land when not flooded, with few other public amenities and some moderate habitat values. Kent has submitted five CFT applications this year and the Committee feels that two of the other proposals that are recommended for funding are a better fit for the use of CFT funds than this proposal.  
Kent – Francis Trust –Kent West Hill 
$ 36,000 
$ 0


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of a 4.7 acre wooded hillside located between South Kent-Des Moines Road and 43rd Avenue South in Kent. The project would provide a buffer to Kent's West Hill Park and a trail down through the park to the valley floor below. This property is quite steep and would be difficult and costly to develop. The property does have hardwood trees and provides some avian habitat, but it would likely not be usable for trail purposes due to its steepness. This property has been listed for sale for over three years, and while the asking price of the value of the site is relatively low, in the context of higher-quality CFT requests from Kent this year, it is not a priority for CFT funding. Kent also noted that this is its lowest priority of the applications that it has submitted this year. The Committee therefore does not recommend CFT funding for this proposal.
Kent - Panther Lake 
$ 534,375 
$ 500,000


Recommendation:  Kent's Panther Lake project has previously been partially funded with CFT, but it still has a remaining funding shortfall. It is a multiple-parcel shoreline park acquisition project located on SE 204th Street and 113th Avenue SE. Kent is attempting to acquire a natural lands park on Panther Lake that would have shoreline access and also protect natural habitat on the lake. The project is currently located in unincorporated King County within a Potential Annexation Area (PAA) that will become part of Kent. The plateau east of the Green River Valley in Kent is underserved for parks and open space as a result of tremendous growth over the past two decades, and this proposal will provide a much-needed park in the northern part of the plateau in Kent. This project is Kent's highest priority this year and the Committee recommends that it should receive additional CFT funds to help fill a financing gap to help complete the project. 
Kent - Patchen Property - East Kent Hill
$ 959,191 
$ 250,000


Recommendation:  This is a three-parcel, 4.51 acre wooded property with one owner that is located on 94th Avenue South at South 246th Street in Kent. The Patchen property contains mature second growth woodland with habitat for wildlife that includes nesting red-tail hawks. The property would provide additional passive open space in the southern part of Kent. The current proposal is to acquire the larger wooded parcel on the property. Another parcel contains a large house that would not be acquired with CFT funds, but might be retained by Kent for possible future educational and other passive recreation uses. 
Kent – Side Hill Property
$ 457,000 
$ 0

Recommendation:  This proposed project would acquire a 27.4 acre wooded hillside property on the eastern hillside of the Green River valley at South 212th Street, east of 91st Avenue South. The property contains both upland and riparian habitat along the North Fork of Garrison Creek and a small 1.2 acre wetland on the southwest corner of the site. The hillside is visible to thousands of travelers daily on State Route 167, and a pass-through foot path is anticipated, though the property would otherwise be left relatively undisturbed. It is located near Kent's border with Renton and helps provide a green hillside buffer between the two cities. The site would provide an opportunity for volunteer restoration stewardship through Kent's Adopt-A-Park program to remove Ivy and other invasive species that have grown in on the site. The property was donated to the Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) to help support its ongoing funding needs and the CLC has offered the property to Kent at below fair market value. Kent will apply to the State of Washington RCO for a funding round that will potentially be available this fall. The Committee feels that this property maybe a good candidate of acquisition in the future, but it is currently less threatened with development and is therefore a lower priority for funding this year, given the overall demand for CFT funds. Kent is recommended to receive significant funding for the Panther Lake and Patchen properties, which when combined would be the second-highest funding recommendation for a suburban city this year, just behind Bellevue.  
Kirkland – Razumovich Property (Forbes Lake)
$ 205,000 
$ 175,000


Recommendation:  This project would providing funding for Kirkland's acquisition of a 1.5 acre shoreline inholding property on Forbes Lake in Kirkland, located on 124th Avenue Northeast. The property helps complete Kirkland's property ownership on Forbes Lake and allows the city to connect a planned trail along the eastern shoreline of the lake. The shoreline is primarily natural habitat that supports wildlife, including eagles, heron, deer, coyote, turtles and many bird species. Kirkland owns property to the north and south on Forbes Lake and it will construct a boardwalk trail to connect these publicly owned lands. Kirkland recently purchased this property and this allocation supports the city's initiative in purchasing  it when it became available late last year, rather than losing the opportunity. 
Lake Forest Park - 40th Place Greenbelt
$ 382,000 
$ 0



