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Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	10
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2014-0102
	Date:
	February 18, 2014

	Invited:
	Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources & Parks

Charlie Raines, Forest Conservation Director, Forterra
The Honorable Mayor Tony Grider, Town of Skykomish


SUBJECT
Proposed Motion 2014-0102 would affirm King County’s support for the Skykomish Valley Economic Development, Recreation, and Natural Resource Conservation Initiative and recognize the shared vision of the Town of Skykomish and the Stevens Pass Greenway to enhance economic development, increase recreation opportunities and conserve the natural resources in the Skykomish Valley.

SUMMARY
The Skykomish Valley Economic Development, Recreation, and Natural Resource Conservation Initiative aims to revitalize the Skykomish economy, increase recreation opportunities, and conserve the natural resources in the Skykomish Valley by:
1. Protecting key lands in the Skykomish Valley;

2. Maintaining working forests;

3. Enhancing the recreation-based economy;
4. Revitalizing the town center of Skykomish; and

5. Enhancing safety by ensuring adequate emergency response systems and continuing to provide flood hazard reduction services.

The proposed motion would affirm King County’s support for these goals and identify specific actions King County’s Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) would pursue to advance the initiative:
1. Assess potential land conservation and recreation projects;

2. Protect and restore rivers and streams and reduce flood hazards; and

3. Support protection, restoration, and reuse of historic structures in Skykomish.
SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Although the proposed motion was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic Climate Action Plan, it supports several of the objectives and strategies in the Forests & Agriculture area of the SCAP by outlining the value of County involvement in preserving and conserving natural lands that have high ecological value and that enhance the connectivity of existing open space:


Objective O.3.1: Acquire and preserve forest lands

Strategy A: Acquire, protect and conserve high-priority open space through a variety of means including fee simple purchase, donations and purchase of conservation easements and covenants
BACKGROUND
Importance of the Skykomish Valley. The Skykomish Valley is located in the northeastern part of King County along U.S. Highway 2 (Stevens Pass Highway), the Great Northern railroad corridor, and the South Fork Skykomish River. It includes the Town of Skykomish, which had a population of 198 people
 in 2010, as well as the communities of Baring (population 220
), Grotto, and Scenic. 
The Skykomish Valley is home to a number of important natural resources, recreational and historic amenities, and infrastructure facilities, including:
· River and water resources. The valley includes the South Fork Skykomish, Foss, Miller, Beckler, and Tye Rivers and their fisheries, as well as the Skykomish River watershed. The Skykomish River is a state-designated scenic river,
 and, along with the Foss, Miller, and Tye Rivers, has been nominated for national designation.

· Fish and wildlife habitat. The Skykomish River and tributaries provide habitat for salmon, steelhead, trout and other native aquatic species.
 The Skykomish Valley’s forests and meadows provide habitat for a number of species, including deer, elk, cougar, black bear, wolverine, spotted owls, and bald eagles. These habitat areas provide critical wildlife connectivity between the north and south Cascades.

· Scenic wilderness areas. The value of the Skykomish Valley’s mountain lakes, rivers, waterfalls, alpine meadows, and forests have been recognized through the designation of U.S. Highway 2 (Stevens Pass Highway) by the Federal Highway Administration as a National Scenic Byway;
 and by the designation of three areas of the National Wilderness Preservation System: Alpine Lakes, Henry M. Jackson and Wild Sky.

· Recreation. A number of significant recreational amenities are located in or near the Skykomish Valley, with opportunities for hiking, biking, four-wheeling, skiing, snowshoeing, snowmobiling, fishing, hunting, camping, rafting, and kayaking. Local recreational amenities include the Stevens Pass Ski Area and Bike Park,
 the Iron Goat Trail,
 the Alpine Lakes Wilderness Trails,
 and Skykomish River. The valley is a gateway to the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail.
 

· Historic Resources. The valley’s history includes communities linked to railroads, forests, rivers and native American culture. This history is recognized through the Stevens Pass Historic District.
 Interpretive materials are available at the historic Wellington town site,
 Deception Creek, and in the town of Skykomish, as well as along the highway.
· Transportation & Utility Infrastructure. The valley includes a federal highway (U.S. Highway 2, which, as noted above, has been designated a National Scenic Byway), as well as the Great Northern Railroad corridor, which is operated by Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway and spans the northern United States between the Pacific Northwest and Chicago.
 Bonneville Power Administration electric transmission lines also cross through the area.
 
The Skykomish Valley is easily accessible to the region’s major population centers via Highway 2, which connects Everett to Wenatchee and features connections to Interstate 5, U.S. Highway 97, and State Routes 9, 203, and 522. 

