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July 3, 2019


The Honorable Rod Dembowski 
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Dembowski:

This letter transmits an ordinance that would fund repair and replacement work to the existing domestic water distribution system of the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF) located in downtown Seattle. The domestic water distribution system provides the potable hot and cold water to this critical facility and is necessary to occupy the building. When properly functioning, the domestic water distribution system provides a safe and useable source of potable water for the KCCF staff, inmates, visiting public and adjacent 24/7 homeless shelter. 

In or around 2011 – 2012 the Facilities Management Division (FMD) replaced the original steel and copper domestic water pipes with new polypropylene-random (PP-R) water pipe manufactured by Aquatherm Corporation. FMD first observed water leaks in the PP-R water pipe in 2015. More recently, the PP-R water piping has developed sudden and significant leaks in several locations.  The expected life for water pipe infrastructure is significantly greater than eight years.  Litigation has been initiated to recover damages related to the system failure.
On April 16, 2019, I issued a Determination of Emergency and Waiver to allow immediate repairs to the current water distribution system at KCCF. This Determination and Waiver was transmitted to the Clerk of the Council in accordance with KCC 2.93.080.B, a follow up report on spending was transmitted to the Clerk of the Council on June 20, 2019. Due to the possibility of continued failure in the PP-R water pipe, and the potential impacts of such a failure to a significant County facility, FMD is requesting funding to replace the failing water distribution system. Based on the need to move quickly with this project I am transmitting a proposed ordinance to provide the FMD with expenditure authority to begin the necessary work. The enclosed supplemental appropriation ordinance will allow King County to quickly and appropriately respond to this matter by replacing the failing system. 

The initial costs for the water distribution system replacement are estimated at up to $23.5M. With this ordinance FMD seeks spending authority to begin the necessary repairs and replacement of the water distribution system at the KCCF.
A capital project with a proposed budget greater than $10 million is subject to a two-step process to determine whether it will be subject to mandatory phased appropriation (MPA) requirements associated with project risk. To expedite the MPA determination process I am exercising the authority granted to the Executive in KCC 4A.130.020.G to immediately designate this project as an MPA project. 

This legislation furthers the King County Strategic Plan goal of Safety and Justice by providing a safe environment in the King County Correctional Facility, improving the health and well-being of all people in our community by providing a safe environment for the 24/7 homeless shelter operating in the KCCF and the guiding principle of aligning funding, policy and operational goals of King County government by making necessary repairs to safeguard a critical County facility.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division at 206-477-9352.


Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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