Recommendation:  The proposed greenbelt is a two-parcel wooded property of 5.6 acres, located on 40th Place NE in Lake Forest Park. The project received CFT funds last year to allow Lake Forest Park to establish negotiations with the owner, Seattle Public Utilities (SPU), which purchased it decades ago as a site for a possible a reservoir. The property is now surplus to SPU's needs and it intends to sell the property within a near-term time frame. The property is one of the few remaining undeveloped woodlands in Lake Forest Park and it has a small tributary to Lyon Creek, one of Lake Forest Park's two main creeks that flow into Lake Washington. This property is identified in Lake Forest Park's 100 year park legacy plan. This project received initial funding last year that is sufficient to allow negotiations to proceed. The Committee encourages Lake Forest Park to make more progress in the coming year on both the negotiations with SPU and in identifying matching funds that are required for CFT-funded projects.  
Lake Forest Park - Towne Center Nature Park
$ 177,000 
$ 177,000



Recommendation:  This project received an initial allocation of CFT funds last year. It is located on Brookside Boulevard NE, adjacent to the Towne Center shopping area on Bothell Way, which contains Lake Forest Park's main shopping area and civic complex, including City Hall and a fire station. The project scope would be expanded to include an additional .62 acre property, which is immediately east of the property funded with CFT last year. The nature park contains a portion of Lyon Creek, and an associated wetland area that the city intends to restore as riparian habitat. The park currently supports many songbird species in the riparian habitat and poplar trees that are located on the property that was funded last year, and there are also lake-run cutthroat trout in the stream. This nature park is a central component of the city's 100-year legacy vision of parks and trails. The location of this park will provide pedestrian and bicycle-friendly local access and help enhance and diversify the Towne Center district. Lake Forest Park expects to complete the acquisition identified last year and is the landowner of the second property has indicated a willingness to sell as well. The Committee recommends full funding of the request
Pacific – Morgan's Trout Lake Retreat 
$ 210,967 
$ 175,000


Recommendation:  This 2.86 acre property is located in the Jovita Heights community and was once part of Trout Lake Resort, which was established a century ago and was reached by a half-mile boardwalk from the Interurban Railroad. The property is on South 376th Street, across the road from the south side of Trout Lake. The property was the location of a former community center/dance pavilion for the resort that has since been converted into a full time residence. The second-growth forest on the property is avian and wildlife habitat, and it also contains the longest segment of Jovita Creek in a single ownership. The creek has good water quality and riparian condition and it flows from Trout Lake down through the property to the White River Valley to the south. The project also includes the acquisition of point access to Trout Lake, which would be accesses via a narrow right-of-way from South 376th Street to the lake shore, directly across the street from the driveway of the property. Pacific envisions restoration of the natural habitat of the property by volunteers such as local scout troops. The Committee's recommended funding level is in the middle of the range estimated by Pacific to be the value of the property and should be sufficient for negotiations to proceed.  
Renton – Scott Property 
$ 350,000
$ 250,000


Recommendation:  This 3.28-acre open space acquisition is located in southern Renton at 179th Street and Mill Avenue, contiguous to Renton's Edlund Farm open space. The Scott property contains a portion of Panther Creek that has been recently restored for salmon passage under 179th Street. Panther Creek drains into the Panther Creek wetlands system to the southeast, where Renton owns 73 acres of protected open space, and the Springbrook system to the west, where Renton also owns open space.  This acquisition will thus help protect upstream habitat and water quality for those systems. Future development of the property will be for passive use and will include a trail to link the rapidly developing neighborhoods on the plateau above with the open spaces and trails in the valley below. An older storage building on the site and a driveway that will be removed. Renton has limited open space in this part of the city and this acquisition will help enhance and buffer the Edlund Farm open space and Panther Creek trail link.   
Snoqualmie  – Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach
$ 263,250
$ 50,000


Recommendation:  This is a continuation of a project that received CFT funds two years ago. It is a multiple parcel, multiple-year project to acquire properties lying between Railroad Avenue SE (State Route 202) and the Snoqualmie River, immediately north of the historic downtown of Snoqualmie. The goal of the project this year is to acquire two properties within city-owned open space north of Sandy Cove Park. There are two small houses that periodically flood that Snoqualmie would remove, and the city would restore the properties to improve the natural habitat values along the river and back channel directly in back of the houses. The Committee does have a general concern about using a significant amount of CFT funding for projects that are primarily buyouts of homes that periodically flood, and its recommendation for a CFT allocation for this project reflects recognition that there are advantages for management of the adjoining open space and connecting open space systems. The funding recommended is targeted towards the northernmost property of the two for which funds have been requested this year as a first priority.  
SEATTLE 

