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SUBJECT

An ordinance adopting the revision of voting precincts of King County for the year 2013. 
BACKGROUND

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an annual responsibility.  The reasons for these requirements are:

· To adjust precinct boundaries to comply with recent city annexation or incorporation activity.

· To equalize voter population of precincts in compliance with the limits prescribed by state law and King County Code.

· To ease election administration.

ANALYSIS

Table 1 presents a countywide summary of changes to voting precincts.  Overall there were relatively few precinct changes proposed for 2013.  Last year there were many more changes due to the availability of the decennial census data and the mandated districting process.  Table 2 provides the number of precinct changes in 2012 for comparison purposes.  The proposed changes for 2013 are significantly fewer.
Of the current 2,499 voting precincts in King County, 166 precincts were altered, 38 precincts were added and 23 precincts were abolished for a net increase of 15 precincts. 
Table 3 shows the precinct changes by Council district.  Council District 6 has the most altered precincts (29) due to the realignment of precincts in the South Bellevue annexations (Eastgate, Tamara Hills, and Horizon View) and voter population growth.  Council Districts 5, 3 and 9 experienced the next greatest number of changes.  District 5 had oversized precincts due to voter population growth, undersized precincts that could be absorbed due to the removal of old major political lines, and the realignment of some precincts in Normandy Park.  Districts 3 and 9 have changes due to precinct balancing to reflect the increase in voter population.
Table 1

2013 Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes

	Precincts altered
	166

	Precincts added
	38

	Precincts abolished
	23

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	15


Table 2

2012 Countywide Summary of Precinct Changes

	Precincts altered
	267

	Precincts added
	32

	Precincts abolished
	66

	Net gain/loss of precincts
	-34


Table 3
Summary of Changes by Council District

	Council District
	Altered
	Added
	Abolished

	1
	15
	4
	3

	2
	15
	4
	1

	3
	23
	5
	3

	4
	17
	5
	1

	5
	25
	4
	7

	6
	29
	6
	5

	7
	12
	1
	2

	8
	8
	3
	0

	9
	22
	6
	1


Notifying Voters

The ordinance and attachment become an amendment to the official list of County voting precincts.  Elections will notify voters of their new precinct status following the Council’s adoption of the ordinance.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2013-0148, with attachments

2. Transmittal letter, received March 15, 2013
INVITED

· Dave Wilson, GIS Supervisor, Department of Elections
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