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August 25, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit to the King County Council two companion ordinances authorizing the County to enter into two separate interlocal agreements with the City of Covington for the transfer of (1) a portion of the Soos Creek Park located within the City, and (2) transfer of the Tahoma Pool, located in the City’s potential annexation area.  I believe these agreements are in the best interest of King County park users and taxpayers.

The Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks has embraced extraordinary change and innovation in the last year.  A major funding crisis in 2002 gave King County the chance to reflect on the ways the parks system serves its users, and the impetus to put into place a tremendous number of new business practices and efficiencies.  The Parks Business Transition Plan directed the Parks and Recreation Division to transfer in-city parks and facilities, but to continue to operate regional and local park facilities in areas of the County outside city limits, as well as regional trails, regional passive-use parks and open space and ecologically important lands (which include forests, agricultural lands, critical wildlife habitat and open space).
By the end of 2003, the Parks and Recreation Division transferred 30 facilities.  The Division continues to work with cities and others to transfer those remaining local park facilities located within and near cities inside the Urban Growth Boundary.
Transfer of a Portion of Soos Creek Park

The transfer of the portion of Soos Creek Park within the City of Covington adheres to the mandate of the Parks Business Transition Plan because it is within the city limits.  The City of Covington has agreed to assume ownership and operation of the Soos Creek Park within the City, and make it available to the public, regardless of residence.  Under the agreement, the County would transfer ownership of all facilities within 30 days of execution of the proposed interlocal agreement.  The County would retain its regional maintenance shop, and an easement for a regional trail through the park.

Soos Creek Park is a large continuous lineal green belt stretching from just south of Renton into the City of Covington.  Included within this linear corridor is the Soos Creek Trail corridor, currently undeveloped in some areas.  The proposed transfer of this passive recreation park and proposed trail facility will not affect the character or natural environment of the park.

Transfer of the Tahoma Pool

By separate ordinance, I am also requesting your approval of a second interlocal agreement that will accomplish the transfer of Tahoma Pool to the City of Covington in 2004.  This agreement will continue our efforts to transfer local recreation facilities owned by King County to cities within whose boundaries (or potential annexation areas) such facilities are located, providing needed relief to our Current Expense Fund which now supports such facilities.  The interlocal agreement is generally consistent with the terms of those series of pool transfer agreements accomplished in 2002 and 2003.
The interlocal agreement will provide the City with funding to address five years of anticipated capital needs for the Tahoma Pool, in the amount of $250,000, to be transferred in 2005.  No operating money for the pool will be transferred to the City, however, as additional consideration, and in support of the continued recreation needs of both rural and urban residents in the area, the interlocal agreement will provide the City with $50,000 towards the development of a City-owned 30-acre park parcel close to the pool.  The City intends to develop this 30-acre parcel in an integrated manner with the pool as a single recreational complex.  That 30-acre park will be moved from rural to urban area designation under the proposed County Comprehensive Plan now before the Council.  The pool is located at the Tahoma High School and is within the City’s potential annexation area, a small island of unincorporated urban King County which the City intends to annex after this transfer. 

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures
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King County Councilmembers


ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Maureen Welch, Acting Director, Parks and Recreation Division, DNRP