Seattle – Crown Hill (Urban Center Park)       
$ 1,500,000
$ 1,500,000


Recommendation:  The Seattle School District determined that the Crown Hill School on Northwest 90th Street and 15th Avenue Northwest is surplus to the needs of the District and has sold it to the City of Seattle. Separate from this project, Seattle will keep the school building allow it to be operated as a pre-school and for before-and-after school programs for elementary school children. Seattle Parks will manage a large portion of the school grounds as a passive open space park, which will serve not only the adjacent child care patrons, but the Crown Hill community at large. The Crown Hill neighborhood is a high-density residential community with a relatively lower level of open space resources than other neighborhoods in Seattle. The community has used the site as an informal open space for the past decade and it has identified retaining the school grounds for open space as a goal of its neighborhood plan. Conservation Futures funds will be credited only towards the acquired open space and not the school building, and CFT passive open space use restrictions will apply towards that open space. The Committee recommends this level of CFT allocation in recognition of Seattle's overall funding needs for this year. Seattle has requested a larger portion of CFT funds going to the city to be allocated towards this project in recognition of Seattle's overall available funding for open space acquisition projects this year.    
Seattle – Northgate Park
$ 400,000 
$ 300,000


Recommendation:  The goal of this 3.73-acre project is to create a new passive open space in the rapidly growing residential portion of the Seattle's Northgate neighborhood. Seattle has acquired a Park and Ride lot that is being abandoned by Metro Transit as part of a consolidation of park and rides around the Northgate shopping center into one transit facility south of Northgate Mall. The new open space will be developed on NE 112th Street, just north of the Best Buy/Target building complex in a densely populated neighborhood with adjacent multiple-unit residential buildings. This "grey to green" open space creation effort will help provide much needed open space in an underserved area as it continues to grow, supporting both city and State of Washington Growth Management Act goals for livable urban centers. There is a strong need for more open space in this growing urban center and this site represents a unique opportunity, as it is centrally-located in the community, yet provides a buffer between the residential and commercial areas of Northgate. Several years ago, a prior proposal for acquisition of this site received CFT funding, however, Metro was not able to sell the property as early as it had at first anticipated and the funds were transferred to another open space site on the eastern side of Northgate mall on 5th Avenue NE. Seattle had planned on eventually purchasing the 112th Street property when it became available, and the city has now done so. 
Seattle - Webster Park (Sunset Hill)
$ 800,000 
$ 800,000


Recommendation:  The third Seattle project recommended for CFT funding this year is one that supports the acquisition of open space on another school site. In the past few months, Seattle has purchased the former Webster Elementary School in the Sunset Hill neighborhood, located on 32nd Avenue NW and NW 68th Street. For the past 12 years Seattle has leased the western portion of the property from the Seattle School District for a playground, while the Nordic Heritage Center has leased the old Webster School building on the eastern side of the site. Approximately .8-acres of open space would be protected under this acquisition project and it will preserve a passive open space in a neighborhood that is underserved with open space.  
KING COUNTY   
This was the second year that the year the CFT Citizens Committee has made a joint recommendation on the use of both CFT funds and 2007 Parks Expansion Levy (PEL) funds for open space acquisition funding requests in unincorporated King County. In late 2007, the King County Council requested the Committee to develop a process for reviewing the PEL and CFT applications in a coordinated manner and to make recommendations on applications for both funding sources. The Committee was asked by King County DNRP to make a recommendation on a Parks Levy funding level of $3 million available for open space acquisition for this year. The Committee visited all of the CFT and PEL applicant sites on weekend and weekday evening field trips, as it does every year. 
King County – Farmers Market Farmland (TDR)           CFT:  $ 250,000 
$ 250,000


   Parks Levy:  $ 0
   N/A

Recommendation:  The King County TDR Program is gaining interest from several city elected officials for the idea of accepting Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from unprotected rural farmlands that sell produce in city farmer's markets. To help encourage this, the King County TDR program has identified 18 farms with 632 acres of farmland that could potentially participate in the TDR program. The TDR program estimates that these farms could transfer up to 122 TDRs, with an estimated value in a range around $3.6 million. The TDR program has requested CFT funds to purchase and bank approximately 16 TDRs from such farms would protect approximately 150 acres for farmland. The CFT used for this purpose will be matched by $250,000 in funds that are available in the King County TDR bank made available from the from re-sale of TDRs.      
King County – Regional TDR Partnerships               
CFT:  $ 400,000 
$ 200,000


 Parks Levy:  $ 0
    
     N/A

Recommendation:  The Regional TDR Partnership project provides funding for open space acquisition within one or more cities that agree to accept Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from rural unincorporated King County. The CFT funds in this project will be used to acquire open space in a participating city as an incentive for the city to agree to enter into an agreement to accept TDRs through the King County TDR Program. The open space acquired with these funds in a city would help address some of the marginal impact to the city from added development density resulting from the additional development. This project has been funded in past years and the TDR Program currently anticipates expending the available funds this year. While the recommended level of $200,000 may not be sufficient to fully fund, in and of itself, an open space acquisition incentive for a potential TDR agreement, the funds could be used to help complete a current agreement or to be used with any remaining project to negotiate a TDR agreement with another city.  
Snoqualmie Watershed

