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August 14, 2012

The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will extend the effective period of the current King County Consortium Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan 2010-2012 (Consolidated Plan) for two years, through December 31, 2014. This ordinance will allow for the incorporation of new U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) data, rules, and regulations into the County’s development of the new plan.

King County Housing and Community Development (HCD) Program staff prepares the Consolidated Plan on behalf of the King County Consortium- a partnership between King County and most suburban cities and towns in the County to jointly receive federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) funds, and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds as an urban county consortium. The King County Consortium does not include the City of Seattle, which receives its own federal CDBG, HOME, and ESG funds, and prepares its own consolidated plan. 
The HUD requires every entitlement jurisdiction receiving CDBG, HOME, and ESG funds to submit an adopted consolidated plan to guide the use of federal CDBG, HOME, and ESG funds for a period of between three to five years. It is within the discretion of the entitlement jurisdiction to choose the time period of the plan within the three to five year time frame. Consequently, King County may extend its current three year Consolidated Plan for an additional two years.

It is in the best interest of the King County Consortium to extend the current plan for two more years, as HUD is in the process of issuing new data, templates, rules, and requirements for Consolidated Plan submissions. The HUD is also in the process of issuing a new rule for 
analyzing fair housing impediments and fair housing planning, which will impact each entitlement jurisdiction’s new consolidated plan. The extension of the existing Consolidated Plan for two years will allow King County staff to work with our city partners and stakeholders to incorporate all of the new HUD requirements into the development of a new plan.
The enclosed ordinance provides for the incorporation of updated data elements to qualify projects for 2013 or 2014 CDBG funds when the data is available from HUD, with the review of the inter-jurisdictional Joint Recommendations Committee (JRC) of the King County Consortium. The JRC is the oversight body for the King County Consortium pursuant to K.C.C. Chapter 24.13.020, which is currently chaired by City of Issaquah Mayor Ava Frisinger, co-chaired by City of Kenmore Mayor David Baker, and staffed by the HCD Program in the Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS).

At the annual meeting of King County Consortium in February 2012, all members discussed the timing of the development of the new Consolidated Plan, and mutually agreed that it would in the best interest of the consortium to extend the current plan for two years in order to incorporate all HUD requirements into the planning.

The Consolidated Plan guides affordable housing and community development activities in DCHS in a manner that both furthers the principles and goals of the King County Strategic Plan, including the Fair and Just principle and the Health and Human Potential and Economic Growth and Built Environment goals. The Consolidated Plan strategies promote equitable opportunities for all individuals to realize their full potential, and foster a built environment that allows communities in King County to flourish.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This legislation will assure that the current Consolidated Plan will continue to guide affordable housing and community development investments for the King County Consortium through 2014, while staff works with cities and stakeholders on the development of a new plan that meets all of the new HUD requirements. I hope that the King County Council can take action on this ordinance by October 30, 2012.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9006.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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