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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0251 would approve the City of Renton (“City”) Water System Plan Update (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Renton's Water System provides water service to a service area that primarily corresponds with the city boundaries. 

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF RENTON WATER SYSTEM PLAN UPDATE

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan update, found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The City’s water system provides service to an area of approximately 16 square miles that primarily follows the city limits.  The water distribution system serves the valley floor and parts of five surrounding hills: West Hill, the Highlands, Scenic Hill (also known as Renton Hill), Talbot Hill, and Rolling Hills. The City’s retail water service area is bordered by nine adjacent water systems. It is unlikely that Renton’s service area will experience significant change given that all of the surrounding areas are currently served by other water purveyors.  The City’s water system provides service to a full-time residential population of approximately 54,000, approximately 20,000 temporary and transient users, and approximately 28,000 regular non-residential users. In addition, the City supplies water on a wholesale basis to Skyway Water and Sewer District.

Facilities  The municipal water system includes supply, treatment, storage, and distribution of potable water to residential, commercial, industrial, and wholesale customers. The City’s water distribution system consists of more than 1.6 million feet of pipeline.  Water supply sources include five wells and one spring (Springbrook Springs) that are used for normal supply; the City is seeking to perfect water rights for additional wells in the Maplewood well field.  In addition, the City is a wholesale customer of Seattle Public Utilities ("SPU"), and has six metered interties with SPU transmission mains.  The City has 15 hydraulically distinct pressure zones.  Pumping is accomplished by nine active booster pump stations, with an additional two stations on standby.  The system is supported by ten reservoirs, located to provide adequate equalizing and fire flow reserves  

Growth  In general, there is little vacant land within the City’s current service area; as a result, the growth capacity is limited. The majority of future growth is projected to occur within the Regional Urban Center and the Sunset Area Community Planned Action redevelopment boundaries.  Average Daily Demand of 8.15 million gallons a day ("MGD") in 2011 is anticipated to grow to 10.58 MGD in 2031; 2011 Equivalent Residential Units ("ERU") of 36,167 are expected to grow to 47,285 ERU by 2031.  

System Improvements  The Plan update identifies a six-year capital improvement plan totaling $29,600,000, with anticipated annual expenditures of $4-$5.6 million annually from 2012-2017.  Largest expenditures are expected to be for storage improvements, with over $11 million improvements to two storage reservoirs.  About $8.5 million will be spent on water main renewal and replacement, with over $5 million to be spent for water quality improvements and regulatory compliance.  Over the longer term, through 2031, additional expenditures of up to $54 million are anticipated on capital improvements.  Revenue sources are identified as rate revenue and interest, fees for services such as inspections, installation, and billing; investment interest; bond proceeds and other revenue.  Annual revenue is projected to increase from over $14 million in 2011, to more than $33 million by 2020.  

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on April 9, 2012. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0251 without attachment of the City of Renton Water System Plan Update, which is available upon request.
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