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King County




Government Accountability and Oversight Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	5
	Name:
	Mike Alvine

	Proposed No.:
	2012-0445
	Date:
	January 28, 2013


SUBJECT

An ordinance that would amend portions of King County Code, specifically Title 4 Revenue and Financial Regulation, addressing Procurement by making the code consistent with state law, making technical corrections and moving Procurement to Title 2 Administration.
BACKGROUND

For the past two years the Budget and Fiscal Management Committee (BFM) and the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee (GAO) have been updating and reorganizing Title 4 and Title 2 of the King County Code.  Title 4 had not been comprehensively reviewed in over thirty years.  County code has evolved over the years incrementally through hundreds of ordinances.  Title 4 in particular has elements in it that are more appropriately placed in Title 2, Administration. Last year the GAO Committee made technical changes in the Risk Management section of code and moved it from Title 4 to Title 2, where it more logically fits. The subject ordinance makes similar changes to procurement, updating the code to be consistent with state law, current county business practices, making technical corrections as well as moving it to Title 2. The proposed ordinance was prepared by the Clerk of the Council, the Code Reviser, Council analytical staff, Prosecuting Attorney staff and Executive staff. 
ANALYSIS
The proposed ordinance makes changes to County Code that include:

1. Re-codification of procurement from Title 4 to Title 2;
2. Standardization of format;
3. Updating code to reflect current practices;

4. Correcting references to other areas of code; and

5. Correcting and updating references to state law.

Table 1 below identifies the work and ordinances that have already been done to update Title 4 as well as the work yet remaining.  The GAO committee will have at least one more ordinance relating to bidding procedures, Minority Women Business and the contracting opportunities program. 

Table 1.  Bodies of Work for Title 4 Comprehensive Review and Updating
	Date of Action
	Subject Area
	Citation
	Description of Work

	· 07/25/11
	Court Fees
	Ord. 17150

(2011-0222)
	Ordinance 17150 incorporated Superior Court and Dept. of Judicial Administration-related fees into the new Title 4A.  

	· 11/09/11
	Interim Definitions
	Ord. 17229

(2011-0403)


	Ordinance 17229 aligned Title 4 phase definitions with the Accountable Business Transformation (ABT) project management system that was about to go live.

	· 04/02/12
	Taxes
	Ord. 17291 (2012-0086)
	Ordinance 17291 moved tax chapters relating to sales and use taxes, excise taxes, and hotel-motel tax to Title 4A, including 4.28, 4.29, 4.30, 4.31, 4.32, 4.33, 4.34, and 4.42.

	· 04/02/12
	Title 4 Fees
	Ord. 17292 (2012-0087)
	Ordinance 17292 moved the rest of Title 4 county fee chapters to Title 4A, capturing non-court-related fees such as vehicle license fees, sewer rates, transit fares, etc.

	· 04/02/12
	Definitions
	Ord. 17293

(2012-0088)
	Ordinance 17293 moved all Title 4 definitions into the new Title 4A.

	· 09/10/12
	Risk Mgmt.
	Ord. 17408

(2012-0236)


	Ordinance 17408, heard in GAOFP Committee, updated Chapter 4.12 and 4.13 risk management provisions, and recodified them in Title 2, relating to county administration.

	· In Council
	Fees
	2012-0453
	Title 14 Real Estate Services fees would be moved to Title 4A. 

	· BFM 2nd Hearing TBD
	Funds
	2012-0438
	The ordinance adopting funds and fund managers would be cleaned up, and Funds (4.08) moved to Title 4A.

	Introduced
	Bonds
	2012-0472
	Bonds (4.20, 4.84) would be moved to Title 4A.

	· GAO 1/28/13
	Procurement
	2012-0445

GAO
	Procurement provisions (4.16) would be moved to Title 2, relating to county administration.  Referred to GAO.

	Introduced
	Property Taxes
	2012-0358
	Property tax provisions (4.48, 4.60, 4.62, 4.64, 4.68) would be moved to Title 4A.

	Date of Action
	Subject Area
	Citation
	Title 4 Chapters Remaining to Migrate (may be multiple pieces of legislation per subject area)

	2013
	Budget, Reporting & Oversight
	4.04, 4.06, 4.40
	A large body of work remains regarding operating budget, capital budget, capital oversight, art in county construction projects, and reporting requirements.

	2013
	Funds
	4.10, 4.24
	Investment of funds, Executive Finance Committee and interfund borrowing

	2013
	Contracting
	4.14, 4.18, 4.19
	Contracting provisions relating to bidding procedures, Minority Women Business and the contracting opportunities program

	2013
	Real & Personal Property
	4.36, 4.44, 4.56
	Real and personal property (county property payment of rent, tax title sales, sales and leasing)

	2013
	Property Taxes
	4.63
	Property tax notice

	2013
	Excise Taxes
	4.35
	Excise taxes from timber harvested from public lands

	2013
	Misc.
	4.29, 4.57, 4.81
	Public transportation funding, concession contracts, law library support

	Date of Action
	Subject Area
	Citation
	Other Titles with Parts to Migrate to Title 4A 

	TBD
	Fees
	Various
	Department fees in other titles, such as K.C.C. 10.12 Solid waste site disposal fees, could be moved to Title 4A.

	TBD
	Misc.
	Various
	This is a placeholder for other areas that might be identified as the Title 4A work continues.


In summary, the updates, corrections to references in code and state law and moving procurement to Title 2 can be characterized as important but ministerial. The ordinance does not change existing policies nor does it authorize any new procedures. 
AMENDMENTS
There are striking and title amendments. Late last week a final review of the ordinance revealed additional incorrect references to other sections of code as well as a few clarifications and technical changes that should be made at this time. None of the changes affect policy; all are technical or clarifications related to county code or state law.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0445
2. Striking Amendment 1

3. Title Amendment 1

INVITED

· Wendy Keller, Procurement Manager, FBOD, DES

· Karen Fitzthum, Goods and Services Supervisor, FBOD, DES
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