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On February 28, 2006 the GMNR committee amended the proposed ordinance and passed it out to the Council agenda.
SUBJECT 
 An ordinance authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Lake Forest Park for fire investigation services.
BACKGROUND
The King County Fire Marshal’s Office (FMO) provides fire investigation services to unincorporated areas and contracts for fire investigation services with some small jurisdictions.  By contract, jurisdictions receive services from a fire investigator available on-call 24 hours a day. 

The 2006 county budget appropriates $191,199 to provide fire investigative services for jurisdictions contracting with the FMO.  In general, jurisdictions reimburse the county based on an average of each jurisdiction’s historical use (hours of investigation, the value of the structures involved in fire investigations and the number of incidents in the jurisdiction) of the county’s investigation services over the three prior years.  
SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2006-0087 would allow King County’s FMO to provide fire investigation services to the city of Lake Forest Park.

Attached to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0087 is an interlocal agreement stipulating the terms of the fire investigation services.  The interlocal agreement includes Exhibit A, which outlines call-out protocols and Exhibit B, which establishes the annual reimbursement schedule for all contract jurisdictions.

ANALYSIS
The FMO is located within King County’s Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES).  The FMO provides fire investigation services to unincorporated areas and contracts for these services with fifteen cities and one fire district in the city of Duvall.  These contracts provide a cost share structure that funds a full-time, on-call investigator from the FMO.  Contracts with the FMO are renegotiated annually. 

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0087 authorizes the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Lake Forest Park based on the reimbursement schedule in Exhibit B.  Because King County has no history of providing fire investigation services to Lake Forest Park, the cost of the contract is based on projected use.  The executive negotiated a reimbursement contract of $5,000 based on DDES’s analysis of the city’s recent history of fire investigation activities.

The following is a summary of primary provisions of the agreement:

· County Responsibilities:  Requires the provision of personnel, resources and material deemed appropriate to supply the fire investigation services at a level comparable to services for unincorporated King County.  At least one fire investigator will be available and “on-call” 24 hours per day to respond to the jurisdiction’s request to investigate a suspicious fire in accordance with protocols contained in Exhibit A of the agreements.  The investigator’s responsibilities and reporting duties on-site following a fire are described, including all follow-up responsibilities for preparation of reports and participation in criminal proceedings.

· Jurisdiction Responsibilities:  Spells out the jurisdiction’s responsibilities and specifies that reimbursement for subsequent years shall be recalculated based on the actual cost of King County providing services and shall take into account the methodology in Exhibit B of each agreement, to determine a pro-rata share. 

· Duration:   The initial agreement has a one year duration, with a provision allowing for annual written extensions of the agreement for up to five additional one-year terms.  Extensions will not require further council action and will include a recalculated annual rate of reimbursement.

· Administration: States that agreement will be administered by the chief executive officer of the jurisdiction or a designee and by the Director of DDES.

· Mutual Covenants:  Addresses performance parameters and criteria, contact person, and final authority in case of dispute. 
· Indemnification:  Provides for mutual indemnification for claims associated with fire investigation services, and provides for DDES defense of the jurisdiction in such cases; 

The agreement is standard in nature with the same provisions as found in King County’s contracts with other jurisdictions for fire investigation services.  The city of Lake Forest Park approved the interlocal agreement with King County in January of this year.
AMENDMENTS

An amendment has been prepared to correct a technical error.