King County – Chinook Bend Natural Area Addition       CFT:  $ 23,000 
$ 23,000


 Parks Levy: 
 $ 23,000
$ 23,000


Recommendation:  King County must acquire a small, approximately two-acre property to allow for a levee and revetment removal project planned for the 58-acre Chinook Bend Natural Area.  It is located on the Snoqualmie River on West Snoqualmie Valley Road, about one mile northwest of Carnation. The property would be directly impacted by the proposed levee removal and its inclusion in the project will allow for the restoration of natural riverine processes in one of the most important spawning grounds in King County for endangered Chinook salmon. The levee removal project will allow for greater access of the river to its floodplain and will provide important additional habitat for salmonid spawning and the rearing of juvenile salmonid. The property will provide, along with the rest of Chinook Bend Natural Area, passive use access to the Snoqualmie River. The cost of this acquisition is rather small compared to the added benefit that it will create for Chinook, a federally-listed endangered species.
  
King County - Patterson Creek Natural Area Addition
CFT: $ 120,000  
 $ 0


 Parks Levy: $ 120,000
 $ 0


Recommendation:  Last year King County made an initial allocation of $ 250,000 in PEL funds to this project, a proposed 160-acre addition to the Patterson Creek Natural Area. It is a forested tract on the north end of the Sammamish plateau, south of the Redmond-Fall City Road near Ames Lake Road. The State of Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has indicated that it would sell the property as surplus and last year's grant will allow King County to initiate negotiations this year on the overall cost and purchase alternatives. The property is an important forested headwater for Patterson Creek, which is impacted by suburban and urban development that can cause increased flooding and habitat damage downstream. Some of the property lies in the City of Sammamish urban annexation area and King County will be working with the city on protection alternatives. The property is an urban/rural separator. King County has applied this year for additional funds, however, given the needs of other projects, the funding recommended for WRIA 7 projects in this round, and the recent major allocations for the Raging River headwaters, King County should use its existing funds for this project to gain a viable agreement with the State of Washington DNR to better inform a future funding request. 
King County - Grand Ridge Phase 2 Addition

CFT: $ 525,000 
$ 300,000


Parks Levy: $ 145,000  
$ 245,000  

Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to acquire forest lands that will buffer and connect publicly-owned land holdings on Grand Ridge, north of Interstate 90 and east of Issaquah. The 74-acre property has mature second growth forest with upland wildlife habitat that supports large mammal species, migratory songbirds. It also has over 4,000 feet of a headwater tributary to Patterson Creek that is habitat for juvenile Coho and endangered Chinook. There is an active local preservation group that supports this proposal, and it has the support of residents downstream on Patterson Creek who are concerned about flooding and damage caused by development in the headwaters. This project was initiated with 2008 CFT funding and last year it received significant Parks Expansion Levy funds. The project currently has about half of the estimated overall acquisition cost, which is expected to be over two million dollars. The CFT and PEL funds recommended this year will get the project significantly closer to full funding and should allow negotiations to progress. King County is seeking additional matching funds after narrowly missing out on State matching funds this year. The project was initially on the State's recommended funding list, but it was then displaced by capital projects that would provide greater employment in these recessionary times. The project is considered to be strong on its merits by the State, and King County DNRP will continue to seek the matching funds for this project. The Committee recommends balancing the CFT and PEL allocations closer than the in original requests, thus allocating more PEL than requested and fewer CFT funds, given the lower availability of CFT funds this year.
King County – Mitchell Hill – Duthie Hill Inholdings
CFT:    $ 110,000 
$ 0 



Parks Levy:    $ 110,000  
$ 25,000

Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to acquire the approximately 14.37 acres of contiguous inholdings within King County's Mitchell Hill Connector Forest, which is located in unincorporated King County east of Issaquah, north of Interstate 90 on 290th Avenue SE. The inholdings consist of three parcels with two owners, with a house on one of the parcels. The parcels have sensitive areas with either steep slopes or wetlands and are not imminently threatened with development, however, one parcel was listed for sale last year and thus could be more threatened in the future. One owner has indicated a willingness to discuss the sale of the property to King County. King County would like to purchase these properties so that it can better manage the Mitchell Hill Forest. This recommended allocation will allow King County to have the properties appraised and to begin discussions with the landowners, with the expectation that King County would return next year with a request for CFT or PEL funds to more fully fund the project.  
King County – Farmland near Ames Creek             
CFT:  
$ 340,000 
$ 250,000


