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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  7
      DATE:  February 6, 2003

BRIEFING:  2003-B0018
      PREPARED BY:  Doug Stevenson

SUBJECT:  2003 Work Program for the Law, Justice & Human Services Committee
SUMMARY:  A proposed work program for 2003 has been prepared for committee discussion and approval.  The work program includes overall goals for the major subject areas assigned to the committee, including the Juvenile and Adult Justice Systems, Human Services and Public Health.  The goals are followed by a listing and schedule of key work items for the committee.
The 2002 work program emphasized policy choices to help the county deal with the Current Expense shortfall problem.  Emphasis for this year is on implementation of the policies and plans developed and approved last year and in the previous two years.   These plans are intended to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the adult and juvenile justice systems and to provide better links to effective treatment options.   Continued savings in the criminal justice area are dependent upon successful implementation of these policies and plans by the Executive and the separately elected members of the Criminal Justice Council.  The key work items, therefore, emphasize committee oversight of  the efforts to reduce the use of costly secure detention and increase the use of alternative sanctions and treatment options.  
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