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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

REVISED STAFF REPORT
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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Motion 2023-0175.2, accepting a donation towards the purchase of an agricultural conservation easement, passed out of committee on 5/23/23, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The Motion was amended in committee with Amendment 1 to make technical corrections.





SUBJECT

Proposed Motion (PM) 2023-0175 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $1.08 million towards the purchase of an agricultural conservation easement on a property near Evans Creek along NE Redmond-Fall City Road. 

SUMMARY

PM 2023-0175 would authorize the Executive to accept a donation of $1.08 million towards the purchase of a conservation easement on a property near Evans Creek along NE Redmond-Fall City Road. The full value of the easement has been appraised by an independent appraiser at $2.48 million and the County will pay the owner $1.4 million, with the remainder of the value being donated by the property owner. The Council has already appropriated funding for this project through the 2023-2024 Biennial Budget. 

The property in question, parcel number 172506-9005, is 22 acres and adjacent to Evans Creek. Executive staff state that preservation of the property will help to preserve farmable land, forested acreage, wetlands and fish habitat.

Because the donation is greater than $50,000, K.C.C. 2.80.060 requires the donation be accepted on behalf of the County by the Council by motion.



BACKGROUND 

Evans Creek Conservation Corridor and Agricultural Easements Projects. In 2022, the King County Conservation Futures Advisory Committee recommended that $770,000 in conservation futures money and $770,000 in parks levy money be granted to a King County project entitled “Evans Creek Conservation Corridor and Agricultural Easements. The description in the committee’s recommendations stated that funding would focus on conservation easements on the non-farmed portions of the property, with public use on the western parcels adjacent to the related Evans Creek Nelson (Gunshy) project area, and that agricultural easements would be funded by a related Farmland - Snoqualmie APD and Vicinity CFT project. It noted that Evans Creek is a Tier 2 subbasin for WRIA 8 Chinook salmon, providing critical habitat for rearing, and that substantial parts of the watershed have been lost to residential development, so this project would help protect the creek’s salmon rearing integrity and buffer the impacts of nearby development. 

The Committee’s report also added parcel number 172506-9005, the subject of this proposed motion, to the scope of the Snoqualmie and Vicinity Farms project. As of March 2023, there was $2,789,747 in unspent funding remaining in that project.

The Committee’s recommendations were reflected in the adopted 2023-2024 Biennial Budget.

Parks Donations. King County Code (K.C.C.) 7.08.070, provides the King County Parks and Recreation Division with the authority to solicit gifts from individuals, foundations, not-for-profit organizations, and corporate sources, provided that such gifts are used for parks purposes. K.C.C. 2.80.060 requires that any gifts for parks and recreation purposes that exceed $50,000 be accepted on behalf of King County by the King County council by motion.

ANALYSIS

PM 2023-0175 would authorize the King County Executive to accept a donation of $1.08 million from the owner of parcel number 172506-9005 towards the purchase of an agricultural conservation easement on that property for the purpose of agricultural preservation. The property in question in shown in Attachments 5 and 6 to this staff report. The easement agreement is Attachment A to the PM. The PM appears to be consistent with the requirements of K.C.C. 2.80.060.

As noted above, Council has already appropriated money for the remainder of the purchase price, so no additional appropriation authority is being requested. 

AMENDMENT

Amendment 1 would correct a grammatical error and correct a reference to the type of legislation being approved. 
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