  Parks Levy:      NA
      NA


Recommendation:  The permanent preservation of productive agricultural land has been a long term goal in King County for over three decades, dating back to the Farmlands Preservation Program of the late 1970s and early 1980s. This project would continue that effort through the purchase of development rights and the placement of an agricultural conservation easement on up to 131 acres. The farm is northwest of Carnation, located between Northeast 80th Street and Northeast 110th Streets and the Snoqualmie River, along the West Snoqualmie Valley Road. This farm is particularly visible along the West Snoqualmie Valley Road, which has recently been designated by King County as one of the county's most scenic roads. The farm lies entirely between two other large areas of farmland that are permanently protected under the Farmlands Preservation Program, and the preservation of this farm for agricultural use (primarily pasture and hay production) will support the agricultural uses on the adjacent farms. The King County agriculture program has applied for matching funds under the USDA's Farm and ranch lands protection program, which would become available later this year. The property owners are interested in discussing the sale of a farmland easement to King County and this allocation would allow negotiations to begin and also encourage other potential matching funds sources to contribute to the project. 
King County – Tolt River Natural Area Additions            CFT:  NA
    NA

 Parks Levy: $ 150,000
$ 150,000

Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel riparian habitat and river access project on the Tolt  River. The project is intended to help meet WRIA 7 habitat conservation and restoration goals for the lower Tolt River, which along with the Raging and Snoqualmie rivers, contains some of the most important Chinook spawning and rearing habitat in King County. It is located between Carnation and the end of the Tolt River Road, from the west side of the river to the Tolt River Road and from east and southeast side of the river to NE 32nd Street or the Snoqualmie Forest. The first priority for acquisition for this project should be a 3.37 acre property west of the river on the Tolt River Road that is currently for sale. The Tolt River Natural Area Additions project has received Conservation Futures funding in the past King County currently has a need for matching funds that are required by CFT. These recommended Park Levy funds will provide the needed match for available property in the project area that meets the WRIA conservation goals. 
Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed
King County – Bear Creek Waterways                               CFT: $ 450,000 
$ 200,000


 Parks Levy: $ 450,000
$ 375,000

Recommendation:  King County has been protecting salmon habitat on Bear Creek for over a decade. This multiple-parcel, multiple-year project was established to acquire and protect riparian habitat for salmonid protection on Bear Creek and Cottage Creek, a main tributary of Bear Creek. Much progress has been made, but there are still many important properties with high quality habitat that need to be permanently protected for bear Creek to maintain viable salmon runs. Due largely to its proximity to urban areas of northern King County, this basin is still the least protected of any of the original stream and river basins identified in the Waterways 2000 salmon habitat preservation program over a decade ago. Priority parcels along Bear Creek Road NE near 143rd Street NE and on Paradise Lake Road near NE 198th Street are recommended for funding this year, with a first priority being an 18-acre wooded property on the creek that has recently been threatened with sale and development.  
King County – Cougar Mountain Park/Precipice Trail     CFT: $ 750,000 
$ 400,000


 Parks Levy: 
$ 750,000          
$ 700,000


Recommendation:  This is a multiple-parcel open space acquisition project located on the forested northeastern slope of Cougar Mountain on Newport Way, west of downtown Issaquah. The properties are in Issaquah's urban annexation area and adjacent to Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, and they will be managed by the King County Parks Division. A critical ten-acre parcel that is highly visible from Interstate 90 and downtown Issaquah is the first priority for project funds. This parcel would provide key access to Cougar Mountain from Newport Way in Issaquah, where some Trailhead parking could be located and regional transit riders to Issaquah could gain access to Cougar Mountain via a hiking trail. The property also contains two feeder tributaries to Tibbetts Creek, which flows into Lake Sammamish at Issaquah's Issaquah Cove Park across I-90. King County, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust (MTSG) and the city of Issaquah have jointly approached the landowner and are in discussions regarding sale of the property. This project has previously received CFT funds to initiate negotiations with landowners and to allow for seeking of matching funds and requires additional funding. The Committee has recommended a significant amount of CFT and PEL funds for this coming year in recognition of the project's significance and to help towards gaining an agreement with the owner of the ten acre parcel. King County will likely need to gain additional matching funds and this additional allocation will help demonstrate the county's strong commitment to the project to potential matching fund sources.  
King County - Cougar/Squak Corridor Viewpoint 
CFT:
$ 225,000  
$ 0


 Parks Levy: $ 225,000          
$ 150,000


Recommendation:  This is an approximately 12-acre acquisition project on the southern slope of Squak Mountain adjacent to King County-owned land. It is part of the Squak Mountain Trail system and is located just south of Squak Mountain State Park. Squak Mountain is forested at its summit, and the goal of the project is to secure a popular viewpoint on the southern side of the mountain called "Debbie's View", which provides the best view from Squak Mountain of Mount Rainier, Puget Sound and Lake Washington. The owner of the viewpoint property is interested in working with King County so that it may be owned by the public and the trail access can be permanently preserved. If it can purchase the entire property, King County could provide access to the southern side of Squak Mountain through the property. While recognizing the significant funding recommended for the Cougar Mountain Precipice project, the Committee recommends that this project should receive partial funding to allow King County to begin negotiations and to seek additional matching funds, including approaching Washington State Parks or Washington Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) funding.

