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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 4
       DATE: April 3, 2003

BRIEFING: 2003-0053
       PREPARED BY: Doug Stevenson
SUBJECT:  A MOTION confirming the Executive’s appointment of Norman Johnson as substance abuse treatment provider representative to the Drug Treatment Advisory Panel.
SUMMARY:  The Executive appointed Norman Johnson to the King County Sentencing Reform Act Drug Treatment Advisory Panel last fall.  Mr. Johnson was appointed to fill the treatment provider position on the panel as required by the Sentencing Reform Act passed by the state legislature last year.  He has participated in the panel’s development of the plan for the use of state funds available under this act.  The Council approved submission of this plan last week.  

Mr. Johnson is the Executive Director of Therapeutic Health Services, a non-profit agency that provides comprehensive outpatient mental health and chemical dependency services.  .  Mr. Johnson received his Masters of Social Work degree from the University of Washington in 1973.  He has been the Executive Director of Therapeutic Health Services since 1979. 

Mr. Johnson has been a supervisor and manager of methadone and other substance abuse treatment services since 1973.  He has helped to develop and implement a variety of substance abuse intervention programs over the past 30 years, including model programs for reducing parents’ use of illegal drugs and services for Drug Court referrals.  He serves on a number of key advisory groups in the chemical dependency area, including the Governor’s Council on substance Abuse, the Casey Family Program Drug/Alcohol Advisory Committee and the DSHS Region IV Advisory Committee..
BACKGROUND:  The 2002 Sentencing Reform Act reduces the sentences for certain drug offenses and requires that a portion of the savings be made available for community treatment both for offenders whose sentences were shortened and for judicially supervised offenders such as those in the King County Drug Diversion Court.  To obtain any of these funds for local use, the act requires that a local sentencing reform panel of specified representatives develop an expenditure plan and submit that plan to the state by April 1, 2003 with the approval of county legislative body.  
The panel met several times beginning last December.  As required by the act, the panel is made up of representatives from the Superior Court,  Prosecuting Attorney’s and Sheriff’s Offices, the County Drug and Alcohol Coordinator, a substance abuse treatment provider and a member of the criminal defense bar.  Superior Court  Judge Laura Inveen, who is currently presiding over both the Juvenile and Adult Drug Courts, is the chair of the panel.
Transfer of savings from the state Department of Corrections into the Criminal Justice Treatment Account is currently projected to provide $767,340 a year for King County beginning July 1, 2003, or $383,670 for the second half of this year.  The current budget for Drug Court is about $1.3 million per year.  
The plan proposes to improve success rates (increase retention/reduce incarceration) for King County Drug Court participants by adding inpatient and case management services to the existing outpatient treatment services.  The population served by Drug Court has shifted in the past year.  First time, simple possession cases are now being filed as misdemeanors in District Court, and Drug Court eligibility has been expanded to include ‘facilitator” cases.  The new population has a longer history of substance abuse as well as more problems with stable housing, education and employment.  Inpatient treatment will provide initial stabilization for this population, followed by outpatient treatment and additional help with housing, employment and other medical needs through case management.
ATTENDING:

Barb Miner, Director, Department of Judicial Administration
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Executive Transmittal Letter
2. Proposed Motion 2003-0054
3. Resume 
4. Second Substitute House Bill 2338 --  Sentencing Drug Offenses
