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SUBJECT

Briefing 2014-B0189 is a discussion with the Port of Seattle Commission Co-President, Ms. Stephanie Bowman, and the Port’s new Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Ted Fick.
BACKGROUND

The Port of Seattle plays a key role in bringing international trade, transportation and travel to the Pacific Northwest, and supports industries as diverse as tourism and commercial fishing. The port is also a key builder of road and rail infrastructure, partnering with other agencies to improve freight traffic from Tacoma to Everett.

 

The port owns and operates Seattle-Tacoma International Airport, the 15th busiest in the nation, handling more than 34.7 million passengers in 2013. The Port of Seattle’s passenger cruise terminals at Pier 66 and Smith Cove Terminal handled 202 ship calls and an estimated 934,900 passengers during the 2012 season.

On September 11, 2014, the Port Commission voted unanimously to appoint Mr. Fick as the Port’s Chief Executive Officer. Mr. Fick comes to the port with a background in manufacturing and industry. He most recently served as the Chief Executive Officer of Polar Corporation, a trailer and component parts manufacturer based in Minnesota. 

On October 14, 2014, the commissions for the ports of Seattle and Tacoma voted unanimously to form a seaport alliance, subject to approval by the Federal Maritime Commission, to unify the management of the ports’ marine-cargo facilities. 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Biographies for Ms. Stephanie Bowman and Mr. Ted Fick
2. The Economic Impacts of Marine Cargo at the Ports of Tacoma and Seattle

3. The Seaport Alliance
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