King County - Cedar River / Elliot Bridge Reach 
 CFT: $ 250,500  
$ 120,000


 Parks Levy: $ 250,000
$   70,000


Recommendation:  Initiated two years ago, this multiple-year and multiple-parcel project is currently targeting 5.6 acres on three parcels that are situated on the Cedar River north of the Renton-Maple Valley Highway (State Route 169) near 154th Avenue SE. King County is undertaking a broader project that includes the purchase of several homes that have had frequent flooding, funded primarily with flood buyout funds. The project also has important long-term conservation and habitat restoration goals to benefit endangered Chinook and the Cedar River Sockeye, and a contribution from open space acquisition funding sources is appropriate for helping to further these goals. The reach is adjacent to the "landslide reach" of the Cedar River, which is high quality salmonid habitat, and the properties will be restored to extend this habitat area on the river. The Cedar River Regional Trail is adjacent to the project and riverfront access can be provided, as well as potential take area for non-motorized watercraft coming down the river. The project was partially funded with CFT in the past two years and these recommended CFT and PEL contributions should move the effort towards completion. 
Green River Watershed
King County - Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake Complex            CFT:  $ 310,000 
 $ 260,000


 Parks Levy: $ 450,000
 $ 300,000

Recommendation:  The Committee recommends additional funding for this multiple-year, multiple-parcel open space acquisition project. It is located around Bass, Beaver and Dandy Lakes in unincorporated King County south of the Green River and north of Enumclaw, near SE 383rd Street. The first priority parcels for this year include three parcels north and east of Bass Lake, and two parcels adjacent to Dandy Lake. The project has a goal of preserving habitat in this complex of three lakes, which provide a cold water source that is important to salmonid species downstream in the Green River. The project area is also important for upland wildlife and has a high diversity of songbird species. King County has made significant progress on this project in the past decade and it the Committee supports additional funding to move it towards completion of the original preservation vision for this lake complex. 
King County – Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead
 CFT: $ 150,000  
$ 0

          

 Parks Levy: $ 100,000
$ 100,000


Recommendation:  The goal of this project is to acquire trail and conservation easement rights on up to 240 acres located north of Enumclaw at SE 416th Street and 295th Place SE to allow for additional access to trail systems in the Cascade foothills. There is currently a main entry point to the trail system that is mainly used by equestrians, east of the city Enumclaw on the Enumclaw-Chinook Pass Road (State Route 410). This proposed second access area is located north of the city and south of the Green River. The Enumclaw Forested Foothills Recreation Association (EFFRA) has been working for years to provide trail access to the Cascade foothills and it supports this proposal. The foothills trail system lies mainly within the boundaries of landholding owned by Hancock Timber Company, which owns more than 100,000 acres and allows access by members of the public for trail use, following in the tradition of Weyerhaeuser, the preceding land owner. The property where King County wishes purchase a trail easement has a different owner. It includes a segment of Newaukum Creek, and King County will also purchase a conservation easement in the creek corridor to provide a buffer that gives added protection for salmonid species that inhabit the creek. The owner has expressed a willingness to discuss the potential sale of easements to King County, and this recommended allocation will allow the Parks Division to better identify the actual easement areas and conduct appraisals to determine the likely costs for those easements, so that it can determine the best routes and requirements for additional funding. 
King County - Green River/Newaukum/Flaming Geyser
 CFT: $ 495,000  
$ 300,000

          

   Parks Levy: $ 400,000
$ 325,000

Recommendation:  This multiple-year, multiple-parcel open space acquisition project encompasses the Middle Green River, Lower Newaukum Creek and Flaming Geyser Natural Area. King County has been working to protect properties in this area for over a decade to protect salmon habitat and riparian functions at the confluence of the Green River and lower Newaukum Creek, including the forested valley walls that overlook the project area. The goal is to protect the range of ecologically diverse habitat that characterizes this area, including riverine habitat, floodplains, steep slope ravines, and the forested upland habitat of the valley walls. The area is home to salmon and aquatic species and upland wildlife such as elk that migrate through in the winter months. This project would also enhance the outdoor experience for people by providing a sense of remoteness, even though it lies only a few miles from urban areas of King County. There are two priority target properties this year. The first is approximately 30 acres located at SE 373rd Street near 188th Avenue SE, where King County would like to acquire a conservation easement, and the second is at 368th Street 228th Avenue SE, an approximately 40 acre property that lies on the southern border of the Flaming Geyser Natural Area. 
White River Watershed
King County - White River Corridor (Pacific) Phase 1
    CFT: $ 225,000  
 $ 150,000  