Town of Skykomish. The Town of Skykomish is located in the Skykomish Valley along the South Fork Skykomish River, about 50 miles west of Leavenworth. It is the closest community to the Stevens Pass ski area. Skykomish was incorporated on June 5, 1909. It began as a logging and mining town and developed alongside the Great Northern railway. Skykomish has its own school district,
 which provides a rural K-12 school serving 37 children, of whom 31 qualify for free or reduced-price meals.
 
In recent years, Skykomish has become a recreation destination, both because of its location in the mountains and also because of its historic, early 20th century buildings. 
ANALYSIS
Trail towns and economic development. Rural towns in many areas of the country have found that proximity to recreational trails and activities can promote economic development, increase business opportunities, and enhance local quality of life. One example is the Trail Town Program, which has been implemented by a group of nine towns along the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP), a 150-mile trail corridor that runs from Pittsburgh, PA, to Cumberland, MD. The Trail Town Program was launched in January 2007 and aims to:
· Retain, expand, and increase revenues of existing businesses;
· Recruit sustainable new businesses;
· Facilitate collective action by the Trail Towns to create a world class recreational destination; and
· Improve the buildings and infrastructure in each town to create a visitor friendly destination.
The Trail Town Program has helped local communities take advantage of an estimated 800,000 trips on the GAP trail and more than $50 million in direct annual spending that is attributed to trail users. 

Skykomish Valley Economic Development, Recreation, and Natural Resource Conservation Initiative. The initiative proposed for the Skykomish Valley has similar goals: to protect and preserve the valuable open space and habitat in the area, while fostering economic development by offering opportunities for recreation on local trails, along the river, and in the valley’s wilderness areas.
To accomplish these goals, the initiative aims to foster partnerships among local, state, and federal government; non-profit conservation and recreation organizations; and the local business community. Potential partners include:
· Town of Skykomish

· King County

· Snohomish and Chelan Counties (to coordinate regional initiatives in the Highway 2 corridor)
· Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)

· Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)
· US Forest Service (to facilitate agreements regarding the construction and maintenance of projects on national forest lands and acquisition by the Forest Service of priority conservation lands)
· Non-profit conservation organizations (such as Forterra and Skykomish Environmental Institute)

· Recreation groups (such as Washington Trails Association, American Whitewater, and Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance)

King County’s role. The motion affirms the involvement of King County in working to ensure the continued protection and preservation of the resources of the Skykomish Valley and to support local communities with necessary infrastructure and services. 

· The Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) would continue to collaborate with the U.S. Forest Service, the Town of Skykomish, Forterra and others to assess potential land conservation and recreation projects, including identifying potential partners, priority funding needed and potential funding sources.
· DNRP’s Water and Land Resources Division would continue to protect and restore rivers and streams; support preservation of floodplain lands; reduce flood hazards and support retention of productive private working forest lands.
· DNRP’s Historic Preservation Program would continue to support protection, restoration and reuse of historic structures in Skykomish and the surrounding valley.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2014-0102, with attachments
� 2010 U.S. Census, http://censusviewer.com/city/WA/Skykomish


� 2010 U.S. Census, http://censusviewer.com/city/WA/Baring


� RCW 79A.55.070


� Section 5.(d) of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287)


� http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/watersheds/snoqualmie-skykomish/overview.aspx


� http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2231


� Public Law 88-577 (16 U.S. C. 1131-1136)


� http://www.stevenspass.com/site


� http://www.irongoat.org/


� http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen/recarea/?recid=79432


� The National Trails System Act (P.L. 90-543, as amended through P.L. 111-11, March 30, 2009)


� “The Stevens Pass Greenway encompasses nine sites listed in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and one National Register Historic District… The ten-mile long Stevens Pass Historic District, which straddles the Pass following the old Great Northern Railway grade, contains a large number of prominent historical resources along the highway. The U.S. Forest Service has established interpretive panels at resting spots along the highway and hiking trails to access the district on each side of the Pass.” Stevens Pass Greenway Corridor Management Plan, Volume 1, Stevens Pass Greenway, June 30, 1999. http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4E98B5FD-EBE3-4F13-B2CD-06D033EDD553/0/StevensPassCMP.pdf


� http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=5127


� http://www.tradecorridors.com/explore-the-corridors/great-northern/


� http://www.bpa.gov/transmission/Pages/default.aspx


� Skykomish School District #404, http://www.skykomishschool.com/sky/main


� May 2013, Washington Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction State Report Card, http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/summary.aspx?groupLevel=District&schoolId=107&reportLevel=District&orgLinkId=107&yrs=&year=2012-13


� Trail Town Program: http://www.trailtowns.org/
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