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[bookmark: Text6]AMENDMENT TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2021-0093, VERSION 1
On page 5, after line 94, insert:
	"Q.  The United States Department of Agriculture ("the USDA"), in its November 2017 report, Independent Grocery Stores in the Changing Landscape of the U.S. Food Retail Industry, defines independent grocery stores as those that are independently owned and operated and whose owners operate fewer than four outlets simultaneously.
	R.  According to the USDA report, independent grocery stores play an important role for local communities, including improving food access, as areas with a high share of low-income households, as well as rural areas, tend to have more independent grocery stores.  Also according to the report, stores with a higher share of total sales from USDA's Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program redemptions are more likely to be independently owned.
	S.  The USDA report further notes that small-format grocery stores, known as supermarkets, which account for a large share of independent grocery stores, also mitigate food insecurity by improving physical access to grocery stores, particularly for individuals with limited options for transportation.
	T.  In its August 2012 report, Characteristics and Influential Factors of Food Deserts, the USDA defines communities with limited food access as being low-income census tracts in which a substantial number or proportion of the population has limited access to grocery stores.  Low-income census tracts are characterized in the report as having a median family income that is eighty percent or less of the metropolitan area's median family income; and limited access is characterized by at least five hundred people or thirty-three percent of the population of the census tract living more than one mile from a supermarket or large grocery store in urban areas and more than ten miles in rural areas.  The USDA's food access research atlas uses the definitions from this report to identify low-income and limited food access census tracts on a map. 
	U.  In its June 2009 report, Access to Affordable and Nutritious Food:  Measuring and Understanding Food Deserts and Their Consequences, the USDA found that areas with limited food access are characterized by higher levels of racial segregation, higher levels of poverty and greater income inequality, and that limited food access can contribute to increases in obesity and diet-related diseases.  In response, the USDA report noted that addressing market conditions that contribute to differences in access to food may be critical in reducing access limitations."

On page 6, beginning on line 119, after "retail store operation" strike "located in unincorporated King County"

On page 7, line 143, after "K." insert ""Independently owned and operated" means a grocery business enterprise of four or less locations operating simultaneously and the owner independently manages and controls the day-to-day operations of the grocery business enterprise, including but not limited to hiring its employees.
	"L.  "Limited food access community" means a low-income, historically underserved community that has one or no grocery businesses within its census tract as determined by the USDA food access research atlas.
	M."

On page 9, after line 182, insert:
	"D.  For the purposes of this ordinance a grocery business located in unincorporated King County located in a limited food access community is exempt from this ordinance if: 
	  1.  The exempt grocery business is independently owned and operated and the owner-operator has four or less grocery business operating simultaneously; 
	  2.  The nearest grocery business satisfying the requirements of subsection A. through C. of this section is over two miles from the exempt grocery business; and
	  3.  Fewer than twenty-five employees regularly work at the exempt grocery business location."

EFFECT prepared by Mary Bourguignon: The amendment would exempt from the requirements of the ordinance a grocery business location that is: 
· Located in a limited food access community, defined as a low-income, historically underserved community that has one or no grocery businesses within its census tract;
· Independently owned and operated with four or less locations operating simultaneously; 
· Over two miles from the closest grocery business location that would satisfy the terms of the ordinance; and
· Has less than 25 employees regularly working at the location.
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