          

  Parks Levy: $ 112,000
 $ 112,000


Recommendation: This 8.5 acre project is sponsored by the King County WLRD Rivers and Floodplain Management Section and is located on the White River within the city of Pacific. It is the first phase of a larger vision identified in the WRIA 10 and 12 salmon strategy to restore and protect salmon habitat on an approximately 1.3 mile section of the White River in and near the city of Pacific. The project will widen the White River's migration channel back towards it s historic range to and reconnect floodplain wetlands to the channel's aquatic habitat. The river channel was greatly narrowed when it was set between revetments over the past decades, a situation that may have helped exacerbate flooding in the city of Pacific last winter. This narrowing of the river channel is also highly detrimental to habitat for salmonid species in the White River, which require migrating river channels and shifting gravel bars within a wider channel. The project will include moving back the revetment to help restore the channel and connect to 55 acres already in public ownership, as well as another 100 acres on the far side of the channel that will be opened up as part of a related project. There is a willing seller for this property who would like to develop the land that is not purchased by King County. 
Vashon/Maury Island 
King County - Point Heyer Drift Cell - Phase I (Vashon)
CFT: $ 330,000 
$ 200,000


Parks Levy: $ 330,000
$ 200,000

Recommendation:  An additional infusion of funding is recommended for this important, multiple-parcel nearshore marine habitat acquisition project. It is located on the eastern shore of Vashon Island between SW Soper Road and Ridge Road SW, near SW 184th Street. The intent of the project is to acquire conservation easement rights and fee title on approximately one mile of shoreline, to preserve sand and gravel replenishment of the beach littoral zone for the benefit of salmonid and other marine aquatic species in the intertidal zone. By preventing the building of shoreline bulkheads and armoring, this project will allow the bluffs to continue the natural geophysical dynamics that are required to support juvenile salmon species from throughout Puget Sound that feed on species thriving in the aquatic plant life. Other species that benefit from this project include geoduck clams, songbirds, heron, and wildlife that live along the shoreline. This project has expended all of the funds allocated to it last year and as it is the only nearshore project forwarded this year, in light of the renewed urgency in protecting of Puget Sound, the project is recommended to receive significant funding again this year. King County may receive a significant State grant that would be contingent on this allocation. 
King County - Judd Creek/Paradise Valley (Vashon)     CFT: $ 250,000  
$ 200,000


Parks Levy: $ 250,000
$ 225,000


Recommendation:  This project consists of the acquisition of riparian habitat on Judd Creek, along 11th Avenue SW on Vashon Island. This year additional parcels are included in the project scope, with the first priority being four parcels on 111th Avenue SW and a parcel on SW 204th Avenue on Judd Creek. The Vashon Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT) has worked with landowners in this area of Judd Creek in a successful a multiple-year effort to preserve properties along the creek.  These efforts benefit Coho and chum salmon, and other aquatic species and wildlife. The VMILT continues to gain significant privately raised funds to help protect these properties. Under this proposal, King County is purchasing fee title to the property and the VMILT retains a conservation easement. 
King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

 SUMMARY OF 2010 CFT and PEL 
FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS
URBAN OPEN SPACE 

	Jurisdiction
	Project Name
	CFT Funds  Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	 Acres
	Council

District

	SUBURBAN CITIES

	Auburn 
	Fenster Levee Setback (Green River)
	$33,000 
	               $ 0
	0.15
	7

	Bellevue
	Bel-Red Sub Area Vision
	$3,028,000 
	   $ 500,000 
	TBD
	6

	Bellevue
	Bellevue Greenways and Open Space 
	$1,301,000 
	   $ 300,000 
	TBD
	6

	Black Diamond
	Jones Lake 
	$350,000 
	   $ 175,000 
	45.0
	9

	Bothell
	Fries Family LLC (North Creek)
	$657,000 
	   $ 200,000 
	8.2
	1

	Bothell 
	Williams Property (Sammamish River) 
	$305,500 
	   $ 305,000 
	2.0
	1

	Issaquah 
	Issaquah Creek Waterways
	$500,000 
	     $ 0 
	TBD
	3

	Kent 
	Barnier Property – Lower Mill Creek 
	$479,500 
	                 $ 0
	31.2
	5

