
REGULATORY NOTE


CHECKLIST OF CRITERIA

Proposed No.:  _____________
Prepared By:__Susan Eisele ________







Date:__October 1, 2007____

NEW FEE: King County Medical Examiner’s Office (MEO) Cremation Permit Fee 

  Yes     No     N/A
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

NEED:  Does the proposed regulation respond to a specific, identifiable need? If yes then explain.
Through the year certain cases within the service of the MEO need a complete examination of the body to formally determine both the manner and cause of death.  Currently, it is theoretically possible to destroy all anatomical evidence of a homicide without any investigation from the medical examiner or law enforcement agency.  One of the primary duties of the Medical Examiner’s Office is to identify homicides.  Allowing cremations without review by the Medical Examiner creates the possibility of never identifying such cases and forever destroying evidence that a homicidal manner of death did occur.
  This theoretical problem can be resolved by establishing a County cremation permit requirement.  The vehicle for supporting the cost of obtaining the permit is establishment of a Cremation Permit fee.   
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

If so, is county government the most appropriate organization to address this need? If yes then explain.
The King County Medical Examiner is charged with investigating sudden, violent, unexpected and suspicious deaths.  The medical examiner’s jurisdiction is defined by state law (RCW 68.50.010), and every person who knows about the presence of a body coming under that jurisdiction is required to report the case to the medical examiner/coroner (RCW 68.50.020).  

 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

ECONOMY & JOB GROWTH:  Has the economic impact of the proposed regulation been reviewed to ensure it will not have a long-term adverse impact on the economy and job growth in King County?




If yes then explain.
Eight funeral directors were contacted regarding this proposal and all gave general support for the proposal.  Cremation will remain the most cost effective method of disposition for human remains; the number of persons who need funeral services will remain consistent regardless of this proposal.
 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

PURPOSE:  Is the purpose of the proposed ordinance clear? Describe the purpose of the ordinance.
This proposal intends to improve cremation procedures for quality control by establishing a regulation authorizing cremation.  The costs to support that cremation permit will be supported by this fee. 
 [X ]  [  ]  [  ]

Are the steps for implementation clear? Describe the steps for implementation.
1. Council passes regulation to obtain a cremation permit via the Annual Budget (the BOH does not need to approve).
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2. Council passes budget and fee ordinance to support the cost of obtaining a cremation permit 
3. MEO publishes procedure for obtaining appropriate review prior to cremation

4. Funeral homes notified of required procedure and implementation date
Yes     No     N/A
[X ]  [  ]  [  ]

EVALUATION:  Does the proposed ordinance identify specific measurable outcomes that the proposed regulation should achieve? Describe the measurable outcomes.
Yes.  By establishing the Cremation permit regulation the County achieves compliance with two regulations for the MEO

· No person shall cremate the body of any decedent who came to their death in King County without first reporting the death to the King County Medical Examiner’s Office
· The medical examiner’s office will provide timely reviews of requests for cremation authorization.
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

Is an evaluation process identified? Describe the evaluation process.
The review process shall improve the accuracy of death certification.  Thus, the number of incomplete or incorrect death certificates is expected to decrease significantly.  This will be evaluated by the number of certificates referred to the medical examiner after cremation has occurred.
 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

INTERESTED PARTIES:  Has adequate collaboration occurred with all those affected by the proposed regulation (including the public, the regulated and the regulators)? Describe the level of collaboration that has been performed.
Local law enforcement agencies, including the Seattle Police Department and the King County Sheriff’s Office have indicated that they will support the Cremation Permit regulation and this fee proposal. The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office criminal division has indicated that they will support the Cremation Permit regulation and this fee proposal.

Eight funeral directors were contacted regarding the Creamtion Permit regulation and this fee proposal and all gave general support for the proposal.  

 [X]  [  ]   [  ]

COSTS & BENEFITS:  Will the proposed regulation achieve the goal with the minimum cost and burden?

The proposed fee will support the costs incurred by the county in the review and approval of cremation authorizations.  The fee has been determined based upon a cost recovery basis in order to support the important function of the Medical Examiner described above.

 [X ]  [  ]  [  ]

Has the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation been considered? Describe and quantify the cost of not adopting the proposed regulation.
Not providing the service could potentially increase the County’s exposure to risk.  Not providing the statutory investigation is a liability to the county.  The cost of not providing this service cannot be quantified.
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 [X]  [  ]  [  ]

Do the benefits of the proposed regulations outweigh the costs? Describe and the cost and benefits of proposed regulation.
The cost of providing this service is approximately $50.00 per review.  The County has statutory requirements to investigate deaths, implementing this regulation to review cause and manner of death would assist the County in meeting those statutory requirements.
Yes     No     N/A
[X]  [  ]  [  ]

VOLUNTARY COMPLIANCE:  Does the proposed ordinance inspire voluntary compliance? Describe how voluntary compliance is anticipated to take place.
Licensed, responsible, funeral directors would be charged with complying with this regulation.  Since State of Washington licensure boards require that funeral homes follow all legal requirements to maintain operations voluntary compliance to this regulation would be extremely high.
 [  ]  [  ]  [X]

CLARITY:  Is the proposed ordinance written clearly and concisely, without ambiguities?
This regulation has yet to be reviewed and provided by the KCPAO.
 [  ]  [  ]  [X ]

CONSISTENCY:  Is the proposed regulation consistent with existing federal, state and local statutes?
This regulation has yet to be reviewed and provided by the KCPAO.

