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August 5, 2014


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

This letter transmits two ordinances that authorize the King County Executive to enter into interagency agreements between King County and the cities of Burien and SeaTac to design, construct, operate, and maintain the Lake to Sound Trail, Segment B, which is within the cities. The County and the cities of Burien and SeaTac are working cooperatively to construct Segment B of the Lake to Sound Trail. Once the project is completed, the Lake to Sound Trail will be the longest regional trail route in South King County and will provide recreational and health benefits to residents of the cities and the County.

Extending from the southern end of Lake Washington to Puget Sound, the segment of trail along Des Moines Memorial Drive will stretch from South Normandy Road in Burien to 156th Way in SeaTac. The portion of Segment B within the City of Burien (the Project) will be located substantially within the street right-of-way for Des Moines Memorial Drive, which is owned by the City, and will include a wetland mitigation area adjacent to the trail near 176th Street. The portion of Segment B within the City of SeaTac (the Project) will be located substantially within the street right-of-way for Des Moines Memorial Drive, owned by the City, and will include an off-site wetland and stream mitigation area in Des Moines Creek Park, also owned by the City. These interagency agreements will establish the cooperative relationship and respective rights, roles and responsibilities related to the Project.

The County will develop the trail, and as authorized by RCW 36.89.050, the County will transfer ownership of the constructed trail segments to the cities. In turn, the cities will maintain the trail segments for the benefit of the public. This transfer is beneficial to the County because the trail will be designed and constructed in accordance with King County Parks regional trail guidelines while being owned, operated and maintained by the cities of Burien and SeaTac. The County has received $1,464,072 in Federal Highway Administration grant funds and will also use County Parks levy funds, pursuant to Ordinance 15760, for the design and construction of Segment B. The grant funds received must be used before the end of the year.

This legislation supports the King County Strategic Plan goals by creating a trail that will help communities flourish and meet the growing need for transportation services and facilities in South King County by enhancing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure as alternative transportation options. Identified by the King County Parks Levy Task Force as the largest Equity and Social Justice project in the Parks Levy, the Project will provide Regional Trail access to underserved communities in South King County.

This legislation supports the objectives and strategies of the Strategic Climate Action Plan by improving access to alternative transportation options to reduce the need for driving and encourage the use of sustainable transportation such as walking or cycling.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposed ordinance. This innovative partnership leverages resources from each entity to bring much-needed recreation benefits to South King County.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of 
the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at
206-477-4525.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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