	Kent 
	Francis Trust, Kent West Hill
	$36,000 
	     $ 0    
	4.7
	5

	Kent 
	Panther Lake 
	$534,375 
	   $ 500,000 
	6.6
	5

	Kent 
	Patchen Property – Kent East Hill
	$959,191 
	   $ 250,000 
	4.5
	5

	Kent 
	Sidehill Property 
	$457,750 
	     $ 0           
	27.4
	5

	Kirkland
	Razumovich (Forbes Lake)
	$205,000 
	   $ 175,000 
	1.5
	6

	Lake Forest Park 
	40th Place Green Belt
	$382,500 
	       $ 0             -   
	5.6
	1

	Lake Forest Park 
	Towne Center Park – parcel 2 
	$177,000 
	   $ 177,000 
	0.6
	1

	Pacific
	Morgan's Trout Lake Retreat
	$210,000 
	   $ 175,000 
	2.9
	7

	Renton 
	Scott Property 
	$350,000 
	   $ 250,000 
	0.6
	5

	Snoqualmie
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach
	$263,250 
	   $   50,000 
	.51
	3

	SEATTLE

	Seattle
	Crown Hill (Urban Village Park)
	$1,500,000 
	 $ 1,500,000 
	1.7
	4

	Seattle
	Northgate Park 
	$400,000 
	$ 300,000 
	3.7
	1

	Seattle
	Webster Park
	$800,000 
	  $ 800,000
	0.8
	4



(continued on next page) 
	KING COUNTY

(subareas) 
	Project Name
	CFT Funds Requested
	CFT Funds Recommended
	
	KC PEL Funds  Requested
	KC PEL Funds  Recommended
	Acres
	Council District

	TDR
	Farmers Market Farmland
	$250,000 
	$ 250,000 
	
	 $ 0  
	 NA 
	TBD
	TBD

	
	Regional TDR Partnerships
	$400,000 
	$ 200,000 
	
	 $ 0  
	 NA 
	TBD
	TBD

	WRIA 7 
	Chinook Bend NA Addition
	$23,000 
	$   23,000 
	
	$   23,000 
	$   23,000 
	632.0
	3

	
	Patterson Creek NA Addition 
	$120,000 
	$            0
	
	$ 120,000 
	$            0
	400.0
	3

	
	Grand Ridge Phase II Addition
	$525,000 
	$ 300,000 
	
	$ 145,000 
	$ 245,000
	2.0
	3

	
	Mitchell Hill-Duthie Hill inholdings
	$110,000 
	 $            0
	
	$ 110,000 
	$   25,000 
	110.0
	3

	
	Farmland near Ames Creek
	$340,000 
	$ 250,000 
	
	NA
	 NA 
	131.0
	3

	
	Tolt River NA Additions
	NA
	0
	
	$ 150,000 
	$ 150,000 
	18.0
	3

	WRIA 8 
	Bear Creek Waterways 
	$450,000 
	$ 200,000 
	
	$ 450,000 
	$ 375,000 
	40.0
	9

	
	Cougar Mountain Park- Precipice Trail
	              $750,000 
	$ 400,000 
	
	$ 750,000 
	$ 700,000 
	    12.0
	3/9

	
	Cougar-Squak Corridor viewpoint
	$225,000 
	 $             0  
	
	$ 225,000 
	$ 150,000 
	5.7
	9

	
	Cedar River – Elliot Bridge Reach
	$250,000 
	$ 120,000 
	
	$ 250,000 
	$   70,000 
	TBD
	9

	WRIA 9 
	Bass/Beaver/Dandy Lake Complex
	$310,000 
	$ 260,000 
	
	$ 450,000 
	$ 300,000 
	TBD 
	9

	
	Green River / Newaukum Flaming Geyser 
	               $495,000 
	$ 300,000 
	
	$ 495,000 
	$ 325,000 
	   240.0
	             9

	
	Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead
	$150,000 
	 $             0   
	
	$ 100,000 
	$ 100,000 
	8.5
	9

	WRIA 10
	White River Corridor
	$225,000 
	$ 150,000 
	
	$ 112,500 
	$ 112,000 
	60.4
	7

	
	Pt. Heyer Drift Cell/Nearshore 
	$330,000 
	$ 200,000 
	
	$ 330,000 
	 $ 200,000 
	41.1
	8

	
	Judd Creek Paradise Valley
	$250,000 
	$ 200,000 
	
	$ 250,000 
	$ 225,000 
	131.0
	8

	TOTAL – All Jurisdictions
	
	$ 18,632,066
	$ 8,510,000
	
	$ 4,460,500
	$ 3,000,000
	
	


Notes:      
TBD = Multiple parcel project, estimated acreage varies depending on parcels acquired. 

NA    = Not Applicable 
1
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